
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
April 15, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on April 

15, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser Jr., 
Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Ed Natali and Commissioner 
David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Jonathan 
Garczewski, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Chief of Police John Hays, Director of Emergency 
Services Scott Frederick, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill 
and Student Representative Braelyn May. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge led by 
Boy Scout Anthony Stoops. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name: Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network recorded. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Student Rep., Braelyn May- Informed that the fire alarms at the high school were pulled 
by a student and learned that some of the alarms in the school do not work and will need 
to be inspected. Also informs that there is a track meet on Friday, 4/19. 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Announced there were 8.79 tons of glass 
collected in the first quarter of 2024. 

• Commissioner Natali- Attended Butler County Symphony Orchestra concert recently 
where they celebrated their 75th Anniversary. Encourages everyone to attend a concert if 
ever given the opportunity.  

• Commissioner Wiest- Reminds residents that it’s important to properly dispose of yard 
waste after the recent rainstorms. Many drains and ditches were blocked by leaves and 
yard debris which contributed to flooding. 

• Pres. Commissioner Lokhaiser- Reminds residents that spring leaf collection begins 
this week and next (April 15 and April 22) on regular trash collection days. All leaves 
must be in biodegradable bags. Also announces that tickets for the Butler Township Fire 
Sportsman’s Raffle are sold out, but non-raffle event tickets will be available at the door 
of the event for $40. Reminds about Kids Day America on May 11 at Butler Farm Show. 

• Manager, Tom Knights- Announces hazardous and electronic waste collection for 2024 
first quarter. 670 lbs of paint, 640 lbs of computers and other small items, 4,740 TVs 
collected with a total of 6,680 lbs.  



Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Eagle Scout Project Request, Anthony Stoops- 10th grader from Troop 6. Interested 
in building a new picnic table to be used at Preston Park for his Eagle Scout qualification 
project. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to approve installation of a new picnic table at Preston 
Park by Anthony Stoops. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was:  Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

2. Jesse Hines, Family Bowlaway Subdivision- 6 unit apartment building on same lot as 
Family Bowlaway. Looking to separate the units from the business lot and create a new 
odd-shaped parcel in the process. There is an existing storm water pond.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant modification for odd-shaped lots in reference to 
Family Bowlaway Subdivision. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to approve the Family Bowlaway Subdivision plan. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

3. Chief Hays, Temporary Road Closure Request for St. Conrad Church- St. Conrad 
Church on Buttercup road is requesting a temporary road closure for their 3rd annual 
Twilight 5k on July 26th. Church will handle the event and a “road closed” sign has also 
been requested from Public Works. 

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to approve the temporary road closure on July 26th 
for St. Conrad Church. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

4. Tom Knights, Civil Service Commission Appointment- Vacancy currently left by 
Tony Stagno. Requesting to appoint the township alternate, Mike Slupe for a 6 year 
term. There is already one alternate position vacant and this appointment will open a 
second one, each for a 6 year term. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to approve the appointment of Mike Slupe to the Civil 
Service Commission for a 6 year term. 



o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

5. Cheryl McNeill, Monthly Bills- Bills for month of March 2024 were presented. 
 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the bills as presented. 
 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion Carried.  

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment: 

• Richard Ray, 102 Krevar Dr.- Presented the issue of speeding in Meridian, specifically 
Eberhart and Whitestown Roads. Has witnessed numerous accidents since moving into 
his house in 2019. Claims there are too many accidents and a lot of speeding. Drives a 
motorcycle himself, worried he or a young kid will get hit and requests that we work with 
PennDOT to conduct traffic study or take whatever steps need to be taken to improve 
this situation. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from the Media:  

• No questions from media. 

Pres. Lokhaiser announces regular meeting adjourned to executive session at 6:49PM 


