
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
February 17, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

February 17, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., 
Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner David Rice and Commissioner Joe Wiest. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Jonathan 
Garcziewski, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of 
Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder and Chief of Police 
Brian Barnhart. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. 
Last meeting’s minutes accepted. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and William Pitts, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Commissioner Wiest-Applauds Road crew for their snow removal and salting efforts 
during the recent snow storm. 

• Commissioner Rice- Announces that Leadership Butler County which is sponsored by 
The Butler County Chamber of Commerce, held their annual Myster Dinner which was a 
huge success. 

• Commissioner Natali- Announces the swearing in of fire department officers at the end 
of the month and informs that the strategic planning process is moving along well. A 
preliminary report will be available next week and they expect the final plan to be 
available by the March 17 meeting. 

• Pres. Lokhaiser- Would like to remind everyone about the Carved In Ice event that will 
be happening in Butler City this weekend, February 21-23rd and encourages everyone to 
attend with their families.  

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Police Promotions of Rank – Two township officers promoted to Sergeant. Judge Joe 
Kubit present to conduct the oath for Justin Hovancik and Jon Schaffner. Police Chief 
Brian Barnhart and Lieutenant Matt Pearson present to present new bars and badges to 
the officers. Both men had their wives place their new badge. Officer Hovancik and 
Officer Schaffner are Butler Township’s newest Sergeants. 



2. Jesse Hines, Delhurst Woods Subdivision- Dominic Oliver project manager of the 
development. 29-unit cluster plan proposed on Delwood Drive. Plan includes 18.86 
acres of land and is being handled by Sheffler Engineering. Requesting final approval for 
the plan as well as approval for two modifications to the plan regarding township 
ordinances. First modification refers to a 12% grade on the length of the road exceeding 
the max the township currently allows. The second modification refers to the slope of the 
storm water pond on the lot. Solicitor Rebecca Black supports the granting of the 
modifications as the developer has provided a strong basis for need. Evidence provided 
that emergency vehicles will not have issues accessing the plan entrance with the 
proposed grade. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to approve the modification to the 12% grade of the 
road to 740 feet. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to approve the second modification to the slope of the 
storm water pond. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approve of the Delhurst Woods 
Subdivision with contingencies provided by Gateway Engineers. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Jesse Hines, Baldauf Subdivision- Lot consolidation of two lots with a paper alley 
running in between. Located on Pittsburgh Road. Solicitor Black informs that this actually 
benefits the township as it would take care of an issue that exists with unclaimed paper 
alleys. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval for the Baldauf Subdivision. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Jesse Hines, Greenwood Pump Station Resolution Extension- Project still not 
started after the project was approved almost a year ago. Requesting another 90-day 
extension to begin work. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass a resolution granting final approval of a 90-day 
extension for the Green Wood Pump Station with a final date of May 19, 2025. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 



5. Tom Knights, Authorize Advertising Whippo Ave Storm Water Project- Length of 
stormwater pipe on Whippo Ave. causing damage to a residents driveway, along with 
other issues. Looking to put out to bid so the project can be completed this spring. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize advertising of the Whippo Ave Storm 
Water Project. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knights, Butler Parks & Rec Grant Application Resolution- Each year Butler 
County Parks and Rec. awards grants to improve local parks with a max of $10,000. 
Looking to apply for this grant to purchase combination soccer goals/football goal posts 
for the new athletic field in the Pullman Complex. Actual cost is $7250 and the grant 
requires a match which would require the township to pay $1812. 

o Motion by Commis Natali to approve the application for the Parks and Rec grant. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of January. 

o Motion by Pres. Natali to approve the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comments from residents:  

Steven Kromer, Non-resident: aerial photographer asking for interest in images he has 
taken of Butler Township. Takes photos of areas all over Pennsylvania. Provided website 
information: www.americafromthesky.com. Commissioners will contact him if interested. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media. 

Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network:  

-What is the length of the pipe on Whippo and is it already budgeted? 240 feet. Already 
part of 2025 budget. 

-What is the grant amount and what is the cost of equipment? Will the items be 
purchased anyways even without the grant? The township is required to match a 
percentage of the grant if awarded so would be responsible for $1812. The deadline for 
the application is 2/20. And we are looking at around a 2-month lead time to receive the 
items. Will be purchased regardless. 

 
William Pitts, Butler Eagle: 
 
-Asking for specs on the Delhurst Project? Jesse will provide an outline that the 

http://www.americafromthesky.com/


commissioners all have for the plan. 
 
-What exactly is the equipment for? Pullman sports complex..  

 

Pres. Lokhaiser announces meeting adjourned to executive session: 7:23PM 

 


