
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
August 19, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

August 19, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, 
Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner Joe Wiest and Commissioner David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Dan 
Deiseroth, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Director of 
Emergency Services Scott Frederick and Director of Public Works Dave Meeder. 
 
Vice. Pres. Zurzolo called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to 
the flag. 
 
Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Past weekend was annual fire training 
where they welcomed 310 students and staff. It was very successful. 

• Commissioner Natali- August 20th is State Rep. Marci Mustello’s Annual Family Fun 
Night at the Butler Farm Show grounds from 5-8PM. There will be a lot of activities and 
giveaways for families. Also September 12th is the Dining Under the Stars fundraising 
event at Preston Park. Tickets can be purchased at www.friendsofpp.org.  

o In accordance with Resolution 1807 and with cooperation from Butler School 
District, the Board of Commissioners-Commissioner Natali would like to motion to 
appoint Elijah Snyder as the Butler Township Student Representative for the 
2024-2025 school year. Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was:  Rice: Yes; 
Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes. Motion carried and Elijah Snyder is 
appointed as the student representative. He took his seat with the board and 
presented his goals in working with the township. He is a senior and is involved 
in student council and tries to be very involved with and speak on behalf of the 
other students for the betterment of all.  

• Commissioner Wiest- Paving projects are completed at this time and we expect to 
have the seal coating this week with an estimate of 10-15 days to complete. Currently 
looking for some snow removal options for the winter. Reminds residents that vehicles 
need to park in their driveways if they have them during the winter. Informs that the 
commissioners are considering proposing an ordinance that during winter months, cars 
are required to be parked in driveways so that snow removal is more efficient within the 
housing plans.  

• Commissioner Zurzolo- Would like to wish Commissioner Natali a Happy 60th Birthday. 

http://www.friendsofpp.org/


Vice Pres. Zurzolo opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers 
and residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Board of Commissioners, Presentation of Funds to Golden Tornado Scholastic 
Foundation- A check for $6,000 is presented to Audray Muscatello Yost for the Kids 
Weekend Backpack Program to help cover some costs of feeding students in need. Last 
year 427 children were fed every weekend and during long school breaks. The funds 
were raised through the Guys Who Grill event that was held in June, as well as some left 
over funds from PA American Water sponsorship donation. Audray also wished to thank 
the township for putting on the Safety Town program for children entering kindergarten 
to learn necessary safety knowledge and skills and is glad to see the change in these 
students through the week as they watch them begin to apply these new skills. 

o Non-voting item. 

2. Jesse Hines, McClellan Subdivision- One lot subdivision at 242 Vogel Road. It is 
zoned Residential 1. Looking to subdivide and build. County Planning Commission 
comments are still needed, as well as BASA approval and DEP approval. Will also need 
an easement. Engineering and Legal in agreement with four contingencies presented. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval for the McClellan Subdivision 
upon completion of four contingencies. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes. Motion carried.  

3. Jesse Hines, Greenwood Pump Station Resolution Extension- Originally approved 
earlier this year. Not complete yet but are requesting a 90-day extension.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval for extension of the Greenwood 
Dr. Pump Station Land Development Project until November 18, 2024. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes. Motion carried.  

4. Jesse Hines, Taco Bell Bond Release- Project at Greater Butler Mart is now complete. 
There are two items that need to be completed. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to release the Taco Bell Amenities Bond in the amount 
of $441,214.40 contingent upon letter completion from Gateway and posting 18-
month maintenance bond in the amount $60,165.16. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes. Motion carried. 

 



5. Jesse Hines, Butler County Magistrate Bond Release- Land development is 
complete and they are now occupying the space. Requesting release of bond. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to release the Butler County Magistrate Amenities Bond 
in the amount of $196,185 contingent upon posting 18-month maintenance bond 
in the among of $26,752.50. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knights, Fee Resolution- Changes made to township fee resolution regarding fire 
and public works. Fire Apparatus fees updated to state average. Field rental field would 
be $55 per hour and $600 per day.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to accept the proposed Fee Resolution as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Commis. Natali, Fire Services Strategic Plan Request for Proposal- Requesting 
Release of Professional Services for Proposal to develop strategic plan for providing fire 
and emergency services in Butler Township. Already provided but looking for a strategic 
plan of how to improve and best serve residents, as well as to work with local agencies. 
Looking for it to be a cooperative effort between the township and the fire district 
members. Will take place through a third-party. Solicitations will need to take place.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize the solicitation of professional services to 
request proposal. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. Commis. Zurzolo requested data from Scott Frederick. 
Scott clarified what is being requested in terms of needs and wants of the 
residents. Rebecca Black agrees and supports the request. The vote was Rice: 
Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Tom Knights, Request for Buttercup Road Closure from All Saints Parish- In April 
original request was made for road closure for a race in July. Due to events surrounding 
the Trump Rally on July 13th, race was postponed to September 7 from 8-10:30AM. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the road closure for the race on Buttercup 
Road. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. Public Works will provide signage regarding the 
closure. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes. Motion 
carried. 

9. Rebecca Black, PA American Water Letter of Extension- Letter sent from PA 
American Water to Executive Director of BASA requesting for the sale agreement to be 
extended. The original agreement includes that neither party will pull out of the sale for a 



period of time if closing hasn’t occurred yet. Water company is requesting that BASA 
would waive their right to terminate the sale agreement for additional 60 days due to 
appeals currently in court, holding up the sale. Requesting township support and 
acknowledgement of this extension. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to support and acknowledge the request to waive 
termination from PA American Water to BASA. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: No; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes. Motion carried. 

10. Tom Knights, Request to Authorize Advertising Sale of Excess Vehicles and 
Equipment- Pickup truck, sedan and front loader are all available to be places for 
auction. Front loader is around 30 years old, sedan is a 2015 and the truck is a 2012. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to authorize the advertisement of sale of excess 
vehicles and equipment. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes. Motion carried. 

11. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the bills for the month of July. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to approve the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes. Motion carried. 

 

Vice Pres. Zurzolo requests an update on the Recreation Complex and Popeye’s Restaurant: 

• Tom Knights informs that construction is still progressing on the concession 
stand/restroom building. Some delays in materials have occurred but the building is still 
considered to be on track. Hopes to release the field for use the week after Labor Day. 
Most likely will need a porta-john available since the building will not be finished yet. 
Plans to begin efforts to take reservations for the field. 

• Jess Hines informs that he has not been made aware of any issues with the construction 
on Popeye’s. They are still within their allotted time. 

Vice Pres. Zurzolo asked for questions from the Media:  

• Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network 
o Where are the funds for donation to GTF from? Combination of Guys Who Grill 

proceeds and remaining funds from PA American Water. 
o Are the amounts for field rental set with a goal in mind for income from the field? 

It is a long-range goal to be able to replace and repair the turf field when the time 
comes. The cost of the turf as of today is $875,000. Tom Knights would be the 



person to be contacted in regards to the field. 
o When would the extension from PA American Water begin? Original date runs 

out on August 21st. Would be extended 60 days if approved by BASA once 
decision is passed down from the Commonwealth Court. Solicitor Black believes 
that the township should make their opinion known to BASA regarding the issue. 

o Are there updates on the Police Chief search? Tom Knights informs that 
interviews are pending and applications are no longer being accepted. 

Vice Pres. Zurzolo asked for public comment from residents: 

• John Zurick, South Duffy Road- Wishes to apologize for anger he had on the phone 
with Dave Meeder regarding his concerns. Informs the board that his family is having 
issues with a storm water culvert that seems to have collapsed or broken. Asking if he is 
responsible or if the water company/township are responsible. If it is his responsibility, 
he is asking for assistance in repairing or replacing it. Commissioner Wiest provides 
some history of the area and previous owners of the surrounding properties. He informs 
Mr. Zurick that an investigation and some research will be done and a camera will most 
likely need to be fed through to see where exactly the issue is.  

Vice Pres. Zurzolo requests a motion to adjourn: 

o Motion by Commis. Natali 
o Second by Commis. Wiest 

Regular meeting adjourned to executive session at 7:25PM 

 


