MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD
September 16, 2024

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on
September 16, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road,
Butler, PA 16001. The following Commissioners were present: Pres. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr., Vice-
Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner Joe Wiest and Commissioner
David Rice.

Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Dan
Deiseroth, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of
Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder and Student
Representative Elijah Snyder.

Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the
flag.

Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name.
William Pitts, Butler Eagle and Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Group recorded the meeting.

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted.

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports:

¢ Student Rep, Eli Snyder- Commented on recent threats to the school district and feels
that the closure of the school district was handled with grace and with the safety of all
students in mind and wishes to thank Dr. White.

o Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Informs the board about the
Sportsman’s Raffle that was held on Sept. 14 at the Farm Show Grounds and that it was
a success.

¢ Commissioner Zurzolo- Announces that we lost a local veteran and community
member, Arcangelo Carosi. Would like to commend the fire department on the
outstanding raffle event.

e Pres. Lokhaiser- Announces several happenings for the month of October: Oct 5" is
the first Oktoberfest event at the Township Park building from 10-3 with free admission.
There will be shuttling for the event. Sunday Oct 20" is the Friends of Preston Park 5k
event at Preston Park, visit the friends of Preston Park website to register. October 30™
is the trick or treat event at Preston Park held with the Chamber of Commerce from 6-
8pm. Parking will be at the Farm Show Grounds with shuttling to the park. Leaf collection
weeks have been set as the weeks of Oct. 14, Oct 21, Oct 28 and Nov 11. Please
biodegradable bags of leaves out with your regular trash collection those weeks. Burning
is now allowed for September, October and November. Fire Prevention week is coming
the week of October 12" and a coloring contest will be held again. Fall newsletter should
be arriving in the mail soon. Also commends the fire department for the great raffle



event. Tornado Tuff Run will be held on September 28" at Alameda beginning at 11am.
This event benefits the Golden Tornado Scholastic Foundation.

Manager, Tom Knights- Informs that a dumpster will again be available at the township
building during the two week delay in leaf pickup after it's success in previous years.

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and
residents. None made.

New Business:

1.

Jesse Hines, Revised Summer Lake Subdivision- Initially brough forward a year ago
when it was turned into a two-lot subdivision. Now looking to create a 4-lot subdivision at
Saxonburg and Bullcreek Roads. Modification for an odd-shaped lot will be needed.
Doesn’t plan on building on one of the lots, just preparing for his family in the future.
Summit Township will have to approve also.

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant a modification for odd-shaped lots in the
revised Summer Lake Subdivision; Commis Rice moves to grant final approval of
revised subdivision plan upon contingencies.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Jess Hines, Oliver Subdivision- 2 parcels owned by Jerry Oliver, wishes to combine 2
lots and create one lot that is more appropriate to build on.

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval of the Oliver Subdivision.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Jesse Hines, Butler County Area Agency on Aging Resolution Extension- Old
Butler Health and Fitness Club. Requesting another 90-day extension for remodeling.

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass a resolution extending the Butler Co. Agency on
Aging Final Approval until December 16, 2024.

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Tom Knights, Handicapped Parking Space Request—318 Bessemer Ave- Lt.
Pearson received request from resident. Verified meeting qualification requirements.
Currently no handicapped spaces in the 300 block on Bessemer. Valid request seeking
approval.

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to approve a handicapped parking space at 318
Bessemer Ave.



o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

. Tom Knights, Award Coverdale Road Project- Public Works made aware of a

depression hole in between two homes in the cul de sac. Attempted to do repair but
unable to accommodate repair by township. Emergency bid put out for this project to
avoid further issues. Lowest bid was Demex LLC in the amount of $29,325.00

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to award the Coverdale Road Project to Demex LLC in
the amount of $29,325.00.

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

. Tom Knights, 2025 Minimum Municipal Pension Obligations- 2025 Police pension

minimum obligation is $550,946.00 and non-uniform minimum obligation is $453,862.00.
o Non-voting item

Set Date and Time for Trick or Treat- Trick or Treat shall be held on October 31 from
6-7PM as in previous years.

o Motion by Pres. Lokhaiser to approve 2024 Trick or Treat for October 31, 6-7PM.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of August.
o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the bills as presented.

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Abstain;
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Correspondence- letter received from Butler Golden Tornado Scholastic Foundation
thanking the township for their continued financial support in supplying in-need students
with weekend food supplies that they may not have access to otherwise.

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media:

Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network
o Timeline for Coverdale Rd? As soon as possible. Want the work to be complete
before weather conditions change. Should take no more than 30 days once
construction begins.
o What is the size of the depression? 210 feet plus a manhole installation.
William Pitts, Butler Eagle
o How close are you to finding a new police chief? It’s an ongoing process.



o How many candidates have come forward and are you close to selection? No
fixed timeline. Interviews have taken place and some more will still happen.
Potential to look into more candidates. Lt. has assumed duties of the chief in the

meantime.
Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment from residents- None.

Pres. Lokhaiser announces regular meeting adjourned to executive session at 7:03PM



