
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
May 6, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on May 

6, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser Jr., 
Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest and Commissioner David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, and Director of 
Public Works Dave Meeder. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
flag. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name: Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Zach Petroff, Butler Eagle recorded. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Acknowledges two road crew members that 
recently retired. States he’s proud of all of the work they did for so many years and notes 
that they will be missed. 

• Pres. Commissioner Lokhaiser- Reminds residents yard waste burning is no longer 
allowed until September and that there is a dumpster available at the municipal building. 
Also announces some upcoming community events: May 11th is Kids Day America put 
on by Care Chiropractic at the Butler Farm Show grounds where there will be lots of 
activities for children and education for parents; a Flower & Food Festival will be held at 
Alameda Park on May 18th; the township Guys Who Grill event benefiting the Golden 
Tornado Scholastic Foundation is scheduled for June 22nd at Preston Park. There will be 
lots of food and entertainment; Commis. Zurzolo will be celebrating his 83rd birthday 
May11th and asks that everyone wish him a healthy and happy birthday; long-time 
community member and veteran, Archie Carussi will be celebrating his 100th birthday on 
May 14th.  

• Commissioner Sam Zurzolo- Recently attended State of the Commonwealth event at 
Steamfitters Local 449. Very glad to see the turnout and found it very educational. 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Tom Knights, Bid Opening- 2024 Seal Coat Project- Submissions met the 4PM 
deadline to be considered. Russell Standard presented the lowest bid of $198,958.97. 
Requesting that this item be tabled at this time. 



o Motion by Commis. Wiest to table this agenda item for later consideration. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was:  Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

2. Tom Knights, Bid Opening- 2024 Paving Project- Submissions met the 4PM deadline 
to be considered. Wiest Asphalt and paving presented the lowest bid of $298,075.82. 
Requesting that this item be tabled at this time.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to table this agenda item for later consideration. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

3. Tom Knights, Authorize Advertising Acceptance of Bids for Excess Vehicles- 2 
township vehicles will no longer be in commission for township use and are ready for 
bidding. A police sedan and a road department dump truck will be put out for bid once all 
necessary equipment is removed from vehicles.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to authorize advertising of bid acceptance for excess 
vehicles. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

4. Tom Knights, Decision on Highfield Road Storm Water Project- Gateway Engineers 
accepted bids on behalf of the township for the Highfield Road Storm Water Project. The 
lowest bid for the project was presented by Bauer Excavating for $93,411.75. 
Requesting decision on this bid. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to award the bid for the Highfield Storm Water Project 
to Bauer Excavating. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment: 

• John Fisher, Teakwood Rd.- Has a special needs son (8 years) and is concerned 
about dangerous bend on Teakwood with a 25MPH limit. People still speed around the 
bend and his son plays in the front. He is requesting that either the limit be lowered or 
have a caution sign for playing children installed. Dave Meeder will take a look at the 
issue in person. 

• Joe Kepper, Hopewell Ave.- Asking the status of W. Ricks Restaurant after it caught 
fire this winter. Worried about the condition and the safety risks it poses as it recently 
had a partial cave-in after some heavy rains. Also creating a heavy smell around the 
local homes. Tom Knights informs that he is aware the insurance company is still 
conducting their investigation into the event and still await status. 



• Rodney Zallaponi, Eberhart Rd.- Requesting status on the township land parcels that 
are to be put up for sale and asks if neighbors will be asked first. Tom Knights informs 
that legally the parcels have to be listed publicly when they are ready and the township 
is still awaiting surveys to be done on these parcels. Also asked about rumors regarding 
the dek hockey rink at Butler Township park. Pres. Commis. Lokhaiser informs that the 
rumor regarding the closing of the rink and replacing with pickleball courts is false and 
was news to the township. There are no plans and have never been to close the dek 
hockey rink. Suggests that this may have started due to an idea to possibly build a 
regulation-sized dek hockey rink at the new sports complex at Pullman so that 
tournaments and leagues can be played at a larger level, but there were never plans to 
close the current rink. 

• Kelly Zachari, Vista Dr.- Thanks the commissioners for the installation of the turf 
playing field at the new sports complex. Resident is part of the local lacrosse association 
and is looking for an estimated date of completion of the field for play. Currently the 
league is playing at Butler Memorial Park and many games have had to cancel due to 
the condition of the field after inclement weather. Tom Knights advises that as of the 
date of this meeting, the field itself is mostly complete. The building of the concession 
stand and bleachers still needs to occur and hope to have information available to 
prospective renters in August. Resident requests that the township takes the needs of 
local sports associations into consideration verses the local school district when it comes 
to deciding on who to rent to due to the district already having some facilities available to 
them.  

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media:  

• Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network 
o What is the stormwater project start date? Expected to take 45 days once is 

starts. Acknowledges that the intersection with Ferguson Road will prove 
challenging. 

• Zach Petroff, Butler Eagle 
o Where will funds from the sale of the vehicles go? The will go into the general 

fund. 
o How do interested parties bid? Forms will be available at the municipal building 

and on our website. 

Pres. Lokhaiser requests a motion to adjourn to executive session: 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest 
o Second by Commis. Zurzolo 

Regular meeting adjourned to executive session at 6:59PM 

 


