MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD
January 19, 2026

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on
January 19th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road,
Butler, PA 16001. The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Ed Natali, Vice- Pres.
Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser Jr., Commissioner Jeff Pakutz and Commissioner David Rice.

Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Director of Public
Works Dave Meeder, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl
McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Engineer Dan Deiseroth, Chief of Police Brian Barnhart
and Student Representative Lucca Unik.

Pres. Natali called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. Last
meeting’s minutes were accepted.

Pres. Natali stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan,
Butler Radio Network. Sol, Butler Eagle.

President Natali requested Departmental Reports:

¢ Student Rep., Lucca Unik- Quick events that occurred following the month of
December and into January. The cheer team won second place in states this year. The
band and dance team were lucky enough to take a trip to Orlando and participate in
Universal’s New Year’'s Eve Parade. In terms of the Govt. clubs and activities, Marci
Mustello came and talked to the Youth and Govt. club about the role as the state’s
Representative. The school’'s medical careers club was able to fundraise 300 hygiene
kits for our community members in need. In my role as Student Representative, | was
able to talk to the Ninth-grade history teacher about the new curriculum which is more
towards the specifics of local Government.

¢ Chief of Police, Brian Barnhart- Sergeant Hovancik and Murphy are back from their
deployment. Sergeant Hovancik got promoted, as soon as he got back, we got him off to
the frontline supervisor school this week. On community relations, No Shave November
we got paid to participate in, we donated $1,200 to the backpack program this year.

e Solicitor, Rebecca Black- Answered Commis. Pakutz question regarding Evergreen
Street. Stating the property has been a problem for a while due to the property being in a
trust with both trustees now deceased in 2019. This is overall a very complicated issue
that is currently being investigated on what the Township can do in this type of situation.
Once the notices are served, additional up to date photos will need to be taken for
citations to be sent out.

¢ Engineer, Dan Deiseroth- The board has our report for the month. Note the home acre
project is out for bid and bid’s open to state review.

e Zoning Officer, Jesse Hines- The Department of Labor and Industries, came in last



week. They come every five years to do an audit on our enforcement of our building
code and the state act. Everything went well. They also randomly chose 3 big projects to
go inspect the sites. Everything went public and they will get us the report.

Commissioner Pakutz- Thanked everyone for their support over the last week and a
half. Asked for an update on the Evergreen Street property.

Vice Pres. Lokhaiser- Announced that Friends of Preston Park will be holding a
presentation at the Butler Township Building in the meeting room January 21% from 4pm-
6pm. The presentation is free and open to the public. There will be a slide show of
videos and photos giving information about Preston Park.

Pres. Natali opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and
residents. None made.

New Business:

1.

Rebecca Black, Decision- Oxford Development Tax Assessment Appeal- This is the
whole Moraine Pointe Plaza including Giant Eagle and Staples but not including Sams
Club. Tax assessment appeal was filed which goes back to the end of 2024. Significant
deviation that taxing bodies are going to be essentially approving through stipulation.
They were assessed at $4,101,020 which equates to a fair market value of $68,350,333.
Huge deviation but, was agreed to stagger the decrease. The County’s valuation was
putting the fair market value down to around $41 million instead of $68 million which has
a huge effect on all the taxing bodies. If the property was over assessed they’ve been
overpaying for a couple of decades now. | am coming to the Commissioners with a set
up stipulation for the three-year decrease.

o Motion by Comis. Lokhaiser.

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes;
Natali: Yes. Motion carried.

Scott Frederick, Volunteer Fire Department Service Agreement- Commissioners
received a copy of the service agreement that was presented to the volunteer fire dept.
this past Monday which was approved with some conditions and changes. The service
agreement solidifies the current operating picture of what the Township does for the
volunteer dept. and what the volunteer dept does for the Township. This was one of the
first recommendations to be implemented from the strategic plan published in March
2025.

o Motion by Commis. Pakutz.

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes;
Natali: Yes. Motion carried.

Tom Knights, Authorize Drafting Job Description and Advertising Deputy Chief of
Police Position- Motion would be to approve the authorization to draft the final job



description and advertise the vacancy as the deputy chief of police.
o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser.

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Lokhaiser:
Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried.

4. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Discussed bills as presented.
o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes;
Natali: Yes. Motion carried.

5. Correspondence- None.

Pres. Natali asked for public comments from residents: None
Pres. Natali asked for questions from the Media:

o Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network- Asked multiple questions regarding the
authorization to draft and advertise the deputy chief of police position.

o Sol McCormick, Butler Eagle- Asked more questions on the new position opening for
deputy chief of police.

Pres. Natali announces meeting adjourned to executive session: 7:05pm



