
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
January 2, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

January 2, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, 
Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser and 
Commissioner-Elect David Rice. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Sarah Jane Milliron, and Engineer 
Mike Ogin. 
 

Manager, Tom Knights called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and 
pledge to the American Flag.  
 
Manager Knights asked for public comment.  
 

Manager Knights stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their 
name: Ryan Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle. 

New Business: 

1. Manager Knights introduced the Honorable Maura Palumbi, Judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas to administer the Oaths of Office. 
 

2. Judge Palumbi administered the Oaths of Office for Butler Township Commissioners 
James Lokhaiser, Jr., Joseph Wiest, and David Rice. 

 
3. Judge Palumbi administered the Oaths of Office for Butler Township Volunteer Fire 

District’s Administrative Officers and Line Officers. 
 
4. Manager Knights recognized Constable Daniel Page- Oath of Office already taken. 

 
 

5. Manager Knights asked the Board of Commissioners for nominations for election of 
Board President. 

 
• Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to nominate Jim Lokhaiser, Jr. as President of the 

Board, second by Commis. Wiest.  Manager Knights asked for any additional 
nominations.  There was none. Motion to elect Commis. Jim Lokhaiser, Jr. as 
President of the Board carried unanimously. 

 
6. Manager Knights turned the meeting over to Board President Jim Lokhaiser, Jr.   

  
• Motion by Commis. Natali to nominate Sam Zurzolo as Vice-President of the 

Board.  Second by Commis. Wiest. Pres. Lokhaiser asked for any additional 
nominations.  There was none. Motion to elect Commis. Sam Zurzolo as Vice-
President of the Board carried unanimously. 

 



7. Pres. Lokhaiser gave the following voting order: David Rice, Ed Natali, Joseph Wiest, 
Sam Zurzolo, and Jim Lokhaiser, Jr. 

 
• Pres. Lokhaiser stated that the departmental assignments will be announced at 

the next board meeting.   
 

8. Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to appoint Tom Knights as Township Manager. Second 
by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; and 
Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

 
9. Motion by Pres. Lokhaiser to appoint Theresa Giesler as Township Secretary.   

Second by Commis. Wiest.  The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

 
10. Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to appoint Olivia Wiest as Township Treasurer.  Second 

by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Abstain; Zurzolo: Yes; 
and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

 
11. Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint Lutz & Pawk as Township Solicitor. Second by 

Commis. Zurzolo.  The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; and 
Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

 
12. Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to appoint the law firm Campbell Durrant as Special 

Counsel.  Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried.  

 
13. Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint Gateway Engineers as the Township Engineer.   

Second by Commis. Wiest.  The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

 
14. Motion by Commis. Wiest to appoint Senate Engineering as Alternate Engineer.  

Second by Commis. Zurzolo.  The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

 
15. Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint David Ice as Sewage Enforcement Officer.  

Second by Pres. Lokhaiser. The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried.  

 
16. Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint Mike Corel as Alternate Sewage Enforcement 

Officer.  Second by Commis. Wiest.  The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

 
17. Motion by Commis. Wiest to appoint Professional Code Services as Third Party Code 

Inspector and Plan Reviewer.  Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Rice: Yes; 
Natali: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

 
18. Manager Knights presented the Designation of Depositories Resolution. First 

Commonwealth Bank and PA Local Government Investment Trust. 
 



• Motion by Commis. Natali to pass Designation of Depositories Resolution, as 
presented.  Second by Commis. Wiest.  The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; 
Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

 
19. Manager Knights presented the Investment of Surplus Funds Resolution. 

 
• Motion by Commis. Natali to pass the Investment of Surplus Funds Resolution, as 

presented.  Second by Commis. Zurzolo.  The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; 
Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

 
20. Manager Knights presented the Records Disposition Resolution. 

  
• Motion by Commis. Natali to pass the Records Disposition Resolution, as 

presented. Second by Commis. Wiest.  The vote was Rice: Yes; Natali: Yes; Wiest: 
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; and Lokhaiser: Yes.  Motion carried. 

  
Pres. Lokhaiser asked for any correspondence. 
 
Pres. Lokhaiser asked for Public Comment. 
 
There were no questions from the media.  
 
Pres. Lokhaiser asked for motion to adjourn. 

• Motion by Commis. Wiest to adjourn. 
 

Regular Meeting adjourns at 6:45PM 

 

 


