
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
March 18, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on March 

18, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser Jr., 
Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Ed Natali and Commissioner 
David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor SJ Milliron, Dir. Of Emergency 
Services Scott Frederick, Dir. Of Public Works Dave Meeder, Chief of Police John Hays, Dir. Of 
Finance Cheryl McNeill, Engineer Dan Deiseroth and Zoning Officer Jesse Hines. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag led by Troop 20 of the Moraine Trails Council. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name: Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trizzino, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Commissioner Rice- Announced a reminder of the Butler County Chamber of 
Commerce 3rd annual Easter Egg Hunt at Preston Park, this Saturday, March 23. 

• Commissioner Natali- Suggests everyone view the new informational about the 
Cleveland Cliffs Butler Steel Plant that was produced by the international union as it 
shines a light on how our community could be affected by the closing of the plant. Also 
wants to commend the fire department for their work on the planned burn at the Butler 
VA recently. 

• Commissioner Zurzolo- Thanks the Eagle Scouts for attending the meeting and 
leading our pledge. Also wishes everyone a Happy Easter. 

• Commissioner Wiest- No updates 

• Pres. Commissioner Lokhaiser- Informs that all 5 commissioners attended the State of 
the County meeting that occurred on March 7th where they received beneficial updates 
on the happenings in Butler County from our county commissioners and Mark Gordon. 
Wishes to remind everyone of the public meeting about the upcoming Hansen 
Ave/Whitestown Rd traffic Project. Meeting will be March 20th at 6 p.m. at the municipal 
building.  

• Manager, Tom Knights- No updates. 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Informed everyone about the recent 
planned burn that occurred at the Butler VA. Proud of the work that was conducted and 



was happy to welcome crew members from around 20 fire departments across 
neighboring states and hopes to work in this capacity again in the future. 

• Chief of Police, John Hays- 1 new vehicle has been received and the others are 
currently being prepared for police use. 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None made. 

New Business: 

1. Morgan Oesterling, Eagle Scout Project Request- Morgan is a member of Morain 
Trails Council working toward his promotion to Eagle Scout. Requesting permission to 
build and place 4 to 5 bat boxes around the Sawmill Run/ Preston Park population to 
house the local bat population and their pups. Informs that no assistance or materials 
are requested from the Township, just permission.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to grant permission for bat boxes to be built and 
installed around Sawmill Run and Preston Park. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

2. Jesse Hines, Butler County Area Agency on Aging Resolution Extension- 
Requesting resolution to extend final approval by additional 90 days in order to finalize 
necessary items. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to extend Butler County Area Agency on Aging final 
approval to June 17, 2024. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

3. Jesse Hines, Top Tier Federal Credit Union Bond Release- Requesting bond be 
released as all work is completed and they have now opened with occupancy permit. 
Gateway did inspection and recommends the release. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to release Top Tier Federal Credit Union bond in the 
amount of $275,033.09 contingent upon the receipt of an 18- month maintenance 
bond in the amount of $37,504.51. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

4. Chief Hays, Civil Service Testing Application Fee- Requesting waiver of the $45 
testing fee that the township generally charges applicants for the Civil Service Exam in 
order to be competitive with other agencies in the area. The normal testing fee is around 
$90 for which the township has only charged applicants $45. 



o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to waive the 2024 $45 Civil Service Testing 
Application Fee to be in line with the local competitive market. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

5. Tom Knights, Authorize Advertising the Pullman Rec. Complex Concession 
Building and Parking Lot Project- Requesting authorization to advertise the 
acceptance of bids for the Rec. Complex Concession Building and Parking Lot Project. 
The building includes restrooms, ADA access to the Press Box, electrical control room 
and concessions. No locker rooms or showers are included in the plan. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize the advertising of the Pullman Rec. 
Complex Concession Building and Parking Lot Project. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

6. Tom Knights, Reappointment to Civil Service Commission- Requesting approval to 
reappoint Rich Gillotti to the Civil Service Commission for a 6 year term . 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to reappoint Rich Gillotti to the Civil Service 
Commission for a 6 year term. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

7. Tom Knights, Authorize Advertising 2024 Asphalt Road Resurfacing Project- 
Requesting authorization to advertise for bid. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to authorize the advertising of the 2024 Asphalt Road 
Resurfacing Project. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

8. Tom Knights, Authorize Advertising 2024 Seal Coat Road Maintenance Project- 
Requesting authorization to advertise the project for bid. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to authorize the advertising of the 2024 Seal Coat 
Road Maintenance Project. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

9. Cheryl McNeill, Bills- Presented the Monthly bills for February 2024. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to accept the bills as presented. 



o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

10. Correspondence- no correspondence presented. 

 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment or question from taxpayers: 

• Mark Krenitsky, Winterwood Drive- Owns a house on Bessemer and there is a lane 
that runs behind this house. Local residents park on this lane which alleviates the 
parking issues on Bessemer itself. However, the road is in need of repair and he is 
requesting it be considered into the projects. Dave Meeder instructs that the township is 
not responsible for alley ways such as this one. Any property owner that is deeded 
access are allowed to pull together to pave, seal or chip coat the lane. The township is 
not responsible for the roadway, but they will not stop local residents from upgrading it if 
they wish. 

• Robert Wiest, Duffy Road- Requesting that the township perform a traffic study at the 
intersections of Duffy Rd/Whitetown Rd and Duffy Rd/Evans City Rd. to determine the 
need for turning lanes. Finds it to be unsafe to turn at either of these intersections. 
Manager Knights informs that a previous study was done and he will look for the results. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment or question from the Media: 

• Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network-  
o Asks if there is a timeline for the rec. complex work currently being put out 

to bed to be finalized. It is expected to be finished by end of August. 
o Asks for the timeline on the field installation. It was anticipated to be 

installed this week, however the inclement weather has effected that 
timeline and some work still needs finished. 

o The bleachers are not part of this bid? The purchase of the bleachers is 
separate but the pouring of the concrete pads they will sit on is included. 

o Is there a list of roads to be seal coated? Still being developed. 
o Are those being awarded in May as well? Yes, most likely the quickest 

they will be awarded. 
• Eddie Trizzino, Butler Eagle- 

o Will the township pay the Civil Service Fee or will it be waived in total? 
The township still gets charged the testing fee, the portion the applicant 
pays will be waived by the township. 

Pres. Lokhaiser requests motion to adjourn to executive session 

• Commissioner Natali makes motion 
• Commissioner Wiest Seconds.. 

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:01PM 


