BUTLER TOWNSHIP ZONING HEARING BOARD
JUNE 19, 2024

The Zoning Hearing Board of Butler Township met on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 at
6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 South Duffy Road, Butler, PA 16001.

The following Members were present: Vice-Chair Brent Thomas, Member Greg Sloan,
and Alternate Joe Gray.

Also present were Secretary Theresa Giesler, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Solicitor
David A. Crissman, and Court Reporter Cheryl Eckstein.

Solicitor Crissman called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. He announced the passing
away of Chair Greg Haughey.

Solicitor Crissman opened the reorganization meeting.

Motion by Sloan to appoint Brent Thomas as Chair, seconded by Gray and carried
unanimously.

Motion by Chair Thomas to appoint Greg Sloan as Vice-Chair, seconded by Gray and
carried unanimously.

Motion by Chair Thomas to reappoint David Crissman as Solicitor at $175.00/hour,
seconded by Vice-Chair Sloan and carried unanimously.

Motion by Chair Thomas to reappoint Theresa Giesler as Secretary at the current rate of
compensation, seconded by Vice-Chair Sloan and carried unanimously.

Motion by Vice-Chair Sloan to permit any Member to act as hearing officer, seconded by
Gray and carried unanimously.

Motion by Vice-Chair Sloan to adjourn the reorganization meeting at 6:32 p.m., seconded
by Gray and carried unanimously.

Chair Thomas opened the first hearing at 6:32 p.m.

Chair Thomas swore in the Township Secretary, Zoning Officer, applicant and all who
wished to testify.

Secretary Giesler read Appeal No. 2024-01 received April 29, 2024. The applicant is
Ryan Wilcox. He is asking for a Special Exception for Indoor Amusement. The property owner
is KNL Medical Inc. The property is located at 100 Evans Road, Butler, PA (Tax Map Number
053-7-D115-0000). The application was marked as Board Exhibit 1.

The written notice of the hearing given to the applicant was marked as Board Exhibit 2.

The Township Planning Commission and Zoning Officer were informed of the hearing.

The written notice of the hearing that was given to the property owners within 200 feet of
the subject property as supplied by the applicant was marked as Board Exhibit 3.



The public notice that was published once each week for two successive weeks with the
first publication not more than 30 days, and the second publication not less than 7 days from the
date of the hearing was marked as Board Exhibit 4.

The written notice of the hearing that was posted on June 10, 2024 on the subject
property was marked as Board Exhibit 5.

The applicant Ryan Wilcox was in attendance to represent the appeal. He submitted new
drawings, which were entered into the record as Applicant Exhibit 1.

Wilcox explained that he will occupy two of the three suites of the building. He plans to
install eight axe throwing lanes.

Discussion was held regarding the age. Wilcox stated that the participants must be at
least 15 years old and minor participants must be accompanied by an adult.

Discussion was held regarding separation of lanes. Wilcox stated that the lanes will be
separated by four-foot-high wooden walls with an eight-foot metal chain-link fence on top of it.
The lanes will have a rubber floor with a rubber wall behind the targets.

Wilcox stated that he plans to have a pool table and a few arcade games. He might sell
chips, soft drinks, and other light snacks, but will not prepare food for sale.

Discussion was held regarding the hours of operation. Wilcox stated that he plans to be
Closed on Monday and Tuesday, open from 4 p.m. until 10 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday,
4 p.m. to midnight on Friday, noon to midnight on Saturday, and noon to 8 p.m. on Sunday.

Discussion was held regarding the number of employees. Wilcox stated that there would
be himself and one or two family members or employees.

Discussion was held regarding parking. The landlord owns a lot adjacent to the subject
lot which had previously been approved to handle overflow parking.

Zoning Officer Hines explained that the applicants’ next step would be to complete a
Minor Land Development for the change of use.

The Zoning Hearing Board went off record at 6:49 p.m.
The Zoning Hearing Board went on record at 6:50 p.m.

Motion by Gray to grant the special exception requested to operate an axe throwing facility
at the subject property, seconded by Vice-Chair Sloan and carried unanimously.

Chair Thomas informed all present that anyone aggrieved by the decision of the Zoning
Hearing Board may appeal to the Court of Common Pleas within thirty days of the written
decision.

Chair Thomas adjourned the first hearing and the meeting at 6:50 p.m.
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