MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD
April 1, 2024

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on April

1, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA
16001. The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser Jr.,
Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest and Commissioner David Rice.

Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Solicitor SJ Milliron,

Chief of Police John Hays and Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill.

Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge.

Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name: Ryan
Saeler, Butler Radio Network recorded.

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted.

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports:

Commissioner Wiest- Mentioned the wet weather we have been experiencing so far
this spring. Looking forward to the work that will be done in the township beginning this
season.

Commissioner Zurzolo- Notes that the work down at the sports complex has begun
and is looking good so far. States that he looks forward to the progress to be made to
the park and the community from the project.

Commissioner Rice- Presented proclamation for National Library Week highlighting the
value and importance of libraries to the community. Proclaims National Library Week
April 7"-13", 2024 and encourages everyone to visit their local library.

Pres. Commissioner Lokhaiser- Informs that the recent Easter egg hunt hosted by the
Butler County Chamber of Commerce on March 23 at Preston Park was very successful
and saw a huge turnout. Wishes to thank Jordan at the Chamber, Rep. Mustello and Jeff
Double for another year of hard work for a great event and looks forward to it again in
the future. Would also like to provide some updates; Preston Park restrooms are open
for the year at this time, Monday Morning Maintenance is scheduled to begin April 8
pending weather, Township leaf collection will occur on regular trash pickup days the
weeks of April 15" and April 22", Street Sweeping will be the week of April 8-12 and the
township participation in collecting pet food for the Butler Humane Society’s Pet Food
Pantry begins today (April 1).

Chief of Police, John Hays- Department is involved in aggressive driving program and
several officers are out in the community keeping the roads safe. Also received 2™
vehicle from Ibis Tek and are pleased with results.



Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and
residents. None made.

New Business:

1.

2023 Audit Presentation Completed by Maher Duessel- Dustin Star presented the
2023 audit results that were completed on March 28, 2024. Already submitted to the
state as required. No discrepancies or issues found, minor suggestions made to more
accurate record keeping. Cyber security training is suggested to avoid phishing or
ransomware attacks to township computers and servers

o Non-voting item.

Tom Knights, Approval of Fireworks Agreement with Butler County Parks & Rec.
for Community Day- County has already signed onto the agreement. Between the
township and Butler County for fireworks show that will be produced on July 2™ for
shared Community Day event. Show will take place at Alameda Park and launch site
has already been approved for safety. Pyrotecnico designed and will produce this
fireworks display for a cost of $12,500 that will be covered solely by township sponsors.
Agreement covers each participant’s duties in the event.

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to approve entering Fireworks agreement with Butler
County.

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Tom Knights, Authorize Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Planning Assistance Grant Application Resolution- Resolution needed in order to
apply for specific grant to go toward drudging of the pond at Preston Park. Around 4 ft. of
sediment has been found at the bottom of the pond. Tributary study is needed in order to
safeguard. Will be required to include repairs to the dam. Will be requesting $72,849 of
grant funds to cover the planning of this project and will be executed and signed for by
Tom Knights.

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to pass resolution to authorize Tom Knights to apply
for and coordinate the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Planning Assistance Grant.

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

Correspondence:

Greg Tincha submits his notice of resignation and retirement. Last day of work will be
April 18" with vacation time ending June 5. Worked for the Township for around 45
years. Remembered by commissioners as being a very committed and faithful
employee.



o Motion by Commis. Wiest to accept the resignation notice of retirement for Greg
Tincha.

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.

o Ted Rekich submits his notice of resignation and retirement. Last day of work will be
April 30" and vacation ending June 17". Worked for the Township for 36 years. Commis.
Wiest recalls him being hired when his father was a previous commissioner for Butler
Township. Also remembered as committed and hard worker.

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to accept the resignation notice of Ted Rekich.

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes;
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion Carried.

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment or question from the Media and public:

e Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network-

o Asks if the sponsors for the fireworks display are already lined up and
confirmed? PA American Water is committed sponsor along with a couple
others to be determined.

o Is there a local match attached to the grant application? Township would
contribute 15% or $9,600.

o When will you find out about the grant? Deadline is May 315" so most
likely not until October.

o Will any work take place on the pond between now and then? Is the study
complete? No work will take place. A couple studies are already finished
but some still need done. May need to occur in phases.

Pres. Lokhaiser requests motion to adjourn to executive session for legal matters

e Commissioner Wiest makes motion
e Commissioner Zurzolo Seconds.

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:00PM



