
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

April 20th, 2026 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on April 
20th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, 
PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Vice- Pres. Commissioner Jim 
Lokhaiser Jr., Commissioner Jeff Pakutz, Commissioner David Rice and Commissioner Joe 
Wiest. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Director of Public 
Works Dave Meeder, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl 
McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Engineer Dan Deiseroth, and Chief of Police Brian 
Barnhart. 
 
Vice Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the 
pledge. Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 
 
Vice Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. 

Ryan Sealer with Butler Radio Network. Sol McCormick with the Butler Eagle. 

Vice President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Mentions there are now smoke 

detectors available at the Municipal Building for any Butler County resident.  

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Reminds everyone to be extra carful in work 

zones as the Public Works Department will be changing stormwater pipes to stay ahead 

of the upcoming paving projects along with some of their own road repairs. 

• Chief of Police, Brian Barnhart- Reported that the new contact traffic reporting system 

is all on track and is now working . This tracks all traffic citations, accidents, and 

warnings that are submitted directly to the State. 

• Commissioner Rice- Announces a couple dates for events coming up. May 9th will be 

Kid’s Day of America this event will be held at the Butler Farm Showgrounds. This will be 

the 26th year for the event. This year the event will benefit Fishing for Memories. The 

second date is May 21st, this will be the Light Up the Night event held at the Atrium 

which will be through Friends of Preston Park.   

• Vice Pres. Lokhaiser- Announces May 30th will be our 4th Annual Guys Who Grill held 

at Preston Park from 5pm-8pm. Tickets are available for purchase at the Butler 

Township Municipal Building, Cummings Coffee Shop, and Martins Sales & Services. 

Tickets will be $25 in advance and $30 at the event. 

Vice Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers 

and residents. None made. 

 



New Business: 

1. Cleveland Cliffs Land Development- Engineering Manager, Ben Frisbee for Butler 

Works along with General Manager, Eric Steinhauser present the Cleveland Cliffs 

project. The project will be to install 4 electric induction furnaces, pull power from the 72 

substation, and move the internal railroad out with the building as the building is 

extended by 65 feet. 

o Motion by Comis. Pakutz, I move to approve granting the waiver request for the 

storm water ordinance sections 242-21.B(4) and 22.G(2).  

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: 

Abstained; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Comis. Pakutz, I move to pass a resolution granting final approval of 

the Cleveland Cliffs Land Development contingent upon: 

1. Executing an agreement for the retaining wall approved by the Township 
Solicitor, 

2. Executing a Developer’s Agreement approved by the Township Solicitor 
3. Posting of Financial Security in the amount and form acceptable to the 

Township Solicitor, and 
4. Executing a Stormwater Operation and Maintenance Agreement. 

 
o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: 

Abstained; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

 
2. Jesse Hines, Baglier Bullpen Building Land Development- Gateway Engineer, Bob 

Maher presents the project for a 6,000 square foot building that will be used for storage 

only. The additional building on this lot will not affect the existing stormwater pond as it 

will be big enough to handle the additional building. 

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz, I move to pass a resolution granting final approval of 

the Baglier Bullpen Building Land Development contingent upon: 

 

1. Compliance with LSSE’s letter dated March 30, 2026, 
2. Executing a Developer’s Agreement approved by the Township Solicitor, 

and 
3. Posting of Financial Security in the amount and form acceptable to the 

Township Solicitor. 
 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

 



3. Tom Knights, Asphalt Road Resurfacing Project Bid Opening- 

1. Wright Asphalt and Concrete LLC: $895,538.09 

2. Micheal Fasciano Contracting Incorporated: $1,117,524.30 

3. Wiest Asphalt Products and Pavement Incorporated: $720,283.03 

o Motion by Commis. Rice, to table for review. 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: 

Abstained; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Tom Knights, Seal Coat Road Resurfacing Project Bid Opening- 

1. Russell Standard: $123,279.84 

2. Midland Asphalt Materials Incorporated: $163,840.40 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest, to table for review. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Tom Knights, Solid Waste Collection Bid Opening- 

Waste Management 

1. Per Month 

a. January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027 $26.16 per month  

b. January 1, 2028 to December 31, 2028 $27.47 per month 

c. January 1, 2029 to December 31, 2029 $28.84 per month 

a. January 1, 2030 to December 31, 2030 $30.29 per month 

2. Rear yard service (Paid Yearly) 

a. January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027 $820.63 

b. January 1, 2028 to December 31, 2028 $861.66 

c. January 1, 2029 to December 31, 2029 $904.74 

b. January 1, 2030 to December 31, 2030 $949.98 

3. Second 96-gallon cart for trash or recycling Per Month 

a. January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027 $8.00 per month  

b. January 1, 2028 to December 31, 2028 $8.40 per month 

c. January 1, 2029 to December 31, 2029 $8.82 per month 

c. January 1, 2030 to December 31, 2030 $9.26 per month 

Vogel 

1. Per Month 

a. January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027 $28.84 per month  

b. January 1, 2028 to December 31, 2028 $29.70 per month 

c. January 1, 2029 to December 31, 2029 $30.59 per month 

d. January 1, 2030 to December 31, 2030 $31.50 per month 



2. Rear yard service (Paid Yearly) 

a. January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027 $300 

b. January 1, 2028 to December 31, 2028 $300 

c. January 1, 2029 to December 31, 2029 $300 

d. January 1, 2030 to December 31, 2030 $300 

3. Second 96-gallon cart for trash Per Month 

a. January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027 $10.00 per month  

b. January 1, 2028 to December 31, 2028 $10.00 per month 

c. January 1, 2029 to December 31, 2029 $10.00 per month 

d. January 1, 2030 to December 31, 2030 $10.00 per month 

4. Second 96-gallon cart for Recycling Per Month 

a. January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027 $8.00 per month  

b. January 1, 2028 to December 31, 2028 $8.00 per month 

c. January 1, 2029 to December 31, 2029 $8.00 per month 

d. January 1, 2030 to December 31, 2030 $8.00 per month 

County Hauling 

2. Per Month 

d. January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027 $29.41 per month  

e. January 1, 2028 to December 31, 2028 $30.44 per month 

f. January 1, 2029 to December 31, 2029 $31.51 per month 

d. January 1, 2030 to December 31, 2030 $32.61 per month 

4. Rear yard service (Paid Yearly) 

a. January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027 $300 

b. January 1, 2028 to December 31, 2028 $300 

c. January 1, 2029 to December 31, 2029 $300 

e. January 1, 2030 to December 31, 2030 $300 

5. Second 96-gallon cart for trash or recycling Per Month 

a. January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027 $8.50 per month  

b. January 1, 2028 to December 31, 2028 $8.80 per month 

c. January 1, 2029 to December 31, 2029 $9.10 per month 

d. January 1, 2030 to December 31, 2030 $9.40 per month 

 

o Motion by Commis. Rice, to table for review. 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knights, Authorize DCED Greenways and Trails Grant Application for 

Preston Park- This grant will primarily target the dredging of the pond along with repairs 

to the dam. This grant funding has a maximum of $250,000 and a $15,000 Match. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 



7. Tom Knights, Appoint to Civil Service Commission- Motion would be to appoint 

Steven Shaffner who showed interest in Serving on the Civil Service Commission. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Goes over bills as presented. 

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Correspondence- None 

 

 

Vice Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comments from residents:  

• Mark Kernisky, Winterwood Drive- Building concerns at Hansen Avenue. 

• Chas Tanner, White Oak Drive- Comments about Parks. 

Vice Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media: None 

Vice Pres. Lokhaiser announces meeting adjourned to executive session: 7:35pm 


