
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

December 15th , 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 
December 15th, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy 
Road, Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., 
Vice- Pres. Commissioner Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner David Rice and Commissioner Joe 
Wiest. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Director of Public 
Works Dave Meeder, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl 
McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Engineer Dan Deiseroth, Chief of Police Brian Barnhart 
and Student Representative Lucca Unik. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. 
Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 

Butler Radio Network. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- November’s glass recycling we had 8.4 tons. 

• Commissioner Rice- Recognized Commissioner Sam Zurzolo for dedicating his life to 

his community, “It’s awesome to see as a new guy on the board, He accepted me right 

from the gate. I admire to be just like him in that aspect.” Mentioned the Butler Library 

has expressed their appreciation for the Butler Townships donations to help bring 

valuable resources, services, and programs to the community. 

• Commissioner Wiest- Thanked our road dept. for all their hard work over the past 

week, putting in a lot of hours to keep our roads clear from the snow, also thanked 

Commissioner Sam Zurzolo for the 16 years he put into our community, and recognized 

him as Sgt. Major Zurzolo. 

• Vice Pres. Zurzolo- Wanted to thank all the staff members, “it’s been a pleasure being 

here all these years it became a hobby to me, I always look forward to coming.” He 

continued to express how much he appreciated working with every single member on 

the team. 

• Pres. Lokhaiser- Made a public comment to show appreciation to our road dept. for all 

their hard work over the past week. Recognized Commissioner Sam Zurzolo for all his 

years he served the community. “First thing Sam told me was, I’m going to take you 

under my wing and he did we shared an office for 10 years. I can’t thank him enough. 

He’s committed hundreds of hours to this town; it’s very well appreciated.” Asked Sam to 

please step up front and announces “We have a certificate of appreciation for you, 

recognizing you for your service as a Township Commissioner, the Board of 



Commissioners, staff and residents of Butler Township who wish to express their deep 

appreciation for the many years of service to the Butler Township. Your dedication will 

always be remembered. Thank you very much.” 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 

residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Updates From PA American Water- Representatives from PA American Water came in 

to provide information on the rate adjustment request, which no changes will take place 

until August 2026. Expresses what upgrades are being made and what steps are being 

taken in hopes to minimize disruptions for residents. Provides information on a plan that 

can help low-income families with their water bill. Questions were asked, unfortunately 

the representatives from PA American Water had no detailed information to provide at 

this time. 

2. Jesse Hines, Ball Subdivision- Subdividing 11 acres of the parent tract, it’s zoned 

agricultural 1. There is a non-building waiver attached to this parcel, which meets all 

requirements because there is no public sewer in that area. Plans have been reviewed 

and meet all requirements of the ordinance.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice- I move to grant final approval of the Ball Subdivision 

contingent upon Butler County Planning Commission Review. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Tom Knights, Adoption of 2026 Budget- Provided details on the 2026 budget, as 

nothing has been changed from the original proposal on November 13th, 2025. 

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo- Motion to approve the 2026 Budget. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Tom Knights, Police Pension Plan Resolution- Resolutions for 2026 are in support of 

the 2026 budget just approved. The pension plan remains well funded for 2026. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice- Motion to adopt the police pension plan resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Tom Knights, Non-Uniform Pension Plan Resolution- Continues to maintain a 3% 

employee contribution to the pension plan. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest- Motion to approve the non-uniform pension plan 

resolution. 



o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knights, Real Estate Tax Resolution- Will remain the same as previous year 

2025. 

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo- Motion to approve the 2026 real estate tax 

resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Tom Knights, Act 511 Tax Resolution- Will remain the same as previous year 2025.  

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo- Motion to approve the Act 511 tax resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Tom Knights, Auditor Resolution- Still under the proposal from Marduso to continue to 

operate as our independent financial auditor for all the fiscal year of 2025. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest- Motion to approve the audit resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Tom Knights, Sergeant Eligibility List One Year Extension- Last year there were two 

promotions made, unsure if there will be another promotion in 2026, as we still have 8 

candidates to choose from, we would like to extend the eligibility list for one year. 

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo- Motion to approve the one-year extension for the 

sergeant promotion eligibility list. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

10. Tom Knights, Indemnity Escrow Agreement Trustee Resolution- An escrow was 

split in half between the Butler Township and the City of Butler, now what is needed is a 

new trustee from both parties to dissolve the escrow and get the funds transferred to 

each party. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest- Motion to approve the indemnity escrow agreement 

trustee resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

11. Rebecca Black, Trash Collection Transportation Fee Decision- Presented a Second 



Amendment to the Solid Waste Collection Agreement, which essentially acknowledges 

the First Amendment that was executed September 15th, 2025, to reasonably address 

the change in circumstances to the unforeseen situation discussed and serves to revoke 

that agreement, leaving all their terms and conditions in place. This agreement also 

states the contract doesn’t prohibit the imposition of the transportation fee also 

discussed. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice- Motion to authorize the Second Amendment to the 

Solid Waste Collection Agreement, which revokes the First Amendment from 

September 2025. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

12. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented bills for November. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest- Motion to approve the bills. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

13. Correspondence- None 

 

 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comments from residents:  

o Dave Hetzell, Glen Eagles Dr.- Comments on winter maintenance. 

o Jeff Campbell, Delwood Dr- Various comments made about the Delwood and Karns 

Bridge project. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media:  

o Ryan, Butler Radio Network- Asked about the Trash Collection Fee. 

Pres. Lokhaiser announces meeting adjourned to executive session: 7:41pm 

 


