
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

March 16th, 2026 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on March 
16th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, 
PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Ed Natali, Vice- Pres. 
Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser Jr., Commissioner Jeff Pakutz, Commissioner David Rice and 
Commissioner Joe Wiest. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Director of Public 
Works Dave Meeder, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl 
McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Engineer Dan Deiseroth and Student Representative 
Justin Tyler. 
 
Pres. Natali called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. Last 
meeting’s minutes were accepted. 
 
Pres. Natali stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 

Sealer, Butler Radio Network. 

President Natali requested Departmental Reports: 

• Student Rep., Justin Tyler- Butler has received their second instance of the RISE 

Award with bus driver Kim Lokhaiser. The RISE Award is a statewide award that 

recognizes professionals in the education department in terms of impact. Kim, in her 32 

years of being a paraprofessional and bus driver was submitted by her colleagues and 

was able to win the award. “As someone who rides her bus and interacts with Kim on a 

near daily basis, I would like to say how much I appreciate her for everything she’s done. 

Thank you.”  

• Township Manager, Tom Knights- Took the time to recognize Donna Donaldson. A 

29-year employee of the Township. She was the Township Secretary and retired in 

2013. “Great lady who was a real asset to the Township.”   

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- We received the Hodge fund grant for 

the smoke detectors as well as the CO detectors. They are now available at the 

Township building; we will be giving out one smoke detector and one CO detector while 

supplies last. Also to add Friday night was a very busy night, over a six-hour period, we 

had 56 calls for service and 16 personnel calls thanks to the Police. 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- February our glass recycling program recycled 

8.21 tons of glass. Again, street sweeping will start April 6th, generally starting in 

Lyndora, but there will be papers posted in doors like we normally do each year to 

remind residents of when street sweeping is occurring so there are no cars parked on 

the streets.  After the storm on Friday this is just a reminder for all residents to be patient 

with us on getting the trees and debris cleaned up so the roads can be open. 



• Commissioner Pakutz- Attended the PA 250 Celebration. It was great to be amongst 

others and listen to their presentations. 

• Commissioner Rice- Mentioned this Thursday March 19th there will be breakfast at the 

Atrium 7am-10am. Myself and the other Commissioners will be there it’s always a great 

event to get caught up and know all the happenings in the County. Also, mentions that 

on May 1st is the State of Commonwealth which again all Commissioners are planning to 

attend.  

• Commissioner Wiest- “Be careful roads will be slippery tonight.” 

• Vice Pres. Lokhaiser- Road Dept. will be doing the Street sweeping during the week of 

April 6th. Also, leaf pick up is coming up during the week of April 13th and April 20th. 

Please place your leaves in brown 30-gallon biodegradable bags and have them out with 

your garbage the same night as your garbage collection night. With the Months of M-A-

S-O-N, March, April you’re allowed to burn yard waste, but please remember all fire 

must be extinguished by 5pm and no burning on Sundays. 

• Pres. Natali- With the storms that went through recently with the strong winds we had a 

Local fireman who was seriously injured. So, I would like to request that everyone keep 

him in your prayers for a speedy recovery. I would like to thank our own Fire, Police and 

Road Departments as they were busy keeping everything clear and helping people while 

it was needed. 

Pres. Natali opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 

residents. 

o Mark Kreninsky, Winterwood Drive- Comment made on the Solid Waste bid. 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Matson Subdivision- Simple lot line revision, no new lots are being 

created.  

o Motion by Comis. Pakutz- I move to grant final approval of the Matson 

Subdivision Contingent upon Butler County Planning Commission Review. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

2. Tom Knights, Pullman Recreation Complex Phase ll Land Development- Phase 2 

will consist of finishing the fields getting by getting nets installed. The parking lot has 

changed due to making the field closest to the pickle gate bridge wider to fit rugby 

regulations, proposed parking should include 220 parking spaces along with 10 bus 

spaces. Tom Knights continues to go over the design plans for the new building.  

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz- I move to grant final approval of the Pullman 

Recreation Phase 2 Land Development contingent upon Butler County Planning 



Commission Review. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: 

Abstained; Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Jesse Hines, Butler High School Bond Release- Butler School has submitted a 

written request to have the bond released. Township engineers inspected the site and 

have recommended that everything is in working order to release the maintenance bond. 

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz- I move to release the Butler High School Classroom 

Addition 18-Month Maintenance Bond in the amount of $36,122.67. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Jesse Hines, Butler County Magistrate Bond Release- Sent the Township a written 

request for the site to be inspected and have the Maintenance bond released. 

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz- I move to release the Butler County Magistrate 18-

Month Maintenance Bond in the amount of $26,752.50.  

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Jesse Hines, Reappointment of Brent Thomas to the Zoning Hearing Board- 

Brent’s term is expiring soon, he’s giving written confirmation that he’d like to continue 

serving on the board by being reappointed. 

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz- I move to reappoint W. Brent Thomas to the Zoning 

Hearing Board for a 3-year term to expire January 2029.  

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Jesse Hines, Appoint Sam Zurzolo to Ag Security Board- Sam Zurzolo has 

expressed his interest in the open position by giving written understanding he’d be 

willing to serve on this board. 

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz- I move to appoint Zurzolo to the Ag. Security 

Advisory Committee. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Tom Knights, Authorize Drafting Specifications and Advertising Bid for  Solid 

Waste Service- Motion would be to authorize the drafting specifications and advertise 

bid for solid waste service contract. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 



o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Tom Knights, Authorize Drafting Specifications and Advertising Bid for the 2026 

Asphalt Resurfacing Project- Motion would be to authorize drafting specifications and 

advertising the bid for the 2026 Asphalt Resurfacing Project. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Tom Knights, Authorize Drafting Specifications and Advertising Bid for the 2026 

Seal Coat Resurfacing Project- Motion would be to authorize drafting specifications 

and advertising the bid for the 2026 Seal Coat Resurfacing Project 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest 

o Second by Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: 

Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

10.   Tom Knights, Decision All Saint Parish’s Buttercup Road Temporary Closure 

Request- This is the 5th annual request from All Saint’s Parish. They do a 5k and one-

mile fun run. Their request is to close the road for approximately 3 hours on Friday July 

24th. Motion would be to approve the All-Saint’s Parish Buttercup Road temporary road 

closure request. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

11.  Tom Knights, Fee Resolution Update- Helps calculate our building permit fees. 

Motion would be to approve the fee resolution updates. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

12.  Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Went over bills as presented. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

13. Correspondence- None 

 



 

Pres. Natali asked for public comments from residents:  

o Casey Bower, Hemlock Drive- Questions about Hillvue Drive. 

Pres. Natali asked for questions from the Media: 

o Ryan Sealer, Butler Radio Network- Questioned if there was a timeline for any of the 

bids. 

Pres. Natali announces meeting adjourned to executive session: 7:10pm 

 


