
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

May 4th, 2026 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on May 
4th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Ed Natali, Vice- Pres. Commissioner 
Jim Lokhaiser Jr., Commissioner Jeff Pakutz and Commissioner David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Director of Public 
Works Dave Meeder, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick and Chief of Police Brian 
Barnhart. 
 
Pres. Natali called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. Last 
meeting’s minutes were accepted. 
 
Pres. Natali stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 

Sealer with Butler Radio Network. Sol McCormick with Butler Eagle.  

President Natali requested Departmental Reports: 

• Commissioner Rice- Kids Day in America is coming up on May 9th 11am-3pm at the 

Butler Farm showgrounds. May 21st is Light Up the Night which is through Friends of 

Preston Park Foundation and this event will be held from 6pm-10pm. May 30th is the 

Guys Who Grill from 5pm-8pm at Preston Park.  

• Pres. Natali- May is National bike Month, Drivers please be aware of your surroundings. 

Pres. Natali opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 

residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Tom Knights, Deputy Chief of Police Oath of Office- Tom gives an overview of the 

Townships first Deputy Chief of Police, John Herold. 

2. Tom Knights, Decision – 2027-2030 Solid Waste Contract- After careful review the 

contract will be awarded to Waste Management as the lowest responsible bidder. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Lokhaiser: 

Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Tom Knights, Decision – 2026 Road Asphalt Paving Project- After careful review the 

contract will be awarded to Wiest Asphalt Products and Paving Incorporated in the 

amount of $720,283.05. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 



o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Tom Knights, Decision – 2026 Seal Coat Project- After careful review the contract will 

be awarded to Russell Standardin the amount of $123,279.84. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Lokhaiser: 

Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Tom Knights, STLC Grant Signature Resolution- This grant encompasses the 

walking trail around the recreation complex, a couple pedestrian enhancements and 

street trees. There is a request to pass a resolution by directing the Township Manager 

to be authorized to sign any agreements, amendments and other documents associated 

with the execution of this grant. 

o Motion by Commis.  Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Rebecca Black, Decision – Butler Commons Assessment Appeal Settlement- 

Recommendation would be to approve the proposed settlement and authorize the 

execution by the Township Manager as presented by Rebecca Black. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Lokhaiser: 

Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Correspondence- None 

 

 

Pres. Natali asked for public comments from residents:  

o Lucas,  Pillow Street- Would like to see more roundabouts at major intersections. 

Pres. Natali asked for questions from the Media: 

o Ryan Sealer, Butler Radio Network- Questions on the Waste Management Contract, 

STLC grant and the Butler Commons Assessment Appeal. 

Pres. Natali announces meeting adjourned to executive session: 7:02pm 


