
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
January 15, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

January 15, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Jim 
Lokhaiser Jr., Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Ed Natali and 
Commissioner David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Bob Maher, 
Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Director of Public Works Dave 
Meeder, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick and Student Representative Braelyn May. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag.  
 
Pres. Lokhaiser stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name: Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Lokhaiser requested Departmental Reports: 

• Commissioner Rice- No updates 

• Commissioner Natali- Acknowledged the loss of one of our Volunteer Fire Department 
members, Greg Haughey who will be missed. 

• Commissioner Zurzolo- No updates  

• Commissioner Wiest- No updates 

• Pres. Commissioner Lokhaiser- Jim Diamond recently resigned from the Transit Board 
after serving for 17 years and has requested a letter of thanks for him.  

• Student Representative, Braelyn May- No updates.  

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Submitted report and also 
acknowledged Greg Haughey and highlighted his 57-year membership with the fire 
department and will be a great loss to the township. “Final Call” conducted by District 3 
Fire and escorted during funeral service. 

• Dir. Of Public Works- Glass recycling collected 9.39 ton of glass in the month of 
December, making a total of 43.63 ton for the year of 2023. 

• Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- No updates. 

• Zoning, Jesse Hines- No updates 



• Engineering, Bob Maher- No updates.  

• Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates. 

• Manager, Tom Knights- No updates 

Pres. Lokhaiser opened the floor to comments regarding any agenda items from taxpayers and 
residents. None were made.  

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Diehl Bond Reduction- Site improvements have been completed. 
Dumpster enclosure is needed, and it is recommended that they establish an 18-month 
bond. 

o Motion by Commis. Rice to release the Diehl Volkswagen of Butler Bond of 
$1,855.99 with contingencies. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

2. Rebecca Black, Assignment of Easements to Butler Area Sewer Authority- As the 
process of selling the authority to PA American Water, easement parcels were found to 
not be assigned to correct party and will need to be transferred to BASA in order to 
complete sale.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize Tom Knights to move forward with 
easement transfers. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

3. Tom Knights, Authorize Surveying of Township Owned Properties- As part of 
budget development, funds were set aside to survey 7 parcels in the township’s 
possession so that decisions can be made regarding the parcels purpose. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to authorize the surveying of township owned 
properties by Gateway Engineers.  

o Second by Commis. Natali. Commis. Natali asked about odd-shaped parcels and 
if these properties fit into that designation. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; 
Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

4. Tom Knights, Award Hansen Ave/Whitestown Rd/Armco Dr Traffic Project- Two 
bids received. Gateway Engineers provided a recommendation to award project to Frank 
J. Zottola Construction in the amount of $3,396,433 with an expected start date in March 
or April. Expected to be a 6-8 month project. Heavy effect on traffic but greatly needed.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to award the project to Frank J. Zottola Construction. 



o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

5. Cheryl McNeill, Monthly Bills- Presented bills for the month of December 2023. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the December 2023 bills. 

o Second by Commis. Rice. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes. Motion carried.  

6. Correspondence- Received a letter of thanks from the Golden Tornado Scholastic 
Foundation for the funds that were awarded to them from the township during the 
December 2023 meeting. 

 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for public comment or question from taxpayers: 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for questions from media:  

• Eddie Trazzino from Butler Eagle: 
o Is the cost for the Hansen project totaling $3 million for all phases or just one? 

Full project. 
o Is there any contribution from PennDOT? No, but there was a grant awarded 

from the state. 
o What was the name of the contractor? Zottola Construction. 

Pres. Lokhaiser asked for motion to adjourn. 

• Motion by Commis. Natali to adjourn. 
• Second by Commis. Wiest. 

Regular Meeting adjourns at 6:47PM 


