
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

October 20, 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 
October 20, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., Vice- 
Pres. Commissioner Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner David Rice and 
Commissioner Joe Wiest. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Director of Public 
Works Dave Meeder, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl 
McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Engineer Dan Deiseroth, Chief of Police Brian Barnhart 
and Student Representative Lucca Unik. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. 
Last meeting’s minutes accepted. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Student Rep., Lucca Unik- On Sept. 30th Butler Senior High School hosted the Butler 

County Band Festival. On Oct. 3rd Butler won against University High School with a 

score of 35-27, giving the team a 5-2 win rate for the season. Of course, after the 

Homecoming game is the Homecoming dance the day after. On other news on Oct 9th, 

around 320 high school students arrived at Westminster College for Honors Corps 

Foundation. Another high school had about 13 out of 23 students. 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Reminder that starting next Monday Oct. 27th the 

Public Works Dept. will be starting the tree trimming to get ahead of the winter season. 

Please make sure to contact the Public Works Dept. if anyone does not want us to trim 

their trees you need to contact me at my office and let me know. Also a reminder with 

winter approaching now would be a good time for Residents to look at their mailboxes to 

make sure they are sturdy and things to make sure nothing comes off the plows to knock 

them over. 

• Chief of Police, Brian Barnhart- We are fully climbers now that it’s been in effect for a 

few years. We’ve had two months of success with no errors. 

• Dir of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- Our panel budgets are due in a week. Then we’ll be 

able to set the budget process and earnest after that, putting everything together to have 

our budget meeting on Nov. 13th at 5:30pm. 

• Commissioner Rice- Just wanted to put out a reminder that the Municipal building is a 

drop-off location for The Lighthouse Foundation. We will be collecting donations through 

Nov. 5th, and you can do that any time, Monday through Friday 8:30am to 4:30 pm. 

Some of the items include mac ‘n’ cheese, cranberry sauce, apple sauce, instant 



potatoes and the list continues. Anything Thanksgiving related and non-perishable is a 

key part in that. 

• Commissioner Natali- Starting on a very sad note, our fire dept. lost one of their own in 

the last couple of days, Jim Senopole. He was a long-term member and supporter of the 

organization, he has boys that are also involved in the fire dept. It’s a real family affair for 

them, Providing funeral service details. Please keep the Senopole’s in your prayers, it’s 

a devastating loss for them. Also, on the 31st Butler Township will be having trick-or-treat 

from 6pm-7pm. The last thing to mention is we have our volunteer appreciation dinner 

on Nov. 5th in the evening. 

• Vice Pres. Zurzolo- I would like to thank all the parents for bringing their children out 

here, our future leaders, to see how the Government works and the effort they put into 

these posters. They did a pretty good job. They should be proud of what they’ve done. 

Halloween is coming up, make sure your kids are safe while they’re out trick-or-treating. 

• Pres. Lokhaiser- Registration is open for our Halloween home judging contest. If you’re 

a resident of Butler Township and would like to enter the contest, the cutoff is coming up 

on Thursday the 24th. So far, we believe to have 7 homes entered. We will be judging 

homes on Sunday the 26th and will come around 7pm. Reminder fall leaf collections 

started today. 

• Manager, Tom Knights- Elaborated on the Preston Park Halloween trunk-or-treat. Park 

at the Farm Show due to very limited parking and school buses will be shuttling non-stop 

in and out in intervals of maybe 15-20 mins. Everyone go out there and have a good 

time. 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 

residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Scott Frederick, Presentation of Fire Safety Coloring Contest- This year’s theme 

focused on lithium battery safety and charging practices. Also went over all winners of 

the coloring contest. 

o No motion required. 

2. Russ Cawthorn, Presentation from Specialty Outdoors- Reached out to Pres. 

Lokhaiser by email regarding the condition of the bird boxes, bat boxes and the duck 

boxes at Preston Park. Russ proposed to bring all the boxes down, recondition them and 

put them on a pulley system so they can be monitored at some points. We would charge 

a reduced rate of $50 an hour instead of our normal $85. 

o No motion required. 

3. Jesse Hines, Autumn Woods Phase II Revision I Subdivision- Plans were submitted 



a couple months ago to alter the property boundaries between the units. Each building 

had four units. The parking lines and the party walls in between are the only things 

changing and they will be moved two feet closer to each unit. Everything is clean and 

ready for approval. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval of the Autumn Woods Phase 2 

Revision 1 Subdivision. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Jesse Hines, Top Tier Federal Credit Union Bond Release- Passed their 18 Month 

bond period for improvements. The Township engineer reviewed it, and everything is in 

order to release their maintenance bond. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to release the Top Tier Federal Credit Union 18-Month 

Maintenance Bond in the amount of $37,504.51. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Tom Knights, Award Road Deicing Salt Contract- Awarded Morton Salt the contract 

for $101.19 per ton. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to award the road deicing salt contract to Morton Salt. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knight, Award Route 8/McCalmont Road Traffic Signal Contract- We received 

an Arle grant for $249,504 in 2023. That’s an Automated Red Light Enforcement grant.  

The bid opening on the project involves new poles, new mast arms, new traffic signals, 

and a new control box. Bid opening, we received four bids, the lowest bid was from 

Bronder Technical Services $299,393.86. Of which $249,504 is the Arle grant and 

$49,889.86 is local match. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to award the contract to Bronder Technical Services in 

the amount of $299,393.86. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Tom Knights, Butler County Area Agency on Aging Park Building Use- A senior 

program on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 10am to 2pm. Their facility is no 

longer be accessible to them. They’d like to rent our recreational building as a Monthly 

fee of $1,200 as that is their stipend from the County. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve Butler County Area Agency on Aging Park 



building use in the amount of $1,200 per month for the duration of the lease. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- From General Funds $2,726,883.77, Highway Aid Fund 

$16,641.84, Park Development $7,674.25, Bills paid after the Sept. Report $759,823.31, 

Sept. Payroll $321,311.76. $1.8M of General Funds was used for the Hansen 

intersection and the right complex. Every Nov. we pay our Debt service $650,000. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: 

Abstained; Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Correspondence- None. 

 

 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comments from residents:  

o Jeff Acord, N Bluff St- Made various comments. 

o Shawn Booth, Fontana St- Expressed concerns he has about the retention pond near 

Autumn Woods and Fontana Street. Asked for a barrier to be placed around the pond to 

keep people from going down over the steep hillside. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media:  

o Brian Sander- Questions on round eight of the traffic signal contract.  

o When will this begin? Ideally May, June. 

o How long will the project last? Roughly 4-5 Months.  

o Will there be any impact on traffic? Should not be, no. 

Pres. Lokhaiser announces meeting adjourned to executive session: 7:15pm 

 


