
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

January 5th, 2026 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 
January 5th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Ed Natali, Vice- Pres. 
Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser Jr., Commissioner Jeff Pakutz, Commissioner David Rice and 
Commissioner Joe Wiest. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Andrea Boyle, Director of Public 
Works Dave Meeder, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Engineer Bob Maher, Chief 
of Police Brian Barnhart and Student Representative Lucca Unik. 
 
Manager Knights called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. 
 
Manager Knights opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers 

and residents. None made. 

Reorganization: 

1. Tom Kights, Introduction of Honorable Judge Mathew McCune- Tom Knights 

introduced Judge McCune to the Board of Commissioners. 

2. Oaths of Office- Commissioners’ Ed Natali, Jeff Pakutz., Tax Collector Olivia Wiest 

Matthews- Judge McCune administered the Oaths of Office. 

3. Election of Board President- Manager Tom Knights asked the Board of 

Commissioners for nominations for election of Board President. Lokhaiser nominates 

Natali for President Commissioner. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Tom Knights, Board President assumes Chair of the Meeting- Tom Knights turned 

the meeting over to Board President Ed Natali. 

5. Tom Knights, Election of Board Vice President- New President Commissioner Natali 

has asked the Board of Commissioners for nominations for election of Board Vice 

President Commissioner. Wiest Nominated Lokhaiser for Vice President Commissioner. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest  

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knights, Voting Order- Tom Knights gave the following voting order as follows. 

Jeff Pakutz, David Rice, Joe Wiest, Jim Lokhaiser Jr., Ed Natali. 



7. Appointment of Township Manager- Motion would be to appoint Tom Knights as 

Township Manager. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Appointment of Township Secretary- Motion to appoint Theresa Giesler as Township 

Secretary. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest  

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Appointment of Township Treasurer- Motion would be to appoint Olivia Wiest 

Matthews as Township Treasurer. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice 

o Second by Commis. Pakutz. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: 

Abstained; Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

10. Appointment of Township Solicitor- Motion would be to appoint the law firm of Lutz, 

Pawk and Black as Township Solicitor. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

11. Appointment of Special Council- Motion would be to appoint the law firm of Campbell 

Durant as special labor counsel. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

12. Appointment of Township Engineer- Motion would be to appoint Gateway Engineers 

as Township Engineer. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

13. Appointment of Alternate Engineer- Motion would be to appoint LSSE Engineering as 

alternate engineer. 



o Motion by Commis. Wiest 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

14. Appointment of Sewage Enforcement Officer- Motion would be to appoint David Ice 

as sewage enforcement officer. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

 

15. Appointment of Alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer- Motion would be to appoint 

Mike Corral as alternate sewage enforcement officer. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

16. Appointment of Third-Party Code Inspector and Plan Reviewer- Motion would be to 

appoint PCS as third party code inspectors and plan reviewers. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

17. Tom Knights, Resolution for Depositories- First Commonwealth Bank and PA Local 

Government Investment Trust. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

18. Tom Knights, Resolution for Investment of Surplus Funds- Tom Knights presented 

the  

o Motion by Commis. Rice 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

19. Tom Knights, Resolution for Records Disposition- Presented the Records 

Disposition Resolution. 



o Motion by Commis. Rice 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Pakutz: Yes; Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes; Natali: Yes. Motion carried. 

20. Correspondence- None. 

 

 

Pres. Natali asked for public comments from residents: None 

Pres. Natali asked for questions from the Media: None 

Pres. Natali announces meeting adjourned: 6:50pm 

 


