
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
May 19, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on April 

May 19, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, 
PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., Vice- Pres. 
Commissioner Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner David Rice, Commissioner Ed Natali and 
Commissioner Joe Wiest. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Robert 
Wagner, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of Emergency 
Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder, Chief of Police Brian Barnhart 
and Student Representative, Lucca Unik. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. 
Last meeting’s minutes accepted. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Sol McCormick, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- 20 storm related calls for the Month of 
April. 

• Chief of Police, Brian Barnhart- Aggressive Driving detail is currently underway. 
Working with the high school to curb distracted driving for safety and in preparation for 
the new hands free phone use law going into effect June 5th. 

• Commissioner Wiest- Hopes everyone gets out and votes. 

• Vice-Pres. Zurzolo- Also encourages everyone to vote. Guys Who Grill event was 
wonderful and successful. States all of the food was delicious. Announces his 
disappointment with members of the public stealing his campaign signs. 

• Commissioner Natali- Guys Who Grill was a great event. Appreciative of Chief 
Barnhart and Manager Knights for the food they made at the event. PM Rotary held their 
annual meet auction last Saturday. Announces Community Day on July 2nd at Alameda 
from 5-10PM, Christmas In July event on July 26th from 10am-3pm. Announces that the 
fire department meeting will establish a fire and EMS commission as a result of the 
strategic plan. 

• Pres. Lokhaiser- Attended the Kids Day America on May 10 at the Butler Farm Show 
Grounds and says that it was a great event for the kids and commends the fire 
department for taking part. Announces winners of Guys Who Grill event; Best App- Brian 
McCafferty, Best Entrée- Jake Friel, Best Dessert- Adam Martin, People’s Choice- Jared 
Schneider. Looking forward to next year’s event. Memorial Day Parade will be May 26th 
at 10:40am on Main Street. Encourages all to go vote. 



Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Delhurst Woods Resolution Extension – In the process of obtaining 
their agreement and bond. Requesting extension until August 18, 2025. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass resolution extending the Delhurst Woods Final 
Approval until August 18, 2025. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

2. Tom Knights, Award 2025 Road Resurfacing Project- Bid opening occurred at April 
21st meeting with a motion to table for further review. Wiest Asphalt Products and Paving 
Inc. had lowest bid at $778,538.64. 

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to award the road resurfacing project to Wiest 
Asphalt & Paving Products, Inc. in the amount of $778,538.64. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Abstain; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Tom Knights, Award 2025 Seal/Fog Coat Road Maintenance Project- Bid opening 
occurred at April 21st meeting with a motion to table for further review. Russell Standard 
had lowest bid at $74,477.18. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to award seal coat maintenance project to Russell 
Standard in the amount of $74,477.18. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Tom Knights, Interim Property Tax Billing Resolution- Error for 34 lots in Duffy 
Highlands were billed to Center Twp. County is planning to correct error by conducting 
interim property tax bills in July on the township’s behalf. Some BASA lots were also not 
transferred as they were supposed to be and will ne included.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize Butler County to collect interim property 
tax bills on Butler Township’s behalf. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Abstain; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Tom Knights, BASA Certificate of Termination Resolution- Sewer Authority applying 
to terminate their existence with the state. Currently waiting on the finalization of close of 
business audit. Requesting the township and Butler City’s acknowledgment and support 
of their certificate of termination request. 



o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass a resolution recognizing the application of 
termination with the state. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knights, Authorize Civil Service Testing- Exhausted current civil service list for 
potential patrolmen and are preparing to begin the process again so that we can hire 
new patrolmen. Goal is to have completed midsummer.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize civil service testing for patrolmen position. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Appointment of Student Representative- In accordance with Resolution 1807, the 
board of commissioners has selected a student representative for the 2025-2026 school 
district and will appoint Lucca Unik. Commissioner Natali looks forward to working with 
Lucca next year. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to appoint Lucca Unik as the Student Representative for 
the 2025-2026 academic year, to begin on September 15, 2025. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of April. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to approve the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comments from residents: None 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media. 

Hunter Muro, Butler Eagle:  

-Regarding road projects, how many roads are included? 23 Roads.  

-When is it planned? End of July  
 
-Is the Certificate of Termination required by the state? Yes, both municipalities have to 
recognize the request for termination. BASA will no longer function or maintain any 
assets. 
 
-Do you expect two officers to resign in prep for civil service test? There are a couple 
that are eligible for retirement and we want to plan accordingly. 

 



Pres. Lokhaiser invites Representative, Lucca Unik to say a few words: 

- Expresses his excitement to work with the board during the school year and is 
already impressed by the local government process. Thanks the board for the 
opportunity. 

 

Pres. Lokhaiser announces meeting adjourned to executive session: 6:52PM 

 


