BUTLER TOWNSHIP ZONING HEARING BOARD
OCTOBER 4, 2023

The Zoning Hearing Board of Butler Township met on Wednesday, October 4, 2023 at
6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 South Duffy Road, Butler, PA 16001.

The following Members were present. Chair Greg Haughey, Vice-Chair Brent Thomas,
and Member Greg Sloan.

Also present were Secretary Theresa Giesler, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Solicitor David
A. Crissman, and Court Reporter Cheryl Eckstein.

Chair Haughey called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Chair Haughey opened the first hearing at 6:30 p.m.

Chair Haughey swore in the Township Secretary, Zoning Officer, applicant and all who
wished to testify.

Secretary Giesler read Appeal No. 2023-05 received August 7, 2023. The applicants are
Tanner & Tracey Miller. They are asking for a variance for honeybee keeping. The applicable
section that was cited was Butler Township’s Codified Ordinance Chapter 300-17.B.(6) Keeping
of domestic pets. The property is located at 103 Stratford Drive, Butler, PA. (Tax Map Number
051-53-8D-0000). The application was marked as Board Exhibit 1.

The written notice of the hearing given to the applicant was marked as Board Exhibit 2.
The Township Planning Commission and Zoning Officer were informed of the hearing.

The written notice of the hearing that was given to the property owners within 200 feet of
the subject property as supplied by the applicant was marked as Board Exhibit 3.

The public notice that was published once each week for two successive weeks with the
first publication not more than 30 days, and the second publication not less than 7 days from the
date of the hearing was marked as Board Exhibit 4.

The written notice of the hearing that was posted on September 26, 2023 on the subject
property was marked as Board Exhibit 5.

The applicant Tanner Miller was in attendance to represent the appeal. Tanner Miller
gave an overview of his hobby of beekeeping. He talked about the benefits of honeybees to the
environment.

Discussion was held regarding the number of bees and the maintenance of the bees and
honeybee boxes.

Brad Yasinsky of 110 Vogel Road was in attendance. He opposes the keeping of
honeybees. He stated that the honeybees go in his woods and congregate around the ditch.
He is concerned with the bees stinging his son and causing a health risk. He is also concerned
that the honeybees are attracting bears into his backyard.



Tanner Miller explained that he has an electric fence around the hives.

Mr. Bucek of 102 Stratford Drive was in attendance to testify that there were bears before
the Miller’s starting keeping honeybees.

Kevin Hart of 105 Stratford Drive was in attendance to testify that the bees have not been
aggressive.

Robert Bonetti of 101 Stratford Drive was in attendance to testify that he has not had any
problems with the bees coming after him when he mows the grass.

William Pichler of 110 Stratford Drive was in attendance to testify that he is a bee keeper.
He stated that the bears have been traveling back and forth. He also stated that the bees are
attracted to flowers and do not gravitate towards the woods.

The applicants father, Bruck Miller of Brockway, PA was in attendance. He thinks that we
need to encourage bee keeping.

Zoning Officer Hines handed out his decision letter, which is dated June 26, 2023 and
addressed to Tanner & Tracy Miller. This letter was marked as Township Exhibit 6 and entered
as part of the record.

The Zoning Hearing Board went off record at 7:11 p.m.
The Zoning Hearing Board went on record at 7:38 p.m.

Motion by Vice-Chair Thomas to deny the applicants’ request for a variance but deemed
that a variance is not necessary to allow for beekeeping activities as conducted by the applicants
as the same is a principal permitted use of the property, seconded by Sloan and carried
unanimously.

Chair Haughey informed all present that anyone aggrieved by the decision of the Zoning
Hearing Board may appeal to the Court of Common Pleas within thirty days of the written
decision.

Chair Haughey adjourned the first hearing at 7:40 p.m.
The Board took a recess from 7:40 p.m. to 7:46 p.m.
Chair Haughey opened the second hearing at 7:46 p.m.

Chair Haughey swore in the Township Secretary, Zoning Officer, applicant and all who
wished to testify.

Secretary Giesler read Appeal No. 2023-06 received August 24, 2023. The applicant is
Quaker State Construction. They are asking for a variance for the installation of a 10’ x 6.5’
gable roof over the existing front stoop. The applicable sections that were cited were Butler
Township’s Codified Ordinance Chapter 300-22.C.(2)(a) and Chapter 300-22.B. The property is
located at 219 Pinewood Drive, Butler, PA. (Tax Map Number 056-19-27A7-0000). The
property owners are Leonard & Mary Dietz. The application was marked as Board Exhibit 1.

The written notice of the hearing given to the applicant was marked as Board Exhibit 2.



The Township Planning Commission and Zoning Officer were informed of the hearing.

The written notice of the hearing that was given to the property owners within 200 feet of
the subject property as supplied by the applicant was marked as Board Exhibit 3.

The public notice that was published once each week for two successive weeks with the
first publication not more than 30 days, and the second publication not less than 7 days from the
date of the hearing was marked as Board Exhibit 4.

The written notice of the hearing that was posted on September 26, 2023 on the subject
property was marked as Board Exhibit 5.

The applicant, Jeremy Polito with Quaker State Construction was in attendance to
represent the appeal. Jeremy Polito gave an overview of the appeal.

Matthew Konieczny of 223 Pinewood Drive was in attendance. Matthew Konieczny is in
support of the application as they did not expand the porch any.

The Zoning Hearing Board went off record at 7:57 p.m.
The Zoning Hearing Board went on record at 7:58 p.m.

Motion by Vice-Chair Thomas to grant the Home Owners’ request for a 15 %2 foot variance
from the 40-foot front yard set back requirement of the ordinance to construct a gabled roof over
the concrete stoop at the front of their home, seconded by Sloan and carried unanimously.

Chair Haughey informed all present that anyone aggrieved by the decision of the Zoning
Hearing Board may appeal to the Court of Common Pleas within thirty days of the written
decision.

Chair Haughey adjourned the second hearing at 7:59 p.m.
Chair Haughey opened the third hearing at 8:00 p.m.

Chair Haughey swore in the Township Secretary, Zoning Officer, applicant and all who
wished to testify.

Secretary Giesler read Appeal No. 2023-07 received September 1, 2023. The applicant
is Tesla Biohealing and MedBed Center. They are asking for a Special Exception for a
members-only health club and a reduction in the required parking. The applicable sections that
were cited were Butler Township’s Codified Ordinance Chapter 300-9. Definitions, Chapter 300-
20. Authorized uses in C-2 Convenience Commercial District, Chapter 300-23. Standards and
criteria for conditional uses and uses by special exception and Chapter 300-25. Parking
requirements. The property is located at 139 Pittsburgh Road, Butler, PA (Tax Map Number
051-45-25-0000). The application was marked as Board Exhibit 1.

The written notice of the hearing given to the applicant was marked as Board Exhibit 2.

The Township Planning Commission and Zoning Officer were informed of the hearing.



The written notice of the hearing that was given to the property owners within 200 feet of
the subject property as supplied by the applicant was marked as Board Exhibit 3.

The public notice that was published once each week for two successive weeks with the
first publication not more than 30 days, and the second publication not less than 7 days from the
date of the hearing was marked as Board Exhibit 4.

The written notice of the hearing that was posted on September 26, 2023 on the subject
property was marked as Board Exhibit 5.

Marlene Myers with ASHLAR Architecture & Engineering, LLC and Tim Walter with Tesla
Biohealing and MedBed Center were in attendance to represent the appeal. Marlene Myers
gave an overview of the appeal.

Discussion was held regarding the number of employees, as well as the number of
people that would be visiting the property.

The Zoning Hearing Board went off record at 8:14 p.m.

The Zoning Hearing Board went on record at 8:16 p.m.

Motion by Vice-Chair Thomas to grant the applicant the special exceptions requested to
operate a health club at the property and to reduce the number of parking spaces required by 27 to
358, seconded by Sloan and carried unanimously.

Chair Haughey informed all present that anyone aggrieved by the decision of the Zoning
Hearing Board may appeal to the Court of Common Pleas within thirty days of the written

decision.

Chair Haughey adjourned the third hearing and the meeting at 8:19 p.m.
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