MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD
September 15, 2025

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on
September 15, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road,
Butler, PA 16001. The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Commissioner Jim
Lokhaiser, Vice- Pres. Commissioner Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner Joe
Wiest and Commissioner David Rice.

Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Dan
Deiseroth, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of
Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder, Chief of Police
Brian Barnhart and Student Rep. Lucca Unik.

Pres. Lokhaiser welcomes Scouts from Eagle Scout Troops 19 and 6 and called the meeting to
order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge led by scouts.

Pres. Lokhaiser requested that anyone recording the meeting state their name: William Pitts,
Butler Eagle.

Pres. Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports:

e Student Rep., Lucca Unik- First meeting. Highlighted Butler School District events now
that the school year has started. Senior High saw some renovations over the summer
break that students are enjoying. Clubs are off to a good start and have seen increased
sign-ups. Excited to see so many students wanting to get involved in government.

e Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Notes the burning ordinance which has
begun- MASON which stands for March, April, September, October and November.
Burning can occur during these months, no Sundays. Fine for burning ranges from $100-
$600 according to ordinance along with restitution. Fires have to be out by 5PM.

¢ Chief of Police, Brian Barnhart- New service weapons have arrived.

e Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Paving projects are wrapped up. Glass recycling
picked up 16,660 in August.

e Commissioner Natali- Dining Under the Stars was a wonderful and fun event, people
excited to hear about updates. Gun Bash at Farm Show saw huge turnout and is
thankful for everyone that took part. Reminds about Octoberfest on 10/4 at Preston Park
from 10-3 and October 29" is Trick or Treat with the Chamber of Commerce at Preston
Park from 6-8PM. Nice article in the paper regarding the Emergency Services Academy
at BC3 and commends them.

e Vice-Pres. Zurzolo-Thanks Road department for cutting overgrown grass along 422
and Greenwood Drive. Announces the success of the Dining Under the Stars event at
Preston Park. Has received many complaints regarding the trash at the vacant home on
Lawrence. Waste Management supposed to be coming to collect after many notices.



Commissioner Rice- Happy to see the boy scouts and the student rep.

Pres. Lokhaiser- Cross Country teams for Butler High School will be using Preston Park
trails for 2 upcoming meets. Waste Management has announced fall leaf collection.
Weeks of 10/20, 10/27, 11/10 and 11/17 on regular trash collection days and placed in
biodegradable bags.

Manager, Tom Knights- Quarterly electronic and household hazardous waste collection
for Q2 was: 3000 Ibs. of liquids, 1600 Ibs. of computers and small electronics and 6000
Ibs. of televisions. Looking to promote similar recycling in other municipalities.

New Business:

1.

Presentation of Proposed Eagle Scout Project for Bryson Stoops- 10" Grade
student at Butler High School. Currently a Boy Scout and working toward his Eagle
Scout. Would like to build and install a six foot bench with a lower section that is big
enough for a dog to sit on with their owner since Preston Park is dog-friendly. The bench
would be located along one of the designated dog trails to give walkers and their pets a
nice spot to rest during their walk.

Cheryl McNeill asks if the costs have been calculated and who would help install it- cost
is around $200 and the other scouts and family would help with installation.

Pres. Lokhaiser asks when he plans to install it- sometime later this fall.
o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the installation as presented by Bryson.

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Presentation of Proposed Eagle Scout Project for Nathan Swartzbeck- Boy Scout
from Troop 19 and also working toward his Eagle. Would like to build and install a library
box in front of Lohner Park on David Drive. Would allow children to take books and give
books free of charge. The library would provide easy access to literacy opportunities to
families that may not have the best access to the public library in town. Will gather
donated books to initially stock the library. Hoping to have project completed and
installed end October.

Cheryl McNeill commends him on his plan to use recycled materials to build.

o Motion by Commis. Rice to approve the installation of a library box at Lohner
Park.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.



3. Jesse Hines, Farmers Mutual Land Development- 205 S. Eberhart Road is location of
current building. Previously requested rezoning and lot line revision. Gateway Engineers
designed a plan to build onto the existing building and built a parking lot. Josiah from
Gateway presented blueprints and plans for the development. Building of new parking lot
would help alleviate safety issues for cars entering the roadway. Plan for 1200sqft
second story addition and parking lot would be in the back of the building. The spaces
would be for employees.

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass a resolution granting the final approval of the
Farmers Mutual Land Development with contingencies.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

4. Rebecca Black, Waste Management Contract Amendment- WM approached the
township in April 2025. The West Sunbury landfill has closed due to capacity and now
anything collected in the township will have to travel further to dump into the new landfill.
They are seeking a price adjustment in the contract pricing to make up for the new
milage. States that even with the requested increase in pricing, the township would still
be seeing much lower rates than other servicers are currently providing. Requesting an
amendment approving a minor monthly cost increase for the remainder of the contract at
a residential rate of $2.33 or $27.96 per year. WM would be responsible for advising the
public of this change.

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the contract amendment presented by
Rebecca on behalf of Waste Management.

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

5. Tom Kights, Authorization to Advertise Road Deicing Salt Contract- State requiring
advertisement of salting contract. May not be necessary as it is being worked through.
Would like to handle this as a safety net.

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to authorize advertising 2025-2026 road deicing
contract.

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

6. Tom Knights, Approve Trick or Treat Day and Time- Friday, October 31, 2025 from
6pm-7pm.

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to approve Trick or Treat on 10/31 from 6-7pm.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.



7. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of September.

O

O

Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the bills as presented.

Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Abstain;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any non-agenda items from taxpayers

and residents:

O

Mike Walsh, 101 Aspen Rd.- Has concerns about Waste Management. Truck
spilled hydraulic oil on 9/5. Notified Commissioner Zurzolo, but WM will not be
cleaning up the issue as required by DEP. Disappointed in WM’s response to this
issue and is requesting that this incident go on record. Also states that there are
alternatives to paying extra for WM to take waste further and suggests using a
company that incinerates trash and would produce energy.
Mike Wessel, 114 Winterwood Dr.- Volunteers with Red Cross. Announces
they are teaming up with the fire district to install smoke alarms to residents that
sign up. Residents have to call and request them and they are installed for them.
Has provided information to call and request replacement and installation.
John Hage(sp?), 102 Miller Dr- Property owned by the gas company on
Highland Drive is not being cut. Residents in the neighborhood are upset that it is
not being maintained.
Tanner Soler, 308 MaryBeth Dr- Soler and wife would like to contest the
planting of a road along their property line in an easement. It would be a
maintenance roadway and they are concerned for the safety of their children as
well as their privacy. Thanks Jesse Hines for all of the information regarding the
situation. Upset about people just arriving on their property without being notified.
Asking for clarity on the easement regarding intent and placement. Also states
that he was told work begins next week. Plans to continue fighting construction.
o Rebecca Black responds: Twp has nothing to do with this easement
and do not have a part in it's placement, construction or maintenance. It
would be a private easement for access to utilities. It is not recorded to be
a public road way. The township is not able to force them to use an
alternate access point. Jesse Hines also notes that no permit has been
applied for or granted for the proposed work.
Justin Gooden, 104 Aspen Rd.- Also mentions WM and the fluid leak. Would
like to add that he spoke to WM on multiple occasions about how they plan to fix
it and they stated that they have both CDL and non-CDL drivers so non-CDL
drivers are not required to follow the same driving laws regarding fluid leaks.
Asks that the Twp bring that up in the next contract negotiation. Also asks if the
township has any plans to hold WM accountable. Complains that the township
has disappointed him regarding requests for help on multiple occasions and
notes sewage that came back into his house after the sale of BASA. Commis.
Wiest states him that his service was paid to and provided by BASA and PA



American Water so any issues with them needs to go to them. Solicitor Black
adds that the Township is involved in utility matters when it comes to negotiating
contracts and service on the resident’s behalf. The township can relay issues but
are unable to directly resolve the issue. Mr. Gooden states that the township is
supposed to stand for their residents and are responsible to stand up for
residents to utility providers. Asking that the board of commissioners take these
issues into account when negotiating contracts and choosing companies to work
with. Asking why the commissioners would continue service with WM after this
issue with the spill as well as a previous issue where the brakes went out on a
WM truck and crashed into the ARMCO Credit Union. Black informs that the
township is required to accept the lowest bid by law. Resident argues that
cheapest isn’t the best.

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media:

William Pitts, Butler Eagle

O

Regarding price increase, is this in effect the remainder of the contract or the
next few months? — It would be through the remainder of the contract at the end
of 2026. After that it will be sent out for new bids and will begin in January of
2027 with no way of knowing at this time what the cost will be.

Do you expect an increase?- That is the general expectation is that we will see a
high increase due to the drastic change in the economy since 2018 when the
contract began.

Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network

O

Is the letter that was sent by Waste Management available to read?- Yes we can
provide it to you.

Did it say an effective date or would it be at their discretion? They actually
requested the increase to start in July but that did not happen. At this time they
have requested a formal agreement.

Does the letter state that they are currently losing money? Rebecca reads the
statement from the letter suggesting that their costs would go up but doesn’t
officially state as such.

Pres. Lokhaiser requests motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Natali motions

Commissioner Wiest Seconds

Meeting adjourned 7:56PM



