MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD
February 16", 2026

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on
February 16th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road,
Butler, PA 16001. The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Ed Natali, Vice- Pres.
Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser Jr., Commissioner Jeff Pakutz, Commissioner David Rice and
Commissioner Joe Wiest.

Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Director of Public
Works Dave Meeder, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl
McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Engineer Robert Maher, Chief of Police Brian Barnhart and
Student Representative Lucca Unik.

Pres. Natali called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. Last
meeting’s minutes were accepted.

Pres. Natali stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan
Sealer, Butler Radio Network.

President Natali requested Departmental Reports:

o Student Rep., Lucca Unik- Butler sports teams had their last meetings this month Rifle,
Basketball, Bocce, Swimming and Wrestling. Special congratulations to our Rifle team
who won second place in Whitfield’s and earned the right to go to states later this week.
Additionally, Butler student Jackson Jungman won first place overall. Outside of
athletics, our Student Ambassador Club is preparing for Teacher Appreciation Week this
May. They are currently seeking local businesses willing to donate a basket to our
annual raffle.

e Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Thanked all the Township residents who came out
and were willing to move their cars for the road crew to clean the streets easier. “We
thank you all for the cooperation, it made things go a lot smoother for all of us.”

o Chief of Police, Brian Barnhart- The entire training on Taser 7 has been completed
and is employed in the field now.

e Zoning Officer, Jesse Hines- Noted the distribution of 2025 annual report, followed by
the January report.

e Commissioner Rice- Noted this Friday February 20" & Saturday February 215 will be
Butler AM Rotary’s 10" Anniversary of Carved in Ice event. Friday 5pm-8pm & Saturday
11am-4pm. There will be a lot of events. Music, food trucks, ice slides, balloon artists
etc. It’'s a good time for a family outing.

¢ Commissioner Wiest- “Big shout out to the Road Dept. for their excellent work over the
past 5 weeks. | know what it takes and it can be exhausting. So, hats off to my crew.”



Vice Pres. Lokhaiser- “ I'm going to echo off Commissioner Wiest. Over $100,000
worth of salting put down this past month. Congratulations to Dave and his crew for the
excellent work keeping the roads open thank you.”

Pres. Natali- Thanked the Road Dept. again on their excellent work over the past
month. Also acknowledged the Police and Fire Dept. on their hard work responding to
calls and patrolling the roads during the weather we had. Also to be addressed tonight
will be which Commissioners will oversee what Departments. Pakutz, Planning
Commission and Zoning Dept. supporting the zoning officer. Rice, Parks & Recreation
supporting Tom and the Rec Directors involved. Weist, Road & Public Works Dept.
working with Dave Meeder. Natali, Fire Dept. and continue to work on the strategic plan
Lokhaiser, Police. Both Lokhaiser and Natali will work together on the Administrative
Department.

Pres. Natali opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and
residents. None made.

New Business:

1.

Butler Ambulance Service EMS Update- Jesse Haas and Nathan Walker provided an
extensive amount of information about the emergency services and talked about how
things could be better.

Jesse Hines, PA American Water Land Development- Proposal to install a new
prefabricated booster pump station and service lines to replace the existing. Theres a
claim letter planning recommended for approval. The only thing needed is a developer’s
agreement, posting security and a stormwater operation agreement.

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz, | move to pass a resolution granting the final
approval of the PA American Water and Land Development contingent on one,
executing a developers agreement approved by the Township Solicitor. Two,
posting financial security in the amount in form acceptable to the Township
Solicitor. Three, executing stormwater operations and maintenance agreement.

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest:
Abstained; Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried.

Jesse Hines, Delhurst Woods Resolution Extension- This is a 29-unit housing plan
they are willing to start moving dirt this year, but they didn’t post their surety yet, so they
need another 90-day extension. They’'ve made a written request, so it's recommended to
give them another 90-day extension.

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz, | move to pass the resolution of extending the
Delhurst Woods final approval until May 18", 2026.

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried.



4. Tom Knights, Home/Acre CDBG Storm Water Projection Approval- this will give the
Township a discharge point for expansion for further stormwater initiatives, whether they
are new and/ or replaced. With the County being the grant holder, they did the bidding
and last week they awarded the project to Holbein Incorporated for $389,578.70. The
CDBG grant itself is $326,042, so the Township match will be $63,536.70 which is 16%
of the project.

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried.

5. Tom Knights, America250PA Resolution- This resolution recognizes the
Commonwealth and Counties initiative for celebrating the America 250" anniversary this
year.

o Motion by Commis. Rice

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried.

6. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Explains bills as presented.
o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried.

7. Correspondence- None made

Pres. Natali asked for public comments from residents:

o Vern Smith, Dolphin Dr.- Made more comments regarding the EMS.

o Stacy Bower, Hillvue Dr.- Looking for answers about the on-street parking issues near
McQuistion Elementary School.

Pres. Natali asked for questions from the Media:

o Ryan Sealer, Butler Radio Network- Question regarding the new stormwater drainage
pipe.

Pres. Natali announces meeting adjourned to executive session: 7:55pm



