
 

 

 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

June 16th, 2026 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on June 
16th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, 
PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Ed Natali, Vice- Pres. 
Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser Jr., Commissioner Jeff Pakutz, Commissioner David Rice and 
Commissioner Joe Wiest. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Director of Public 
Works Dave Meeder, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, 
Engineer Dan Deiseroth, and Chief of Police Brian Barnhart. 
 
Pres. Natali called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. Last 
meeting’s minutes were accepted. 
 
Pres. Natali stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 

Sealer with Butler Radio Network. 

President Natali requested Departmental Reports:  

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Restoration on Sawmill Run Road will begin soon. 

• Chief of Police, Brian Barnhart- Reported that he received an email from the state 

confirming the go-live date for track submissions, which will allow information to be sent 

directly to the state community office. He also announced that National Night Out will be 

held on August 4th at the Blue Fields. 

• Commissioner Pakutz- Thanked Ed Natili, Jim Lokhaiser, the police and the fire 

department for participating in the flag day ceremony on Sunday June 14. 

• Vice Pres. Lokhaiser- “I would like to comment on the Guys Who Grill event held May 

30th at Preston Park. About 20 people participated, the food was excellent, and the event 

supported a good cause by raising funds for the Golden Tornado Scholastic backpack 

program. I would also like to mention that Butler Township, in conjunction with the Butler 

County Parks and Recreation Department, will host an event at Alameda Park on July 1st 

beginning at 5 p.m. The event will include children’s activities, bands, food vendors, and 

a large fireworks display at dark.” 

 
• Pres. Natali- Thanked Commissioner Pakutz for leading the Flag Day ceremony with his 

church. He noted that rain and a fire call prevented them from seeing the flag raised 100 

feet in the air. He said the event was memorable and a meaningful way to honor the flag 

of this great nation. He also reported that strategic planning meetings with the Volunteer 

Fire Department have restarted, with the first meeting already held and the next 

scheduled for next week. 

Pres. Natali opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 

residents. None Made 



 

 

New Business: 

• Tom Kights, Golden Tornado Scholastic Foundation Event Fund Presentation- The 

Fourth Annual Guys Who Grill event on May 30th by far the largest, sold plenty of in 

advance tickets and had about 60 attendees who purchased tickets at the door. The 

event successfully raised $6,000 to donate to the Golden Tornado Scholastic backpack 

program. 

• Jesse Hines, PA American Water Land Development- PA American Water submitted 

land development plans to update its treatment facility on Litman Road by transitioning 

from chlorine treatment to UV treatment. Sam Miller, representing PA American Water, 

provided additional details. Commissioner Wiest asked for the estimated project cost; 

however, the project is currently out for bid, so no estimate is available at this time. The 

plan is ready for approval, with no bonds or developer agreements required and no 

contingencies. 

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz, I move to grant final approval of the PA American 

Water Land Development. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

• Jesse Hines, Scooters Coffee Land Development- This project is a Drive-through 

only Coffee Shop that will be at the entrance of Greenwood Plaza, where Dick’s Sporting 

Goods and Starbucks are. It’s a vacant lot that has an access easement through to the 

rest of the development and the trailer park that’s located in the back. Josiah from 

Gateway Engineers was in attendance on behalf of Roastline Reality LLC and explains 

the Plans in detail. Everything is in line for this project contingent upon developers’ 

agreement. 

Motion by Commis. Pakutz, I move to pass a resolution granting final approval of 

the Scooters Coffee Land Development contingent upon: 

1. Executing a Developer’s Agreement approved by the Township 

Solicitor, and  

2. Posting of Financial Security in the amount and form acceptable to 

the Township Solicitor. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

• Jesse Hines, Butler Farm Show Bond Release- The Butler Farm Show Proposed a 

plan to install a stormwater pond now that it has been installed and a developer’s 

agreement was done. The project is now being completed, and they are requesting the 

bond be released.  

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz, I move to release the Butler Farm Show 

Stormwater Bond in the amount of $22,687.50 contingent upon: 



 

 

1. The applicant providing as-builts of the completed work. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

• Jesse Hines, Planning Commission Reappointment- Ron Henshaw has given 

conformation that he would like to continue serving on the Planning Commission for 

another 4-year term. 

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz, I move to reappoint Ron Henshaw to the Planning 

Commission for a four-year term to expire 2030. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

• Jesse Hines, Butler County Area Agency on Aging Bond Release- Project is 

complete and they are requesting the Maintenance Bond. 

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz, I move to release the Butler County – Area on Aging 

Improvement Bond in the amount of $419,854.00 contingent upon: 

1. Receipt of an 18-month maintenance bond in the amount 

of $57,252.75 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

• Tom Knights, Bills- Gives an overview of all bills for May. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Abstain; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

• Correspondence- None 

 

Pres. Natali asked for public comments from residents:  

o Joanna Smith, Clayton Avenue- Commented on PA American Water work in 

her back yard. Discussion held. 

o Laurie Scott, Woodlawn Road- Stormwater concern.  

o Ron Reese, Highfield Trails, walk off lane- Road Adoption. Snow plowing 

concerns into his property. 

o Kayla, Walk Off Lane- Comments about Stormwater Pond. 



 

 

 

Pres. Natali asked Media for questions: None 

Pres. Natali announced meeting adjourned: 7:34pm 


