
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
November 18, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

November 18, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., Vice-
Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner Joe Wiest and Commissioner 
David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Jonathan 
Garczewski, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of 
Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder, Chief of Police 
Brian Barnhart and Student Representative Elijah Snyder. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and the pledge. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Commissioner Rice- Attended the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on Nov 13. Says that 
he is thankful for all of the volunteers and all of the work they do. Claims it was a great 
experience to be at the dinner. 

• Commissioner Wiest- Thanks everyone for their hard work on the budget this year and 
is proud that there was no property tax increase again this year. 

• Commissioner Zurzolo- States that he is proud of Tom Knights for his work on the 
budget and wishes everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

• Pres. Lokhaiser- Attended Veteran of the Year Luncheon and was able to honor 
veteran Gary Nealy along with Commissioners Natali and Zurzolo. Claims it was a great 
event and it was an honor to attend. Leaf collection has finished but there is a dumpster 
at the municipal building to drop off additional leaves. Christmas Home Décor Contest 
has begun and judging will take place on Dec 15th, you can enter on the website and by 
contacting the office. The Christmas parade for Butler will be on Nov 30th downtown. 
Wishes everyone a safe and Happy Thanksgiving. 

• Student Rep. Eli Snyder- Informs that the recent school play was a success and the 
students did a great job. Also the high school had the girls powderpuff football game and 
raised money for the Caring Angels Foundation. Informs that winter sports are starting 
soon so the teams have all begun their tryout process. 

• Chief of Police, Brian Barnhart- Due to high traffic complaints, implementing proactive 
enforcement on 422 and Whitestown Road.  



• Manager, Tom Knights- Thanks Butler Radio Group for the event at the Sports 
Complex.  

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Arbour/Kowalkowski/Burnside Subdivision- Requesting lot line 
revision of 270 and 278 Whitestown Road. All property owners in agreement and 
cooperation to straighten and odd shaped lot line. Neither property owner is gaining 
ground. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval for the 
Arbour/Kowalkowski/Burnside Subdivision. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

2. Jesse Hines, Wright/Wittlinger Subdivision- Requesting lot line revision between two 
property owners. There is currently a shed on the line of both properties. Owners 
wishing to move the line so that the shed is only on one property. Both owners in 
agreement. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval for the Wright/Wittlinger 
Subdivision. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Jesse Hines, Greenwood Pump Station Extension Resolution- BASA is requesting 
another extension to provide enough time to complete the site improvements on the 
pump station that was previously approved. Requesting a 90-day extension. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass resolution extending Greenwood Pump Station 
site improvement project by 90 days to February 17, 2025. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Jesse Hines, PLCB Noise Resolution-Since 2017, the township has imposed our 
noise ordinance on establishments with liquor license, instead of following the PLCB 
requirements. They now do this in 5-year increments and the current expires this year. 
Looking to extend for the next 5 years.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass resolution authorizing the submission of petition 
to PLCB to request Butler TWP establishments be exempt from the state 



Statutes on noise and instead impose own ordinances. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried 

5. Jesse Hines, PLCB Petition- Authorizes petition to be submitted. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to authorize submission to PLCB a petition requesting 
approval to enforce township ordinance. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knights, Authorization to Advertise 2025 Budget- Budget will see no increase in 
property taxes again for 14th year and has a zero-value per capita tax for second year. 
Budget is balanced.  

o Motion by Commis Zurzolo to authorize advertisement of the 2025 budget as 
presented. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of October. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Abstain; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment from residents: 

• Glen Sundo, Glen Eagle Rd/Duffy Highlands- Has concerns about Duffy Highlands 
plan. States that every home that was built while Brenan Homes was overseeing the 
project has a lamp post. Since Horton began taking over the project, the lamp posts are 
no longer being installed and they claim that they will not install them as the original plan 
doesn’t require them. The first two phases that are located in Center Twp have the posts 
but the final Phase which is in Butler Twp will not. Jesse Hines states that Butler 
Township does in fact require lighting in these home plans and said that he will look into 
the matter further and follow up this week. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media- None 

Pres. Lokhaiser requests motion to adjourn: 

Commis. Wiest makes motion 

Commis. Natali Seconds the meeting adjourned at 6:54PM 


