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Dr. Frank Preston, Jane Preston and Kip the dog.

A First Class Township      Incorporated 1804

The unusual Perkins Bridge 
is named for Hayes Perkins, 

who came to Preston from the 
Hearst Estate in California. Preston Park

Welcome to Preston Park 
Recognized in 2012 by the Pennsylvania Historical & 

Museum Commission and the National Park Service for its 
historical and cultural significance, Preston Park is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places.  Retreat to nature, 

enjoy the mystique and let the outdoors surround you.

- Acknowledgments - 
Our park wouldn’t be what it is without the help of our 

gracious volunteers from the “Monday Morning Maintenance 
Crew” and the United Way.  Our volunteers put in countless 
hours toward yard work, general maintenance and special 
projects in the park.  Thank you to photographers Roger 

Druschel and Teri Getsay for the use of their beautiful images.

- Donations -
If you enjoy visiting our park to hike, birdwatch, photograph or 
simply enjoy nature, you can help by making a tax-deductible 
donation.  Your contribution will support this special place for 
future generations.  Make a donation to the 'Friends of Preston 

Park Foundation' by visiting the website www.FriendsPP.org

Preston Park in Butler Township
415 South Eberhart Road 

Butler, PA 16001 
724-283-3430

www.butlertwp.org/preston-park

VisitButlerCounty.com

Butler Township’s Preston Park offers 
many recreational opportunities for your 
enjoyment. Open seven days a week from 
dawn to dusk, this park features a variety 
of outdoor activities for all visitors. Hiking, 
fishing, cross-country skiing, picnicking, 

birdwatching and observing wildlife in their 
natural habitat are just a few of the ways 

to explore Preston Park. This hidden gem is 
also the perfect place to photograph nature’s 

beauty, or simply enjoy solitude with the 
environment. Plan your visit today. 

Four Season Enjoyment!

Let Nature Surround You
Welcome to Preston Park, an 100-acre English 
garden woodland created by Dr. Frank and Mrs. 
Jane Preston as a place to live, work, and enjoy 
nature.  Donated to Butler Township in 2010, 
it features unique vegetation, fields of well-
maintained prairie grass, ponds, an abundance 
of wildlife, two pedestrian bridges, and an 
arboretum with different species of pine trees. 
The park offers tree-shaded picnic tables, gently 
sloped, well-marked trails, and a dog-friendly trail.    
Other points of interest include the Geography Lesson, 
the Hacienda, the Iron Gates, and the Coppices; all with 
a unique story to tell.  
Spring brings a burst of color to Preston Park as the 
rhododendron and wildflowers emerge from their 
dormant winter.  Near the flagpole, the wisteria, an 
invasive thick vine-like plant, creates a wall of “purple 
haze” for visitors to enjoy.  Kids of all ages especially 
enjoy the annual Easter Egg hunt.
Summer can bring hot days, but the shade from the 

park’s many trees 
make it easier to 
endure.  During these 
months the beautiful 
prairie is in full bloom 
with the tall wisconsin 
grasses swaying in 
the breeze.  Preston 
Park also features 
movies in the park, 
a 5k race and the 
occasional theatrical 
performances by local 
production companies 
with the popular 
“Shakespeare in the 
Park” performances (be 
sure to check your local 
listings for dates and 
times). 
Western PA’s autumn 
colors are spectacular 
as the park presents 
a contrast between 
the green of its many 

B U T L E R  T O W N S H I P ' S

W
hen Frank Preston 
began planning Preston 

Laboratories, he wrote in his 
memoir that, “I wanted to 
have the best looking place in 
the industry.  I did not expect 
to have the most palatial 
buildings; I hoped to make the 
place attractive by landscaping 
and by its surroundings.”  
The landscape, indeed the 
whole district, is a conscious 
creation of Frank Preston.  
Born in Leicester, England 
in 1896, he transferred 
his Edwardian English 
aesthetic and attitudes to 
his laboratory property and 
created an English-inspired 
landscape garden uniting 
culture and environment 

that defines the district.  It 
is a mixture of utilitarian 
rectangular buildings 
set amongst circular and 
sweeping curved forms, a 
clear expression of Preston’s 
inter-related scientific and 
naturalist personality.

The geometric patterns, the 
textures, the placement of 
buildings, the circulation 
system and the physical 
elements were all designed 
by Preston and reflect 
his vision for Preston 
Laboratories.  Preston 
referred to his property as 
“The Frith,” an archaic English 
word for woodland or game 
preserve.

evergreens and fall’s oranges, yellows, and reds.  
The park offers a special Trick or Treat event for 
Halloween.
Winter offers cross-country skiing on gently sloping 
well-marked trails and sledding on the lawn, 
weather permitting.
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Preston Park Structural 
Points of Interest
Iron Gates
Moved here in the early 1950s from an Ohio 
estate of considerable acreage called “Stover’s 
Field” which had become derelict, Dr. Preston 
was able to purchase the large ornamental 
gates “for a song” as the property on the 
Maumee River was in the pathway of the 
new Ohio Turnpike.  Gates like these were 
commonly found on English estates. An effort 
to utilize the original iron gates to form a 
proper entrance drive for the facility was a 
recent addition.

The Geography Lesson
Chosen and calculated by Dr. Preston in 1936, these original plaques indicate 
the distance and location of faraway places. 

Carnegie Building/Maintenance Building 
Originally constructed to house collections from the Carnegie Museum’s 
Taxidermy and Archeology Departments, today this building serves as the 
Maintenance Building for Preston Park.

Harmony Line Trestle 
The trestle located below the dam is a remnant of the Harmony Short Line.  In 
the early 1900s this broad gauge interurban streetcar line connected Pittsburgh 
to Butler.  This line originally traversed the property through what became 
known as Loch Carrie.

Perkins Bridge
This uniquely designed narrow bridge was constructed by Dr. Preston to 
withstand a deluge or overflow from the dam.  The bridge is named after Hayes 
Perkins, a former consultant and valued caretaker who had come to Preston 
from the Hearst Estate in California. 

Jane’s Hacienda
Frank and Jane Preston often slept here on hot summer evenings 
because the residence had no air conditioning.  This was Jane’s retreat. 

Instrument Building
Approximately 30 employees worked at the Preston Laboratory offices.

Residence/Laboratory
Constructed in 1937, the second story has a three-room apartment 

originally built for the resident caretaker, Hayes Perkins and later 
used from 1937-1947 to house several groundskeepers.  In 1947, 

the Prestons moved into the apartment for the remainder of 
their lives.  Dr. Preston’s library, office, and laboratory are 

located on the main floor.

Preston Park Natural Points of Interest Lilac Pass
Located at the lower end of 
the Fairways, this variety of 
lilacs creates a lane of color and 
fragrance.  Several of these were 
genetically developed and given 
to Jane in the 1950’s by a Butler 
Garden Club friend. 

Apple Orchard
Located beside the garage, 
this has become a favorite 
grazing spot for deer.  The yews 
bordering the orchard are a 
variety of the species used by 
the British to create the English 
longbow.

Arboretum
Dr. Preston planted multiple 
species of evergreens in this 
large, carefully planned oval.  
It was intended to be an area 
of tranquility and one of the 
most complete assemblies of 
diverse evergreens east of the 
Mississippi.

Coppices 
Dr. Preston replicated circular 
planting structures found in 
England known as coppices - 
called “spinneys” in Preston’s 
boyhood home of Leicestershire.  
They had native trees for nuts, 
seeds or berries in the center 
and around these would be a 
tight row of evergreens such 
as spruce to create a winter 
windbreak. 

Druid Circle 
In 1937, Dr. Preston planted 
wild rhododendron to create 
a “circuit court” outside of 
the Druid Circle.  From May 
to June the rhododendrons 
are in spectacular bloom and 
offer a wonderful backdrop 
for photographs.  For visitors, 
walking eight times around 
the circle equals one mile. 

Fairways
Dr. Preston planned  
“avenues of trees” that would 
act as pleasant walkways and 
lanes to allow wildlife to travel 
from tree to tree.  His assistants 
did the manual work, set out 
the guiding lines and insisted 
on planting a number of 
hemlocks because it was felt 
that the grouse would flourish 
there.

Far Meadow
A walk across the “Long 
Bridge” will take you to the 
Far Meadow.  Here Dr. Preston 
planted a crescent-shaped 
line of dogwood trees which 
combine with Lilac Pass to 
provide a colorful stroll in the 
spring.

Hybrid Oak or Leana Oak
This oak tree was naturally 
cross-pollinated and 
propagated between a 
Shingle Oak and a Black 
Oak.  Hybrids contain genetic 
characteristics of both 
parents.  Dr. Preston created 
the etched glass marker at 
the base to showcase the 
tree.

Loch Carrie
With a fishing license and following the catch-and-release policy, visitors 
are able to fish for Bass, Catfish, Sunfish and Bluegill in the pond.  

Metasequoia or Dawn Redwood
This deciduous coniferous tree was thought to be extinct until one was 
rediscovered in China in 1944. The Metasequoia loses its soft needles 
through the fall and winter and has an estimated growth rate of 2’ to 4‘ per 
year.  Deciduous coniferous trees are rare and include the European larch 
(Larix decidua) which is also found in Preston Park.

Prairie Conservation Areas
Planted by Dr. Preston, these prairies are significant 
examples of Wisconsin Prairie Grass which is unique to 
the area.  Carefully managed for preservation, it is also 
the home of many wildflowers.

Serbian Spruce
Tall and slender with graceful upswept branches, the Serbian Spruce is an 
elegant evergreen tree.  It has glossy dark green needles with streaks of 
white and distinctive purple cones.  It is a threatened species in its native 
Serbia, Bosnia, and Herzegovina where only a few patches of habitat 
remain; however they are found thriving throughout Preston Park.
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