
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
March 17, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on March 

17, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., Vice- Pres. 
Commissioner Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner David Rice and 
Commissioner Joe Wiest. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Dan 
Deiseroth, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of 
Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder, Chief of Police 
Brian Barnhart and Student Representative, Eli Snyder. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. 
Last meeting’s minutes accepted. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Sol McCormick, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Student Rep, Eli Snyder- Thanks everyone that attended the high school’s musical, 
states that it was a success with a large turnout. Spring sports are now in session and 
encourages everyone to attend games and support students. 

• Dir of Public Works, Dave Meeder- 8.5 tons of recycled glass for Jan and Feb 2025. 

• Dir of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- Auditors are finished with their audit for the year and 
will have it submitted by April 1. 

• Commissioner Natali- Thursday, March 13th the Strategic Plan was presented to the 
Fire District. Thankful for the turnout. 

• Pres. Lokhaiser- On Feb. 20th, Commissioners Rice, Natali and Zurzolo attended the 
memorial service for Bill McNutt who was the coordinator for American Legion Post 778. 
Thanks the legion and the Women’s auxiliary for the event they put on. Also announces 
that Spring Leaf Collection will be the weeks of April 14th and April 28th. Leaves must be 
placed in bio-degradable bags that will be set out with your regular trash collection. If 
your collection is missed, leave your leaves out and they will come back and get them.  

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Presents that Delta Development 
Group conducted a study to come up with a Strategic Plan for the Fire District to improve 
response and services provided. Interviewed community members, other department 
leadership from neighboring districts and commissioners. They Deduced that the 
Township is willing to build a new facility but that there is a daylight staffing issue and 
offered improvements. Identified data trends including the decline in building fire calls 
over the years that were evaluated. Plan provided some options to move forward and 



improve the service provided to the township. That study and the results are available on 
the township website. 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Butler County Area Agency on Aging- Resolution Extension – 
Requesting 90-day extension for their land development at the health and fitness center. 
They have had multiple extensions currently. John Campbell of Cherry Township 
provided an update on the status. They have put out bids for the construction and 
development. Bids were due March 24th and will be reviewed and selected. Hoping to 
have it awarded by end of month. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass a resolution extending the Butler Co Agency on 
Aging Final Approval to June 16, 2025. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

2. Jesse Hines, McDonald’s Bond Release- McDonalds at Greater Butler Mart has been 
completed and passed their 18-month maintenance bond period. Requesting release. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to release the McDonald’s maintenance bond release in 
the amount of $60,461.78. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Jesse Hines, Planning Commission Appointment- New member has requested to be 
appointed after a seat has been vacant for some time. Gary Baldauf has submitted a 
letter to be appointed for a 4-year term. He is a township resident and owns a business 
in the township. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to appoint Gary Baldauf to the Planning Commission for 
a 4-year term to expire July 2028. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Tom Knights, Award Whippo Ave Storm Water Project- Bid opening occurred on 
March 11th and received 7 bids. Lowest bid received from Bauer Excavating Inc. in the 
amount of $65,729.75. Recommendation letter from Gateway Engineers to award the 
contract. Project should start in April. 

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to award the Whippo Ave Project to Bauer 
Excavating Inc. for the amount of $65,729.75. 



o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Abstain; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of February. 

o Motion by Pres. Natali to approve the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comments from residents:  

Jeff Campbell: Were unaware of the work that would close Delwood Rd and concerned 
that it would effect his business due to truck traffic. Asking for options so that he can 
continue to conduct business. Believes they should have been contacted before now to 
discuss this project. Joe Weist informs that a plan will be created with the contracting 
company to come up with a solution for the two plants right be side the bridge that will be 
effected. 

Matt McCune: Running for one of the open Court of Common Please Judge seats. Is a 
township resident and thankful for the opportunity to address the board. Family cares 
about Butler County and desires to do something important for the public. Hopes that he 
can earn support for the election and hopes to serve Butler County soon. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media. 

Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network:  

-Is there a length of time the Whippo project is expected to take and will there be road 
closures? About 90 days is expected along with paving restoration. Road closures 
possible but likely no more than 2 days.  

-How long is the area of pipe? 230 feet. 
 
-The options for the Strategic Plan are available where for the public and what is the 
timeline to implement and make decisions? They will be available at the municipal 
building or Scott Frederick can be contacted directly. There were multiple goals outlined 
in the plan and study. Wants the public to understand that things are changing and there 
are less fires but more EMS assist is needed and there are more accidents with not 
enough daylight respondents. The teams would be between the township and fire district 
members. Will take place in the near future. 
 
-Who will be the Parks and Rec Director? When does she begin? What is the salary? 
Ashley Helmstaedter will become the point of contact over time and will manage the new 
rec. complex. The salary is $70,500 as a full-time employee.  

 

Pres. Lokhaiser announces meeting adjourned to executive session: 7:05PM 

 


