
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

December 18, 2023 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 
December 18, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Dave 
Zarnick, Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Ed Natali and 
Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Chief of Police John 
Hays, Engineer Dan Deiseroth, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines Dir. 
Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick and Student Representative Braelyn May. 
 
Pres. Zarnick called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag.  
 

Pres. Zarnick stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name., Ryan 

Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Zarnick requested Departmental Reports: 

• Student Representative, Braelyn May- Updates that the Butler High School Wrestling 

Team hosted a fundraiser dinner recently that was very successful.  

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- No updates, still awaiting ambulance 

call numbers. 

• Chief of Police, John Hays- Updates that Shop with a Cop had a great turnout and was 

very successful. He and the department look forward to helping the community and 

being able to do it again next year. 

• Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- No updates. 

• Commissioner Natali- Announces that we recently held the first Christmas Décor 

Contest and updates that it was a fun event and he was happy to see all the resident’s 

hard work. He also mentions the Reality Tour that he works with. It is a program that 

focuses on drug use prevention and encourages everyone to become educated on the 

topic. He also updates everyone regarding a new proposed policy by the Department of 

Energy that would cause Cleveland Cliffs in Butler to close. He asks that everyone 

educate themselves on the situation and to consider signing the petition that is being 

circulated online to stop this from happening. The petition is available at 

https://tinyurl.com/mrtjfj5w . Wanted to let Pres. Zarnick know how happy he is to have 

worked with him the last few years and show his appreciation for him. Mentions that 

there are so many things that the public will never know that Pres. Zarnick worked 

toward for them.  

https://tinyurl.com/mrtjfj5w


• Commissioner Lokhaiser- Informed that the Décor Contest was a lot of fun and 

jokingly commented that there should have been more homes entered. Wants to thank 

Pres. Zarnick for mentorship, guidance and friendship over the last several years. 

Informed everyone in attendance of all of the work that he has done in that time and all 

of the state boards and organizations that he has been on or a part of during his time in 

office. States that Pres. Zarnick will be greatly missed.  

• Commissioner Zurzolo- Thanks the crew from Preston Park for all of their work and 

commends Audray Muscatello for all of her work with both the Preston Park Foundation 

and the Golden Tornado Foundation. Mentions that he will miss Pres. Zarnick and 

wishes Dave Rice luck in coming into the fold. States that there will be large shoes to fill 

and will miss him as a commissioner and friend. States also that people don’t realize all 

of the things that Pres. Zarnick and his wife, Judy did for the community including food 

drives and toy drives.  

• Commissioner Wiest- States that for 5,840 days Butler Township was gifted with 

honesty, loyalty, dedication and accountability from Pres. Zarnick. Is proud to have 

served with him for 12 years.  

• Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates to agenda. Wishes Pres. Zarnick well and is sad 

to see him go. She is thankful for the 12 years she has worked with the township. 

• Engineering, Dan Deiseroth- No updates. Wishes Pres. Zarnick luck in the future and 

is proud that he got the opportunity to work with and know him.  

• Zoning, Jesse Hines- No updates 

• Manager, Tom Knights- Thanks Pres. Zarnick for everything and jokingly mentions a 

“legal kidnapping” of the lieutenant governor while working on the Pullman Complex. 

Pres. Zarnick proceeded to tell the story of secretly coordinating a meeting with the lt. 

gov when he visited Butler without telling him the topic or why. Pres. Zarnick, Previous 

Commissioner Fred Vero and Tom Knights all met with him and then he fulfilled his 

promises and helped secure the land. Both mention what a great memory it was for 

them both.  

New Business: 

1. Presentation of Donation from Friends of Preston Park Foundation- Tony Stagno 

introduced members of the foundation board in attendance and provided a bit of 

background on the founding of the Preston Park Foundation in 2019. Explains that he is 

happy that the foundation is present and able to present the township with a check for 

$5,000 for the Utility Vehicle that the township is purchasing. Tony Stagno said that they 

are looking forward to working with the township in the future and maintaining the legacy 

of Preston Park. Also wished to provide parting words to Pres. Zarnick. Members of the 

Monday Morning Maintenance crew were also present to thank Pres. Zarnick and 

acknowledge all that he has done for the park and community. The foundation and the 



crew presented Pres. Zarnick with a gift of thanks and recognition.  

2. Presentation of Donation to Golden Tornado Foundation- Informs that a check is 

being presented to the Golden Tornado Foundation. This money remains from a food 

drive that was held for the holidays a couple years ago and is left over after all was paid 

for. After being unused for a few years, the board decided that they wanted this 

remaining money to go toward a deserving organization and chose the Golden Tornado 

Foundation- check for $1,540 presented to Audray Muscatello on behalf of the 

foundation. Audray informs everyone on what the foundation has been able to do 

recently with the Kids Weekend Backpack program and states that around $30,000 was 

spent on food just for December and January so that they eligible students would have 

food during the school break of 12 days. Braelyn May thanked her for all of the work they 

do for his fellow students.  

3. Jesse Hines, Hartle/Beechey Subdivision- lot line revision plan at 438 S. Eberhart. 

Mr. Hartle is acquiring 10 ft of property along one edge of property and another .06 acres 

on the other boundary. Requestion approval for the revision and combinations. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to grant final approval of the Hartle/Beechey 

Subdivision. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.  

4. Jesse Hines, Butler County Area Agency on Aging- Requesting resolution for land 

development as they will not be able to begin work until Spring and are requesting a 90-

day extension. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass a resolution extending the Butler County Area 

Agency on Aging final approval until March 18, 2024. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Jesse Hines, Diehl Bond Reduction- Diehl Automotive being constructed is almost 

complete and request a bond reduction. All is in line with requirements.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reduce the Diehl Volkswagen of Butler bond from 

$838,155.89 to $100,855.99. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Jesse Hines, Highfield Trails Phase I Bond Reduction- Bond has been released in 

increments in the past and it is ready to be reduced again as it falls in line with 

requirements and recommendations. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reduce the Highfield Trails Phase I bond from 



$505,658.72 to $448,720.20. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Jesse Hines, Highfield Trails Phase II Bond Reduction- All roads in Phase I and II 

have been paved and houses are being built in both sections.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reduce the Highfield Trails Phase II bond from 

$186,974.01 to $155,341.01. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Jesse Hines, Duffy Highlands Phase III Bond Reduction – First bond reduction 

request and all requirements are met.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reduce the Duffy Highlands Phase III bond from 

$869,695.33 to $734,235.95. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

9.   Chief John Hays, Handicapped Parking Space – Request from resident of 302 

Bessemer Ave. After review, they meet all requirements. There are currently 70 houses 

on the street including duplexes and there are 6 current handicapped spaces.  

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to approve a handicapped parking sign be placed at 

302 Bessemer Ave. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

10. Tom Knights, Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement Resolution- PennDOT has put 

out requirement that all municipalities with traffic signals sign and renew maintenance 

agreements. Resolution authorize Tom Knights as the contact person for agreement and 

to sign the agreement. This would include both state roads and township roads and 

would make the township responsible the financial aspect. Agreement takes place upon 

execution. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to pass resolution authorizing Tom Knights as the 

signer and contact person for the PennDOT Maintenance Agreement. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

11. Tom Knights, Adoption of 2024 Budget- Advertised in November at the conclusion of 

the November meeting.  



o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to adopt the 2024 budget as it stands. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

12. Tom Knights, Police Pension Plan Contribution Resolution- Remains at a 0% 

contribution for 2024. Resolution is needed to approve. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve the Police Pension Plan Contribution 

Resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

13. Tom Knights, Non-Uniformed Defined Benefit Pension Plan Contribution 

Resolution- Plan still requires contribution of 3% and needs approval of a continuation 

resolution. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve the Non-Uniformed Defined Benefit 

Pension Plan Contribution Resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

14. Tom Knights, Real Estate Tax Resolution- For 13th year there has been no increase in 

real estate tax so it remains at 11.25 mils. This would also maintain a 2% discount and 

10% penalty.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve Real Estate Tax Resolution. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

15. Tom Knights, Act 511 Tax Resolution- Remains the same as previous years except 

that there is a 0% per capita tax. The tax is not done away with, it has just been valued 

at $0 for the year. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve Resolution for Act 511 Tax.  

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

16. Tom Knights, Auditor Resolution- Reappointment of Auditing firm, Mahar Duessel for 

year-end 2023. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to reappoint Mahar Duessel to conduct the Butler 

Township 2023 audit. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 



Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

17. Rebecca Black, Consider T&R Battlecreek Appeal-Dick’s Sporting Goods – 

Township is one of three parties involved. Appeal was filed back in 2020 by property 

owner. Previously assessed at $9.1 million, property owner had appraisal done setting it 

at $6.8 million. All parties have agreed to settle at $7.614 million as a fair market value 

and authorization is needed to move forward with settlement. School board still needs to 

approve at next meeting. Township will have to reimburse a portion of taxes paid by 

property owner to make up for difference in appraisal value. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize solicitor to execute assessment appeal for 

the T&R Battlecreek. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

18. Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- Presented November 2023 bills. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve the bills for the month of November. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

19. Pres. Zarnick, New Business- Continuous issue on McCalmont Rd at the railroad 

trussell with many large trucks getting stuck and needing assistance being removed and 

clearing the roadway. Pres. Zarnick requesting that going forward, Police would notify 

PennDOT and after taking initial information regarding the incident, PennDOT then takes 

over and deals with insurance and road clearance and insurance claims being filed for 

the repairs. Assistance has been requested numerous times in the past and has been 

denied. Rebecca Black informs that back insurance claims most likely cannot be filed but 

should be able to going forward, she will look into it. 

o No vote item 

Pres. Zarnick asked for public comment or question from taxpayers: 

• State Representative, Marci Mustello – Who owns the railroad trussell and is it active? 

o Bessemer and Lake Erie own it and it is still active. They only get involved when 

an inspection needs done after damage occurs. Cannot be removed as it serves 

Cleveland Cliffs. 

o Does the PennDOT agreement apply to all townships? It applies to all 

municipalities with traffic signals. 

o Recognizes all of the work that Pres. Zarnick has done for the township and is 

proud to have known and worked with him for so many years. Thanks him for all 

of his work and effort and all of the advocacy for the community and always 

making the township and it’s residents a priority. 

 



Pres. Zarnick asked for questions from media:  

• Ryan Saeler from Butler Radio Network: 

o Wishes Pres. Zarnick the best and thanks him for encouragement over the years 

as well as being easy to work with when it came time to share important 

information with the community.  

• Eddie Trazzino from Butler Eagle: 

o Did you raise money for the backpack program in previous years? Yes 

o How much is the assessment appeal decreasing? Current value is $9.1 million 

and the new assessment would bring it down to $7.614 million. While the 

township does have to reimburse some monies paid, it will not compare to the 

amount that the county and school district will be responsible for. 

o Jokingly asks when the pickleball game will take place. 

Departing message provided by President Zarnick: 

• Reflects on his years with the township and for the support he received over 16 years.  

• Will miss the residents and the position. Is proud of the legacy that he has left behind as 

he leaves and is especially proud of the legacy of financial stewardship. 

• Honored to have received PA Governors Award for Excellence in Local Government in 

2020. Believes it was not only him but all the leaders of Butler Township. 

• Strived to represent the interests of Butler Township at events and gatherings all over 

the state.  

• Had the privilege of assisting in writing legislation for designation of First-Class 

Townships, which Butler Township is a part of. 

• Has suggestions as he departs: Uphold fiscal responsibility. Collaboration- with other 

communities and organizations. Community engagement- continue to foster community 

engagement and upholding relationships. Transparency and accountability- maintain 

commitment to uphold trust and confidence of residents. 

• Expresses deepest gratitude to the residents of Butler Township. Also thanks his wife, 

Judy and family for all of the support and encouragement over the years as sometimes 

the Township would need to be put first.  

Pres. Zarnick asked for motion to adjourn to Executive Session. 

• Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to adjourn. 

• Second by Commis. Natali. 

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:51PM 

 

 


