
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

May 18th, 2026 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on May 
18th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, 
PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Vice- Pres. Commissioner Jim 
Lokhaiser Jr., Commissioner Jeff Pakutz, Commissioner David Rice and Commissioner Joe 
Wiest. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Dir. Of Emergency 
Services Scott Frederick, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Engineer 
Dan Deiseroth, Chief of Police Brian Barnhart and Student Representative Lucca Unik. 
 
Vice Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the 
pledge. Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 
 
Vice Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name.  

Vice President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Student Rep., Lucca Unik- Speaks on behalf of school activities happening this Month. 

“Thank you to the Board for allowing me to hold this role.” His future plan is to attend 

American University next spring. 

• Township Manager, Tom Knights- Updates everyone about the construction on 

Sawmill run road near the area of Breezewood & England, there is still about 4-6 weeks 

of construction going on. Grace Petrelli, born May 18, 1926 a Meadowood resident is 

celebrating her 100th birthday today. 

• Commissioner Rice- Spreads information for upcoming events. Light up the Night held 

at the Atrium this Thursday, May 21st from 6pm-10pm, Guys Who Grill Saturday, May 

30th from 5pm-8pm.  

• Commissioner Wiest- Makes an announcement for all drivers to put their phones down, 

there is a lot of construction going on this summer and you need to be aware of your 

surroundings. 

 

Vice Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from 

taxpayers and residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Schaffner Subdivision- Simple line revision, everything is in line for the 

subdivision. The Planning Commission recommended approval. 

o Motion by Comis. Pakutz, I move to grant final approval of the Schaffner 

Subdivision contingent upon Butler County Planning Commission Review. 



o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

2. Jesse Hines, Delhurst Woods Subdivision Resolution Extension- Dominic Oliver is 

here tonight to update the Board on his request. Explains that the reason for the 

extension would be due to cost fluctuations going on this year.  

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz, I move to pass a resolution extending the Delhurst 

Woods Subdivision final approval until August 17, 2026. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Tom Knights, Appointment to Civil Service Commission- Motion to appoint Carl 

Coble a long time resident and member of the Volunteer Fire Department to the Butler 

Township Civil Service Commission. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Goes over bills as presented. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: 

Abstained; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Correspondence- Tom Knights, “A letter addressed to myself and the Board of 

Commissioners dated March 31st rewarding Cheryl McNeill for her time here as a new 

retiree, effective May 26th.” 

o Motion by Commis. Weist 

 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz.  

 

 

 

Vice Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comments from residents: None 

Vice Pres. Lokhaiser asked Media for questions:  

o Ryan Sealer, questions on what will happen to Cheryl’s position. 

Vice Pres. Lokhaiser announces meeting adjourned: 6:50pm 



o Motion by Commis. Weist 

 

o Second by Commis. Rice.  

 


