MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD
January 20, 2025

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on

January 20, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road,
Butler, PA 16001. The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., Vice-
Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali and Commissioner Joe Wiest.

Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Dan

Deiseroth, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of
Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder, Chief of Police
Brian Barnhart and Student Representative Elijah Snyder.

Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge.
Last meeting’s minutes accepted.

Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Hunter Vero, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting.

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports:

Pres

Student Rep. Eli Snyder- Informs that Jim Green received the RISE award from the
Department of Education and the district is proud of him.

Commissioner Wiest- Requests that residents do not park on roads during snow
removal, especially if off road parking is available. Also slow down when traveling.

Vice-Pres. Zurzolo- Agrees with Commissioner Wiest on snow safety.

Commissioner Natali- Would like to commend Public Works and the good job they
have done maintaining the roads through the back-to-back snowstorms in recent weeks.
Informs that the work toward the Strategic Plan with Scott Frederick is continuing and he
looks forward to the outcome. Announces that the Fire District Installation Dinner is
January 25", Butler Chamber of Commerce Murder Mystery Dinne is February 15" and
the Butler Downtown’s Carved In Ice event will be February 21-22M.

Pres. Lokhaiser- Commends Student Rep, Eli Snyder on his participation in a recent
competition with classmates on Butler TV. They won and will be moving on to a future
competition in Ligonier. We look forward to watching and cheering him on.

Manager, Tom Knights- Presents Hazardous Waste amounts for the quarter: 1,000 Ibs
of paint product, 1,200 Ibs of computers and similar electronics, 3,800 Ibs of TV’s with a
total weight of approximately 7,455Ibs. Announces that the Karns Crossing Bridge
Replacement Project will begin in February of 2025 and will continue until sometime in
2028. Traffic will see effects of the project as Delwood Drive will be closed off and on
throughout, sometimes for prolonged periods.

. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and



residents. None made.

New Business:

1.

Jesse Hines, The Oaks at Dutchtown Phase I- Resolution Extension — Iltem can be
removed from the agenda. No action needed at this time.

Jesse Hines, Zoning Hearing Board Reappointment- Carl Rose has requested to be
reappointed to the Zoning Hearing Board for a 3 year term.

o Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint Carl Rose to the Zoning Hearing Board for a
term expiring Jan 2028.

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Jesse Hines, Zoning Hearing Board Alternate Reappointment- Joe Gray has
requested to be reappointed as the alternate to the Zoning Hearing Board for a 3 year
term.

o Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint Joe Gray to as the Zoning Hearing Board
Alternate for a term expiring Jan 2028.

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Jesse Hines, Decision-Zoning Ordinance Amendments- Public hearing held at last
meeting regarding proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinances. Commissioner
Wiest motions to reject the amendments with the intention of further discussion.

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to reject the Zoning Ordinance Amendments as
presented.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Tom Knights, Fee Resolution- After review of the fee resolution, an update is needed
to the current fire inspection fees.

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass a fee resolution which includes updates to fire
inspections.

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Tom Knights, Award Pullman Recreation Complex Site Preparation Contract-
Phase Il of the recreation complex includes using fill soil to elevate the property. Bid
opening was Jan 17 with 11 bidders. Gateway Engineers recommends awarding project
to Plain Surface Solutions Inc. in the amount of $346,354. Included an alternate bid for



10.

11.

concrete crushing in the amount of $3,700.

o Motion by Commis Wiest to award the bid to Plain Surface Solutions Inc. in the
amount of $346,354 and concrete crushing in the amount of $3,700.

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Tom Knights, Authorize Drafting Specifications and Advertising the 2025 Road
Resurfacing Project- Will begin compiling list of roads for repaving in 2025.

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to authorize the drafting and advertising of 2025 road
resurfacing project.

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Tom Knights, Authorize Drafting Specifications and Advertising the 2025 Seal
Coat Project- will follow the same process as the resurfacing project, looking to gather
information to compile list of roads needing seal coat so it can be put out to bid.

o Motion by Commis Wiest to authorize drafting specifications and advertising the
2025 seal coat project.

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Tom Knights, Authorize Drafting Specifications and Advertising the Home and
Acre Avenue Storm Water Project- Project has been long-time coming and definitely
needed. CDBG grant awarded in 2023 to go toward this project. Right of ways needed to
be acquired in order to begin this project. Now in position to put this project out to bid.
Hoping to have bid opening in March with award in April and work to begin in May.

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to authorize the drafting specifications and advertising
of the Home and Acre Ave Storm Water Project.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of December.
o Motion by Pres. Wiest to approve the bills as presented.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Correspondence: Butler Area Public Library addressed a letter to the Butler
Township Commissioners thanking them for the $15,000 donation from the township to
the library. Very appreciative and excited to use the funds to enhance the library and it's



mission for the community.
Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comments from residents:

Mark Krenitsky, Meridian Resident: Very happy about the new lights and turning lanes
in Meridian but is concerned that turning lanes are needed in all directions but it is off to a
good start. Also concerned with the number of handicapped parking spots on Bessemer.
Has tenants that live there and most parking spots are handicapped. Suggests that if a
property has off street parking that needs handicapped parking, they must use their off-
street parking spot instead of the street thereby taking parking from other people that may
need it.

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media.
Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network:

-Regarding Karns Crossing Bridge- Beginning next month? Yes February 2025 with
completion of the project in 2028.

-Is there a plan to close? Delwood will have on and off closures. Could be prolonged
throughout the project.

-Regarding the decision to reject the zoning ordinance amendments, does that result in
nothing changing? Correct, it doesn’t change. Rebecca Black informs that it is an
ongoing discussion and revisiting items likely. The ordinances were not rejected as a
whole, but because there were items that the board did not agree with. A new zoning
hearing will possibly be needed to introduce items to amend.

-For the Storm Water project with the grant provided in 2023, does it include a match?
The grant itself was around $300,000 with a cost estimate of $700,000 so the match is
exceeded.

Hunter Vero, Butler Eagle:

-How many fields total will be in the complex? In this second phase will be 3 fields which
are covered by this recent project. Looking for May 31 for the contract to be awarded.

-How many more phases going forward? Anticipated funds in the budget for the 3 fields
and the necessary buildings along with them. Buildings may not be completed this year
thought we hope it will. Once that is done Phase Il will be completed and then Phase Il
begins on the other side of the bridge.

-How much was budgeted this year? $8.7 Million

Pres. Lokhaiser requests motion to adjourn to executive session:
Commis. Natali makes motion

Commis. Zurzolo Seconds the meeting adjourned to executive session at 6:59PM



