
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
December 16, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

December 16, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., Vice-
Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner Joe Wiest and Commissioner 
David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Dan 
Deiseroth, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of 
Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder, Chief of Police 
Brian Barnhart and Student Representative Elijah Snyder. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. 
Last meeting’s minutes accepted. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network recorded the meeting. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Student Rep. Eli Snyder- Informs that the high school is putting on all of the Christmas 
Concerts and encourages residents to attend. 

• Chief of Police, Brian Barnhart- Shop with a Cop event took place on December 6th 
along with other police forces in the county. It was very successful and saw 40 kids take 
part. 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Provides a reminder as we enter winter to not 
push snow from driveways and yards onto the road as it creates a hazard. Also asks that 
anyone with a driveway, please park in it so that the snow plows can do their job 
effectively. Also announces glass recycling amounts:  

• Vice-Pres. Zurzolo- Attended the Chamber of Commerce Christmas Party and said that 
it was a great turnout and a lot of fun. Thanks the department heads for all of their efforts 
this year. 

• Commissioner Natali- Recently had the Christmas Décor Contest and had a fun night. 
Loved seeing the work that the residents put into their homes. Thanks first responders 
still working through the holidays. Welcomes all the new faces that joined the township in 
2024 and looks forward to working with Scott Frederick on the Fire Department in 2025. 

• Pres. Lokhaiser- Attended the Christmas Party at the Penn Theater and commends 
them for all of their work in renovating and reopening the community staple that was 
closed for many years. Commissioners took part in the Christmas Parade on November 
30th and commends the radio network for putting it on. Wishes everyone Happy 
Holidays.  



Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Butler County Agency on Aging Resolution - Requesting extension. 
This would provide a 90-day extension that would expire March 17, 2025 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass resolution extending Butler County Agency on 
Aging final approval for 90 days until March 17, 2025. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

2. Jesse Hines, Bash Bond Release- Requesting an end to the 18-month maintenance 
bond. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to release the Bash maintenance bond in the amount of 
$13,360.50. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Jesse Hines, Popeye’s Bond Release- Requesting release from improvement bond 
and acquire18-month maintenance bond. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to release improvement bond in the amount of 
$178,940.58 contingent upon an 18-month maintenance bond in the amount of 
$17,894. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Tom Knights, BASA Board Representative Reappointment- Although the Authority is 
coming to an end as soon as final billing is completed, the Board still needs to be in 
place and active until the official end. Board member Paul Seybert wishes to be 
reappointed for a 5-year term or until final business is complete.  

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to reappoint Paul Seybert to the BASA Board for a 5-
year term ending 2030. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried 

5. Tom Knights, Appointment of BASA OPEB Trustee- Funding has been provided as 
part of the sale of BASA to cover health care and benefits for employees. Tom Knights 
has been acting as Trustee for Butler Township. Requesting that the Butler Township 



Manager be officially appointed as trustee for BASA. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint The Butler Township Manager as the BASA 
OPEB Trustee. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knights, Adoption of 2025 Township Budget- No changes have been made to 
final budget since the last meeting. Will again see no increase in property tax for the 
year. 

o Motion by Commis Zurzolo to adopt 2025 Budget. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Public Zoning Change Hearing, BASD Real Estate Investors: 

o Rebecca Black announces the start of public hearing at 7:00PM. 
o Witness sworn in by court representative. 
o Jesse Hines presents information for rezoning of old Vagabonds Property 

becoming KENMAC Rentals. 
o John Dench, counsel for landowner presents additional information and 

reason for request. Also presents reasoning for company name and informs 
that it is not affiliated in any way with the school district. 

o Rebecca Black announces the close of public hearing at 7:07PM. 

Public Zoning Ordinance Amendments Hearing 

o Rebecca Black announces the start of the public hearing at 7:08PM. 
o Jesse Hines presents changes in language to current ordinances to clarify 

things as they have not been changed since 2016. Presented summary 
through memo. 

o Denny Puko, Township Planning Consultant also presented reasoning and 
clarification on changes to language. 

o Commissioners had questions about signage ordinances and stated they 
would like to table the issue. 

o Rebecca Black announces the close of public hearing at 7:29PM. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Jesse Hines, BASD Real Estate Investors- LLC Subdivision- Following up on the 
Public Hearing. Presents map of current zoning and proposed change. Requesting 
consolidation of 4 parcels and change. 



o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval of the BASD Real Estate 
Investors Subdivision with contingencies. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Jesse Hines, BASD Investors, LLC Rezoning- Requesting approval to change the 
zoning from R-2 and R-1 to Commercial 2. 

o Motion by Commis Rice to pass ordinance to change zoning to C-2. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Jesse Hines, Zoning Ordinance Amendments Decision- Butler County Planning has 
approved it. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to table this item. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

10. Tom Knights, Police Pension Plan Contribution Resolution- Continues to be 0% 
contribution. 

o Motion by Commis Zurzolo to pass resolution to maintain contribution at 0%. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

11. Tom Knights, Non-Uniform Pension Plan Contribution- Still requires 3% contribution 
rate. 

o Motion by Commis Natali to pass resolution for the 3% Non-Uniform Pension 
Contribution. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

12. Tom Knights, Real Estate Tax Resolution- Contained in 2025 budget. Same as 2024. 
11.25 mils for taxes.  

o Motion by Commis Wiest to approve Real Estate Tax Resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

13. Tom Knights, Act 511 Tax Resolution- Remains at $0 per capita tax. All rates remain 
the same as 2024. 



o Motion by Commis Natali to approve Act 511 Tax Resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

14. Tom Knights, Auditor Resolution- Auditing firm is appointed yearly. Requesting 
appointment of Maher-Duessel to do the 2024 fiscal audit. 

o Motion by Commis Natali to pass resolution approving appointment of Maher-
Duessel for 2024 audit. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

15. Tom Knights, Fee Resolution- Tax Collector has requested a change in fees. Values 
to be $5 increases per item. 

o Motion by Commis Zurzolo to approve fee resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Abstain; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

16. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of November. 

o Motion by Pres. Lokhaiser to approve the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment from residents: None 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media. 

Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network:  

-Where is the township in hiring a Parks Director? Not advertised yet. Into Next year. 

-Is there a list of streets that are part of the 2025 paving project? Preliminary available 
but not complete. 

 

Pres. Lokhaiser requests motion to adjourn: 

Commis. Wiest makes motion 

Commis. Natali Seconds the meeting adjourned at 7:41PM 


