
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
February 19, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

February 19, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Jim 
Lokhaiser Jr., Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Ed Natali and Commissioner David 
Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Jonathan 
Garczewski, Engineer Bill Braun, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, 
Dir. of Public Works Dave Meeder, Chief of Police John Hays and Dir. Of Emergency Services 
Scott Frederick. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag.  
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name: Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Commissioner Wiest- Updated that he is proud of the work that our Road Department 
put in this past weekend to keep the roads safe and clear during the snowstorm we had. 

• Commissioner Rice- Informed that Zoning experiences an audit every 5 years and the 
township audit score has improved from 4 to 2 for commercial zoning and 3 for 
residential. Also informs that there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony for the grand 
opening of Top Tier Credit Union on February 29 and 11AM. 

• Commissioner Natali- States that $31.80 is the typical value of a volunteer hour for 
community service and states that the fire department brings in a value of around 
$547,596 with the hours of training, service calls, etc. and is proud of this asset that our 
community has. States that he is very proud of our Fire Department Volunteers and 
announced that the responder to the most calls was James Manning in 2023 with over 
400 calls. Would also like to remind everyone that the Boy Scouts dinner will be held at 
the Meridian Fire Station on April 13th and updates the Friends of Preston Park will be 
producing and filming some marketing videos for the park. 

• Pres. Commissioner Lokhaiser- Reminds everyone that yard waste burning begins in 
March and also reminds to follow the “MASON” rules of March, April, September, 
October, November with no burning on Sundays. Would also like to commend the fire 
department and the 16 people of ours that responded to the fire at W. Rick’s Restaurant 
on Meridian Road over the weekend. Also thanks all of the other departments that 
assisted in fighting the fire.  



• Manager, Tom Knights- Updates with the Household and Hazardous Waste report for 
2023. In December, 928 lbs of paints were collected. Throughout 2023, 4,520 lbs of 
paint products, 4,436 lbs of computers and small electronics and 21,037 lbs of TV’s with 
a total of 37,204 lbs collected. 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Waiting on info for the most recent fire 
report. Updates that the department responded to 810 calls with an average of 7.5 
people per call and a response time of 10.23 minutes. 

• Dir. Of Public Works- No updates 

• Chief of Police, John Hays- Attended the Lowry House event with fire department, 
children’s service and the ambulance service where 1,495 stuffed animals were 
collected. Also some of the new vehicles are in and are expected to be picked up in the 
next couple of weeks. 

• Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- No updates 

• Zoning, Jesse Hines- No updates 

• Engineering, Jonathan Garczewski- No updates  

• Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents: 

• Bobbi Jo Cornetti- Dutchtown Road— Presenting comments on Joe Gray 
Development plan. She and her husband are immediate neighbors and believe they will 
be negatively impacted by plan. Requested larger buffer zone and privacy border. Also 
requesting to be more mature, higher trees for the privacy border and noise barrier. 

• Paul Cornetti- Dutchtown Road—Husband of Bobbi Jo and also presents comments 
on Joe Gray Development plan. States that he appreciates the efforts that have been 
made so far but also requests additional efforts for privacy and noise protection. 
Provided a history of the land sale and zoning while requesting more privacy. 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Gray Subdivision- Mike Ogin from Gateway Engineers presents the Joe 
Gray Subdivision. Plan includes 3 lots being reduced to 2 lots. The larger lot will be 
developed on 30.8 acres. Senate Engineering is the alternative on this project. Approval 
on this subdivision is needed in order to proceed with the following subdevelopment 
plan. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant final approval of the Gray Subdivision 
contingent upon compliance with the Senate Engineering Company’s letter dated 
January 3, 2024. 



o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

2. Jesse Hines, The Oaks at Dutchtown-Subdevelopment - Planned housing on the Joe 
Gray land on Dutchtown Road with just over 30 acres. 81 units allowed on this property 
however only 62 units proposed with each housing lot being 1/3 acre. Requesting 
Preliminary and final approval for Phase I and Preliminary approval for Phase II. Power 
line right of way meets requirements and has been approved by the power company. 
Also explained regarding the Cornetti’s comments on privacy along the property line, not 
only is there planned to be 3-foot trees but the lot where homes will be built is set down 
around 8 feet giving the possibility of privacy up to 11 feet.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass a resolution granting Preliminary and Final 
approval of The Oaks at Dutchtown Subdivision Phase I, and Preliminary 
approval of Phase II contingent upon: 

1. Compliance with Senate Engineering Company’s letter dated February 
16, 2024 

2. Executing a Developer’s Agreement approved by the Township Solicitor 
3. Posting of Financial Security in the amount and form acceptable to the 

Township Solicitor 
4. Receipt of NPDES Permit 
5. Approval from the Butler Area Sewer Authority 

 
o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

3. Jesse Hines, Autumn Woods- Land Development- Reminds that around 2 years ago, 
this project was approved by the Board of Commissioners. Bob Brennan requested the 
approval for 92 condo units to be built on this land along with a clubhouse and pool. He 
is now seeking to modify the building plan to include townhouses in the housing cluster 
along with some condominiums. The number of units will remain the same and the new 
plan actually alleviates some issues that had arisen before. No roads will change in 
Phase I and neither will Township infrastructure. In Phase II the private road component 
will be replaced with a cul-de-sac. BASA is currently reviewing the changes and does 
not require a new development agreement. However, does suggest that there is an 
amendment agreement drawn up outlining that no changes need to be made to the 
bond. A mailbox cluster will be included and be handicap accessible. There will be two 
separate HOA’s as part of this community: one for the townhouses and another for the 
condos with both sharing a maintenance agreement for shared spaces. Explains that he 
is now retiring, and D.R. Horton will be taking over the development of this housing plan 
over time. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to grant Preliminary and Final approval of the revised 
Autumn Woods Land Development Phase I, and Preliminary approval of Phase II 
contingent upon: 



1. Compliance with Gateway Engineers’ letter dated February 8, 2024 
2. Executing an amended Developer’s Agreement approved by the 

Township Solicitor 
3. Approval from the Butler Area Sewer Authority for the revised plans 

 
o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

4. Jesse Hines, Greenwood Drive Pump Station Resolution Extension- BASA is still 
working on making suggested improvements that were required for approval. 
Requesting an extension at this time.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to pass a resolution extending the Greenwood Drive 
Pump Station Land Development final approval until May 20, 2024. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

5. Jesse Hines, Butler Area School District Bond Release- Requesting for the 
amenities bond to be released after completing requirements that were previously 
approved. Looking to move forward in compliance.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to release the Butler Area School District bond in the 
amount of $264,899.53, contingent upon compliance with Gateway Engineers 
letter dated February 9, 2024, and receipt of an 18-month maintenance bond in 
the amount of $36,122.67. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

6. Jesse Hines, Duffy Highlands Phase III Bond Reduction- Moving forward and ready 
to begin Phase III. Currently in line with all requirements.  

o Motion by Commis. Rice to reduce the Duffy Highlands Phase III bond from 
$734,235.95 to $695,102.15. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

7. Jesse Hines, Quick Care Bond Reduction- Currently being built behind the shopping 
center and going up quickly. Requests bond be reduced. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to reduce the Quick Care Medical Complex bond from 
$199,056.00 to $115,946.00. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

8. Tom Knights, Authorize Notification to Civil Service Commission- In anticipation of 



a possible vacancy this year, the CSC will need to begin their process of selecting a new 
candidate. Qualified candidates will be scheduled for written and physical exam and will 
be coordinated by the township. Following, the CSC will determine the best possible 
choices to the Board of Commissioners. If any veteran is a top 3 candidate, CSC 
requires that person be chosen. Requesting authorization to begin process.  

o Motion by Commis. Wiest. to authorize notification to the Civil Service Comission. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

9. Cheryl McNeill, Monthly Bills- Presented bills for the month of January 2024. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the January 2024 bills. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

10. Correspondence- No correspondence received. 

 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment or question from taxpayers. None asked. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from media. None asked.  

Pres. Lokhaiser adjourns regular meeting to Executive Session at 7:49PM 


