
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
February 5, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

February 5, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Jim 
Lokhaiser Jr., Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Ed Natali and 
Commissioner David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights and Solicitor Rebecca Black. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag.  
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name: Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Commissioner Wiest- Snow has let up substantially and we are back onto the tree-
trimming project for the roads that will have tar and chipping this year. 

• Commissioner Zurzolo- Went to installation dinner for the Fire Department where 
American Legion Post 778 presented a check for $2000 to go toward the purchase of 
infrared cameras to use inside firetrucks. Very impressed with the turnout and all of the 
hours that have been put in. 

• Commissioner Natali- Also wanted to follow up on the installation dinner and reports 
there were around 810 calls taken in 2023 and the top fireperson took around 450 fire 
calls which demonstrates the amount of work and sacrifice these people provide for the 
township. Also wants to mention the Reality Tour for the spring season. It is a drug and 
alcohol program from teens from Junior High-High School that aims to educate and 
provide resources on avoiding and doing away with drug use. 

• Commissioner Rice- Attended installation dinner and wants to recognize all of the hard 
work and sacrifice that was witnessed by our volunteers. Informs February 10 there is a 
group called Leadership Butler County hosting a Murder Mystery Dinner at the Atrium. 
The funds raised from the dinner will be used to renovate and improve the Prospect 
baseball fields which will benefit the community as a whole. Tickets are still available for 
purchase. 

• Pres. Commissioner Lokhaiser- Noted that one important person was missing from 
the installation dinner, our Director of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick. He was 
absent as he and his wife, Alycia just welcomed a baby boy this passed Saturday. 
Wishes to congratulate them both. Informs of the Butler AM Rotary event, 8th Annual 



Carved in Ice this coming weekend where attendees can see all of the ice sculptures 
along with other family activities.  

• Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates 

• Manager, Tom Knights- No updates 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents: 

1. Dave Heltzell- Marion Drive: Question regarding dam repair and maintenance to 
Preston Park. Would like to consider refurbishing McCormick’s Pond which is much 
smaller but believes that it has a lot of traffic and should also be improved. Also believes 
that the dam itself does not need repaired but just the supports and buttresses. Believes 
there may be a large brass valve in the bottom of the main pond marked by a 3.5ft 
concrete pedestal. Thinks that residents should be excited to see the project begin. 

New Business: 

1. Tom Knights, Butler County Parks Renovation Program Resolution- Butler County 
Parks and Recreation sponsors a grant program every year that the Township always 
applies for to benefit our parks. This year the pickleball courts need some updated 
maintenance coming to $17,750. Requesting authorization to apply. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize the application for the Butler County Parks 
and Recreation annual grant program. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. Commis. Natali asked about the process of 
resurfacing as to whether we conduct it or put out a bid for the job. Tom Knights 
informed that it would be contracted. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: 
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

2. Authorize Drafting Cost Estimate for Township Park/Community Building 
Renovations- Multi-purpose community facilities program- Brand new grant 
program from DCED this year that benefits existing community buildings by renovating 
them in order to make them more beneficial to the community and the people that use 
them. Grant Program has a $250,000 floor and $2 million ceiling meant for building 
renovations. Our current park building is in need of some upgrades to the ceiling, kitchen 
and parking lot along with digitizing.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize drafting a cost estimate for the township 
park and building renovations. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. Commis. Rice asked if the grant only applied to the 
buildings or if it would include the playground as well. Tom Knights informed it 
seems to only apply to the buildings, however work will need done to make the 
parking lot and playground more accessible. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: 
Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  



3. Tom Knights, Authorize Drafting Cost Estimate for Dam Repair and Renovations 
to Preston Park Pond- Acknowledged Mr. Heltzell’s comments and agreed that work 
needs done on the pond. Informed that an engineer reviewed the pond regarding 
unknown levels of silt collecting in the pond. The engineer’s recommendation is to 
gradually begin work over time. Pond does have a Class III rating from ARMY Corp of 
Engineers so one of those engineers would be needed to review project. McCormick’s 
Pond. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize drafting of cost estimate for renovations 
needed for the pond and dam.  

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

4. Tom Knights, Authorize Drafting Specifications for Highfield Storm Water Project 
Phase III- Third project done in the Highfield community to address storm water issues. 
Current project would focus on access to manholes near Ferguson and Highfield.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize drafting specifications for Storm Water 
Project Phase III. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

5. Correspondence- no correspondence presented. 

 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment or question from taxpayers: 

• Mark Krenitsky- at the end of Winterwood Drive there is a catch basin on one side of 
the road and not the other. Concerned that after rainstorms there is flooding and pooling 
that occurs on the other. Claims that it was mentioned last year but not fixed. Causes 
issues in the winter as well when slush gathers at the intersection. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from media:  

• Eddie Trazzino from Butler Eagle: 
o Is the grant referred to in the agenda in regards to the Butler Township Park 

Building? – That grant is meant to resurface the pickleball courts. The maximum 
grant is $10,000. 

o How long has it been since any work has been done? – Last year some large 
kitchen appliances were replaced and the flooring in the kitchen was a couple 
years ago. It has been some time since the wood flooring has been updated. At 
this time there isn’t a previous date from roofing or window work which points to a 
need for that. Would also like to make it more handicap accessible.  

o Has the dam been worked on recently?- Not since the township has owned the 
park. 



• Ryan Saeler from Butler Radio Network:  
o Regarding Item 2, who will actually be drafting the cost estimate and is there a 

cost?- Gateway Engineers will be drafting it but there isn’t currently a cost 
available to have the actual cost estimate drafted itself. Calculated through an 
hourly rate. Rebecca Black clarified that the authorization that occurred tonight is 
simply in regards to taking the first steps to even creating a draft before bids and 
estimates can begin. 

o Does the township require this cost estimate in time to apply for grant?- Grant 
application deadline is in April. 

o Regarding the dam and pond project, who is going to draft that?- Gateway would 
be drafting that as well. Estimated to occur sometime between February and 
April. 

 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for motion to adjourn to Executive Session. 

• Motion by Commis. Natali to adjourn. 
• Second by Commis. Wiest. 

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:03PM 

 


