MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD
November 4, 2024

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on

November 4, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road,
Butler, PA 16001. The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., Vice-
Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner Joe Wiest and Commissioner
David Rice.

Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black and Director of

Emergency Services Scott Frederick.

Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the

flag.

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted.

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports:

Commissioner Natali- Wishes to remind everyone of the general election on November
5,

Commissioner Wiest- Also suggests that everyone exercise right to vote and informed
that the new speed limit sign was erected on Plateau St as requested.

Commissioner Zurzolo- Would like to thank the Honorable Judge Michael Yeager for
attending the meeting and conducting the swearing in of Police Chief Brian Barnhart.
Also commends the Stand Down event that took place at the American Legion Post 778
recently in honor of local veterans.

Pres. Lokhaiser- Announces that Rosie Shriver is the winner of the Halloween
Decorating Contest that took place on October 27. Will also be conducting a Christmas
Decorating Contest on December 15™. Now accepting reservations for 2025 of the Butler
Township Park Building. Informs that Trick or Treat at Preston Park was a success again
this year and would like to thank the Butler County Chamber of Commerce and all
sponsors for that event. Announces that the Veterans Day Parade will be on Nov 11 at
10:40AM and reminds that the final leaf collection will take place the week of the 11",
Budget meeting will be November 14 at 5:30PM.

Manager, Tom Knights- Announces that the Western PA Rugby Association held their
tournament on the new athletic field. Nov 6 from 5:30-7, Butler Youth Lacrosse will have
an open play trial along with November 9" from 12-1:30PM.

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and
residents. None made.



New Business:

1. Tom Knights, Appointment of Chief of Police- Brian Barnhart served in the US Navy
from 1988-1993 when he was honorably discharged as an E-5. Following his military

service

, he became a State Trooper in 1996 until he became a criminal investigator in

2001. In 2004, he was promoted to Corporal and served as Criminal Investigation

Section

Supervisor. He was again promoted in 2017 to Sergeant and served as Officer

in Charge of the Butler Patrol Unit, Patrol Section Supervisor of Troop D and Station
Commander of Beaver County until 2022. From 2022 until his retirement in 2024, he was
promoted to Lieutenant and served as Station Commander of Butler County.

o

o

Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint Brian Barnhart as the Chief of Police.

Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Judge Yeager swears in Brian Barnhart as Butler Township Chief of Police as he
takes his oath.

Commissioner Natali congratulates the new Chief and welcomes him to Butler
Township. Commissioner Zurzolo thanks him for accepting the position.

Pres. Lokhaiser requests motion to adjourn:

Commis. Natali makes motion.

Commis. Wiest Seconds the motion. Meeting adjourned at 6:47PM



