
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
October 18, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

October 18, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., Vice-
Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner Joe Wiest and Commissioner 
David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Dan 
Deiseroth, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of 
Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder and Student 
Representative Elijah Snyder. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
flag let by coloring contest winner, Sophia Gibson. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Group recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Engineer, Dan Deiseroth- Provides an update on the Hansen Ave. project and informs 
that traffic signals were ordered but are delayed an additional 13-weeks or more. The 
Whitestown portion of the job will be affected. Once lights come in, project should finish 
up quickly but at this time, no further work can be completed until the lights arrive. 

• Commissioner Wiest- Announces that Pullman Rec Phase II completed tomorrow and 
is glad to see that kids are already making use of the field. 

• Commissioner Zurzolo- Welcomes the guests from Camp Cadet and from the coloring 
contest. Commends poster winners and also thanks the Preston Park board for the 5k 
that was recently held. States that it was a well-run event. 

• Pres. Lokhaiser- Informs that he, Commis. Rice and Commis. Natali attended a 
government class held at BC3. Informs that it was a great course and was very 
informative and looks forward to doing it again in the future. Would also like to commend 
the 5k held and says that is was a successful event. Student Rep Eli Snyder was there 
along with around ten friends and was glad to see the turnout. Reminds everyone that 
the Halloween Home Decorating contest is on Sunday Oct 27 from 6-8PM and the Trick 
or Treat at Preston Park is on Oct. 30 from 6-8PM. 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

 



New Business: 

1. Donation Presentation to Troop D Camp Cadet- Pres. Lokhaiser presented a check 
for $6,000 to from Camp Cadet Troop D Exec. Director. Funds were raised at the 
Oktoberfest event held at Butler Township Park on October 5th, and through sponsorship 
from Gateway Engineers and PA American Water. The program operates solely on 
donations and began 54 years ago and works to introduce participants to the diverse 
criminal justice system and establish an early, positive relationship with law enforcement 
personnel. 

o No Vote Item 

2. Scott Frederick & Commis. Natali, Fire Prevention Poster Contest Awards- Children 
at schools located in Butler Township learned about fire safety during Fire Prevention 
Week that was held earlier this month. One student from each grade is awarded for the 
best poster. Commissioner Natali presented awards to:  

o Alayna Cully, Kindergarten- Connoquenessing 

o Lennon McCarren, 1st Grade- McQuistion 

o Emalynn Heath, 2nd Grade- Northwest 

o Sophia Gibson, 3rd Grade- Connoquenessing 

o Olivia Shansky, 4th Grade- McQuistion 

o Overall trophy will be presented to McQuistion Elementary 

3. Jesse Hines, The Oaks at Dutchtown Phase I Subdivision- Requesting final 
approval, infrastructure in development. 62 lots total; 31 in Phase I and 31 in Phase II. 
Gateway recommends approval if contingencies from letter dated 10/16/24 are met. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass a resolution granting final approval of The Oaks 
at Dutchtown Phase I Subdivision with contingencies. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

4. Jesse Hines, Autumn Woods Phase II Bond Reduction- Buildings are currently in the 
framing stage. Requesting a bond reduction. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to reduce the Autumn Woods Phase II bond from 
$848,958.08 to $423,140.51. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Jesse Hines, BASD Real Estate Investors Zoning Change—Introduce Ordinance 



and Set Hearing Date- (not Butler Area School District) Requesting lot consolidation 
and rezoning is required as the building was previously grandfathered in to prior zoning. 
Building is currently in a residential zone and the rest of the area is actually commercial 
with allowed residential homes. Requesting approval to rezone the whole area. Local 
land owners are in agreement and support. Hearing date would take place on December 
16 at 7PM. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to introduce an ordinance amending Butler Township’s 
Codified Ordinance, Chapter 300 and all previous amendments thereto by 
changing the zoning classification of Tracts 1 through 4 of the proposed 
Ordinance from R-1 or R-2 to C-2 Convenience Commercial. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to set the public hearing date for December 16, 2024 at 
7PM 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion Carried. 

6. Jesse Hines, Zoning Ordinance Amendments—Introduce Ordinance and set 
Hearing Date- Requesting amendments be made to the ordinances regarding solar 
panel allowances and placement. The amendments would bring the township 
ordinances up to national standard for solar panels and solar farms. Some ordinances 
would also be updated to include garage maximum heights and density allowances for 
unbuildable land. Commis. Wiest had concerns about the land density and taxes paid 
and would like to discuss this issue further. Agreed to set hearing date and approve 
introduction of amendment for discussion. Hearing date would take place on December 
16 at 7:15PM. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to introduce an ordinance amending the Butler 
Township Zoning Chapter 300, Ordinance that was adopted on December 16, 
2017 and all previous amendments thereto. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to set the public hearing date for December 16, 2024 at 
7:15PM 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Tom Knights, Bid Opening—Sale of Vehicles and Equipment- Bid opening of 2012 
pickup truck, 2016 Ford sedan and 1977 International Loader. 10 total bids were 
received.  



1. Mitchell Hendrickson- $2,123 pickup truck, $756 International 
Loader 

2. B&B Motors- $1,801 truck, $5,026 sedan, $500 International 
Loader 

3. John Saul- $3,900 sedan, $3,800 international Loader 

4. Clayton Holbein- $6,600 sedan, $6,400 international loader 

5. Dave Beneziano- $5,107 truck, $2,007 international loader 

6. Terry Steffy- $3,851 international loader 

7. Shawn Hendrickson- $2,626 sedan 

8. David Diyanni- $3,509 sedan 

9. David Christy- $3,276 sedan 

10. Emergency Remarketing- $3,888.18 truck, $2,688.18 sedan 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to award the sedan and international loader to Clayton 
Holbein in the amount of $13,000. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to award the pickup truck to Dave Beneziano in the 
amount of $5,107. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried 

8. Scott & Ed, Award Fire Service Study Consultant- Awarding to Delta Development 
Group in the amount of $35,763 to consult on improvements in the emergency response 
for the Fire District. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to award the contract to Delta Development Group in 
the amount of $35,763. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Tom Knights, Set New Date for Budget Meeting- meeting currently scheduled for 
November 7, 2024. Requesting move to November 14, 2024 at 5:30PM to allow extra 
time to finalize data.  

o Motion by Commis Natali to move the meeting date to November 14, 2024 at 
5:30PM. 



o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

10. Rebecca Black, BASA Wind Down Agreement- Agreement previously executed a 
couple years ago when the sale was beginning. The only changes needed are the dates 
of execution from December 2023 to October 29, 2024.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to amend the Wind Down Agreement Execution Dates 
as presented by solicitor. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

11. Rebecca Black, BASA Closing Agreement- Not an agreement that was previously 
handled. Currently an active appeal period, while no appeal is currently filed the 
agreement is still within it’s legal appeal period. If other municipalities were to appeal 
again, they would have to file a request to the Supreme Court by October 28, 2024. 
Agreement acknowledges that we are closing the sale during an appeal period. Meant to 
safeguard all parties involved in the sale. Only address what happens in the event that 
sale is completed and a municipality attempts to file an appeal after the fact. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the BASA Closing Agreement as presented 
by the solicitor and that Tom Knights AND/OR Jim Lokhaiser, Jr. have 
authorization to execute documents as necessary. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

12. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of September. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: 
Abstain; Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment from residents: 

• Paul McCall, 109 Courtland Lane- Asking Scott Frederick how much room is needed to 
turn down a roadway for the ladder truck. There was an auto accident on Saturday night 
and two poles are damaged and there is only a 22 ft wide opening. Commented that the 
garbage truck will not come down the road sometimes as there is not enough room so 
he has concerns about a fire truck being able to make it. Scott informs that he will come 
out and look at it further. 

• Resident, Plateau St.- Thanks the road crew for their recent work on drains and wants 
to know the status of the speed limit sign request. Was told that police would handle it. 
Previously spoke to Chief Hays who agreed that a sign was needed and then after his 
retirement, no update was provided. One issue is that there isn’t enough room to set up 
a speed study. Lt. Matt Pearson will be conferred with by commissioners.  



Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media:  

• Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network 
o How many signals are back-ordered for Hansen project? Unsure for certain. 
o Is there a change in cost of the project with the delay? Nothing presently. 
o Regarding zoning change, that would be on the zoning agenda? No, it would be 

the planning commission in December. 
o After the 120 days for the fire study the report would be public? Yes, there will be 

a report presented that will be available to the public. Also community 
stakeholders will be asked to take part in the study. 

Pres. Lokhaiser requests motion to adjourn: 

Commis. Wiest makes motion 

Commis. Natali Seconds the meeting adjourned at 7:46PM 


