
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
June 16, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on June 

16, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., Vice- Pres. 
Commissioner Sam Zurzolo and Commissioner David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Robert 
Wagner, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of Emergency 
Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder, Chief of Police Brian Barnhart 
and Student Representative, Eli Snyder. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. 
Last meeting’s minutes accepted. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Sol McCormick, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Student Rep., Eli Snyder- Final meeting for the year as he just graduated. Won first 
place at a recent, large scale science fair. Announces he will be going to college in 
Scotland next school year. 

• Commissioner Rice- Thanks Eli for working with the township this school year. 
Announces the Birdies for Books Golf Outing June 21st, Cornhole Tournament at 
Helltown Brewing for Leadership Butler County. 

• Pres. Lokhaiser- Also thanks Eli and wishes him well in the future. Announces 
Community Day with Butler Co. Parks and Rec at Alameda on July 2nd from 5-10PM. 
Lots of family activities and fireworks. Welcomes Bradley White from Troop 239 in 
Herman who attended the meeting to complete necessary badges. 

• Manager, Tom Knights- Announces that Hansen Ave project is expected to end in July. 
Storm lines caused some design changes, pushing completion back a bit and asking for 
patience. PennDOT will also be paving Hansen Ave at completion of this project. 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Certificate Presentation to Student Rep. Eli Snyder- Certificate of Appreciation 
presented to Eli Snyder for serving as the Student Rep for the 2024-2025 school year. 
Thanked for his participation and contribution to the board and is wished luck in his 
future endeavors. 



2. Donation Presentation to Golden Tornado Foundation- Following the Guys Who Grill 
event, a donation of $6,000 was presented to Audray Muscatello-Yost from the Golden 
Tornado Scholastic Foundation’s Kids Weekend Backpack Program. She informed that 
between $10,000-$12,000 per month this school year was spent on food for participating 
students in the school district and they are thankful for all donations. Announces that 
they meet to compile lunches Tuesday mornings every week if people are interested in 
getting involved. 

3. Jesse Hines, Autumn Woods Phase I Revision 2 Subdivision – Townhouse plan off 
of Meridian Road. Property boundaries don’t all line up exactly with the building lines. 
Requesting a lot line revision to reflect exact building and property boundaries. No new 
parcels created. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval of the Autumn Woods Phase I 
Revision. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: N/A; Wiest: N/A; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Jesse Hines, Rearick Subdivision- Located at 216 N Duffy Road. Same person owns 
this parcel and a parcel directly behind it. Would like to separate the back lot and create 
a new buildable lot. Planning module needs approved by DEP. Lot 1 would have access 
for sewage into existing manhole. Recommended by planning commission. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval of the Rearick Subdivision upon 
approval from PA American Water and DEP. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: N/A; Wiest: N/A; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Jesse Hines, Mike Kelly Kia Land Development- Lot located at the corner of Evans 
City Rd and Meridian Rd. Property is 4.51 acres and zoned commercial-1. Planning to 
build Mike Kelly Kia Dealership. Ben Walls with Sleighter Design to provide engineering 
presentation on project. 45 permanent jobs expected to be created from the project. 
Hoping to have completed in Spring 2026. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass resolution granting final approval of the Mike 
Kelly Kia Land Development with contingencies.  

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: N/A; Wiest: N/A; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Jesse Hines, Farmers Mutual Change of Zoning Ordinance Introduction- Located at 
205 S. Eberhart Rd, purchased and acquired 207 S. Eberhart. Looking to expand their 
property. Requesting rezoning of that property that a home is currently on and to revise 
a lot line revision. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to introduce ordinance amendment to change the 



proposed lot line of the Farmers Mutual property. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: N/A; Wiest: N/A; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to set the hearing date for July 21st, 2025 at 7PM 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: N/A; Wiest: N/A; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Tom Knights, Appointment to Civil Service Commission- Looking to fill a third seat 
on the civil service commission. Received a letter of interest from Ike Kelly to serve on 
the commission. 

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to appoint Ike Kelly to Civil Service Commission for a 
6 year term beginning June 2025. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: N/A; Wiest: N/A; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of May. 

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to approve the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: N/A; Wiest: N/A; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comments from residents: None 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media. 

Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network:  

-First name of the civil service candidate? Richard “Ike” Kelly  

-Term is effective when? 6 years beginning June 2025  
 

-Will the property owners involved in lot line be notified? Yes, has to be advertised twice 
for the public hearing along with correspondence. 
 
-Once they are complete they would now own 2 properties? Yes. They could build there 
and live on it, they could rent it out or they could even sell it at some point. Both 
properties would now be separate parcels owned by the same person. 

 
Pres. Lokhaiser requests motion to adjourn. 

Commissioner Rice motions 

Vice Pres. Zurzolo Seconds 

Meeting adjourned 7:19PM 



 


