
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
May 20, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on May 

20, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser Jr., 
Commissioner Joe Wiest and Commissioner David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Director of Emergency Services Scott 
Frederick, Student Representative Braelyn May, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Engineer Dan 
Deiseroth, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Solicitor Rebecca Black, and Director of Public Works 
Dave Meeder. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
flag. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name: Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trizzino, Butler Eagle recorded. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Student Rep., Braelyn May- Thanked everyone for welcoming him as our student 
representative for the year and informed everyone that it was his last meeting. Will be 
graduating June 7th and plans to attend Slippery Rock University for History Education. 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- April responded to 23 flooded 
basement calls during the heavy rains we experienced. Announced that Lyons Road will 
be closed completely for bridge work from June 18th until Aug. 20th. 

• Pres. Commissioner Lokhaiser- Reminds residents that tickets are still available for 
the Guys Who Grill event on June 22nd. Tickets are available at the municipal building 
and Cummings Coffee & Candy West. Also announced our shared event with Butler Co. 
Parks and Rec. on July 2nd for Community Day. There will be fireworks and a lot of 
entertainment for families, this is a free event. Would like to remind everyone that they 
need to take care of their grass on a regular basis as our regulations inspector has 
already begun issuing citations for excessively high grass.  

• Commissioner Wiest- Mentioned the heat and the weather and is pleased with the 
change. 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Greenwood Pump Station Resolution Extension- BASA has requested 



a 90-day extension to make necessary improvements to the Greenwood Drive Pump 
Station.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass a resolution granting an extension for the 
Greenwood Drive Pump Station project. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was:  Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: 
Yes. Motion carried.  

2. Jesse Hines, The Oaks at Dutchtown Resolution Extension- This is in regard to the 
Joe Gray plan. Requesting a 90-day extension.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass a resolution granting an extension for the Oaks 
at Dutchtown project. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. 
Motion carried.  

3. Jesse Hines, Zoning Hearing Board Member Reappointment- Greg Sloan took over 
the time that remained on Greg Haughey’s board term and it has come to an end. 
Requesting approval to reappoint him to the board for a 3-year term ending in Jan 2027.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to approve the reappointment of Greg Sloan to the 
Zoning Hearing Board for a 3-year term. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. 
Motion carried.  

4. Tom Knights, Award 2024 Asphalt Road Resurfacing Project- Bid submitted by 
Wiest Products and Paving, Inc. in the amount of $298,075.82. Previously tabled at last 
meeting. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to award the road resurfacing project to Wiest 
Products and Paving, Inc. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Abstain; Lokhaiser: 
Yes. Motion carried.  

5. Tom Knights, Award 2024 Road Seal Coat Maintenance Project- Bid Submitted by 
Russell Standard in the amount of $198,958.97. Previously tabled at last meeting. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to award the seal coat project to Russell Standard. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: 
Yes. Motion carried.  

6. Tom Knights, Award Pullman Rec. Complex Phase I Site Contract- Gateway 
Engineers accepted bids on behalf of the township for the Pullman Rec. Complex Phase 
I Site Contract. They are recommending that the project be awarded to W.K. Thomas 



and Associates, Inc. for $458,675.83. Engineer Dan Deiseroth informs that there could 
be a delay but they are confident that the site construction will begin within the desired 
estimated completion date of September 1. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to award the phase I site contract to W.K. Thomas and 
Associates as recommended by Gateway Engineers in the amount of 
$458,675.83. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. 
Motion carried.  

7. Tom Knights, Award Pullman Rec. Complex Phase I Building Contract- Gateway 
Engineers accepted bids on behalf of the township for the Pullman Rec. Complex Phase 
I Building Contract. They are recommending that the project be awarded to TBI 
Contracting in the amount of $734,000.00. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to award the Phase I Building Contract to TBI 
Contracting as recommended by Gateway Engineers in the amount of 
$734,000.00 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: 
Yes. Motion carried.  

8. Tom Knights, Award Pullman Rec. Complex Phase I Electrical Contract- Gateway 
Engineers accepted bids on behalf of the township for the Pullman Rec. Complex Phase 
I Electrical Contract. They are recommending that the project be awarded to Right 
Electric, Inc. in the amount of $398,300.00. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to award the Phase I Electrical Contract to Right 
Electric, Inc.as recommended by Gateway Engineers in the amount of 
$398,300.00. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes.  

9. Tom Knights, Award Pullman Rec. Complex Phase I Plumbing Contract- Gateway 
Engineers accepted bids on behalf of the township for the Pullman Rec. Complex Phase 
I Plumbing Contract. They are recommending that the project be awarded to Newman 
Plumbing, Inc. in the amount of $164,890.00. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to award the Phase I Plumbing Contract to Newman 
Plumbing, Inc. as recommended by Gateway Engineers in the amount of 
$164,890.00. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. 
Motion carried.  

10. Tom Knights, Award Pullman Rec. Complex Phase I HVAC Contract- Gateway 
Engineers accepted bids on behalf of the township for the Pullman Rec. Complex Phase 



I HVAC Contract. They are recommending that the project be awarded to Central 
Heating & Plumbing Co., Inc. in the amount of $37,265.00. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to award the Phase I HVAC Contract to Central Heating 
& Plumbing Co., Inc. as recommended by Gateway Engineers in the amount of 
$37,265.00. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. 
Motion carried.  

11. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the monthly bills for April 2024. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to accept the bills as presented. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. 
Motion carried.  

12. Correspondence- Tom Knights presented a letter of resignation from Chief of Police 
John Hays effective June 14th, 2024, worked last day and will use vacation days until 
June 14. Spent the last 11 years as Chief of Police and 44 years total on the police force 
and is thankful to have served Butler Township with his colleagues. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to accept John Hays letter of Resignation. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. 
Motion carried.  

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment: None 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media:  

• Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network 
o Any plans to recognize Chief Hays’ retirement? None planned currently. 
o Are there plans to find a new Chief of Police? There will be an open competition 

to fill the position and all candidates will have to meet a series of minimum 
requirements. 

o Will there be anyone taking over until then? The Lt. will serve as acting chief until 
a qualified candidate is selected. 

o Is there a list of roads that will be part of the two road maintenance projects? 
Dave Meeder has a list and estimated timeline and will provide those soon with a 
goal of all work being finished by the time that school starts.  

• Eddie Trizzino, Butler Eagle 
o What all does the site construction contract entail? Grading, paving and drainage 

associated with everything outside of the building. 

Pres. Lokhaiser announces regular meeting adjourned to executive session at 6:59PM 

 


