
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

July 21, 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on July 
21, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Vice- Pres. Commissioner Sam Zurzolo, 
Commissioner Ed Natali and Commissioner David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Mike Pauk, Engineer Dan Deiseroth, 
Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of Emergency Services 
Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder and Chief of Police Brian Barnhart. 
 
Vice-Pres. Zurzolo called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. 
Last meeting’s minutes accepted. 
 
Vice. Pres Zurzolo requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Notes the burning ordinance- MASON 

which stands for March, April, September, October and November. Burning can occur 

during these months, no Sundays. Fine for burning ranges from $100-$600 according to 

ordinance along with restitution. Fires have to be out by 5PM. 

• Chief of Police, Brian Barnhart- Whole department participated in training program 

through Human Services Department. Announces National Night Out on Aug 5th at Twp 

Park and encourages all to come meet the police and get some free hot dogs. Takes 

place from 5-7PM. 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Announces that Wiest Paving begins milling and 

paving on 7/31 and 8/1. Russell Standard is continuing their seal coat project. 

• Manager, Tom Knights- 7/25 All Saints Parish will have annual 5k and Buttercup Road 

will be closed that day. Hansen Ave paving work continues with paving, traffic signal 

installation, mast arms, street names, painting of lanes from 7/21-7/26 from 6pm-6am. 

• Commissioner Natali- Hopes everyone can set aside frustration for the traffic project as 

it is almost finished and behind us and is going to help the community as a whole once it 

is finished. Encourages everyone to make it one more week. 

• Vice-Pres. Zurzolo- Deihl Dodge had their grand opening and ribbon cutting- 

congratulations to them. Announces that there will be a public hearing at 7PM. 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Planning Commission Reappointments- Two Planning Commission 

members are up for reappointment. At this time it is suggested that Sam Zurzolo and 

Brenda Collins be reappointed each for a four-year term to expire in 2029. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to reappoint Sam Zurzolo to the Planning Commission 



for a four-year term to expire in 2029. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: N/A; 

Zurzolo: Abstain; Lokhaiser: N/A. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to reappoint Brenda Collins to the Planning Commission 

for a four-year term to expire in 2029. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: N/A; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: N/A. Motion carried. 

2. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of June. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to approve the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: N/A; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: N/A. Motion carried. 

 

Vice-Pres. Zurzolo opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from 

taxpayers and residents: 

o Vern Smith, Dolphin Dr.- Wants to praise the road crew for the work that they 

did during the winter months. Knows they worked hard. But concerned about 

company being used for tar and chip project as he feels their workers have ben 

disrespectful at times. Also requests that traffic detail be placed on 356 due to 

speeding issue. 

o Karen Hunter, Sterling Dr.- Concerned about community retaining pond in 

Sterling Village. No on is maintaining it and it smells and is overrun with 

vegetation. Concerned that it is unsafe for the community. Knows that Robert 

Heaton was previous owner but that he has since passed. Asking who is 

responsible for maintaining it. Manager Tom Knights suggests that the residents, 

as direct “victims” go after the Heaton Estate for management of the pond. 

o Barbara Stuart- Same complaint in Sterling Village. Asks if the township has any 

responsibility or recourse for abandoned properties. States that PA has nuisance 

land and abandoned land laws. Jesse Hines informs that township engineer 

checked on it 3 years ago and it was found to be acceptable and completing the 

functions it was created for. Dan Deiseroth provides engineering insight. This 

pond was the subject of a lawsuit at one point with the township and they lost as 

they wanted the township to maintain property. Township does NOT maintain 

recreational ponds which this qualifies as while also serving as stormwater 

retention. Suggests contacting DEP and County Conservation District as it 

concerns an active waterway and the direct residents. 

 

  



3. Public Hearing- Farmers Mutual Change of Zoning: 

 

Public Zoning Change Hearing:  
 
o Mike Pauk announces the start of public hearing at 7:00PM.  

o Witness sworn in by court representative.  

o Jesse Hines presents zoning change and subdivision request for Farmers Mutual 

Insurance located at 205 S Eberhart Rd to be combined with 207 S Eberhart Rd. 
Home currently on 207 S Eberhart. Party requesting to extend current parcel of .3 
acres so they can build onto current building. 

o Brian Farrington, counsel for landowner presents additional information and 

reason for request. Notes that existing Residential 1 and Commercial 2 zoning 
lines do not currently follow existing property which is a reason for request. 

o Resident Mary Ford expresses concern for the plan as it backs up to her back 
yard and doesn’t understand the point of the rezoning project. Also concerned that 
her property value will decrease due to proximity and increased traffic/light use. B. 
Farrington explains that it will simply be a corporate office and currently don’t 
expect a lot of increased traffic. Exact building plans have not been set in stone. 
Lisa Gand, Board Member of Farmers Mutual explains that that they wish to move 
parking for the building to make it safer and expresses that there will not be a lot 
of traffic. 

o Mike Pauk announces the close of public hearing at 7:15PM.  

 
 

4. Jesse Hines, Farmers Mutual Subdivision – Reviewed during public hearing. 

Everything is in order and recommended for approval. Do need a modification for an 

odd-shaped lot which they have submitted. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant modification request for an odd-shaped lot. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: N/A; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: N/A. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval of the Farmers Mutual 

Subdivision with contingencies. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: N/A; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: N/A. Motion carried. 

5. Jesse Hines, Farmers Mutual Change of Zoning- Changing of zoning so that entire 

property can be zoned as C2 instead of R1 so that it can be developed as requested. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass an ordinance to grant rezoning of specified 

property from R1 to C2. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: N/A; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: N/A. Motion carried. 



Vice-Pres. Zurzolo asked for public comments from residents: None 

Vice-Pres. Zurzolo asked for questions from the Media: None 

Vice-Pres. Zurzolo requests motion to adjourn. 

Commissioner Natali motions 

Commissioner Rice Seconds 

Meeting adjourned 7:18PM 

 


