MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD
September 6, 2023

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on
September 6, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road,
Butler, PA 16001. The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Dave
Zarnick, Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner Joe Wiest and
Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser.

Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black and Dir. of Public
Works Dave Meeder.

Pres. Zarnick called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the
American Flag.

Pres. Zarnick stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name: Ryan
Saeler, Butler Radio Network.

Last two meeting’s minutes were accepted.

President Zarnick requested Departmental Reports:

e Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser- October 27" we will hold our annual Trick Or Treat
event at Preston Park from 6-8PM.

¢ Vice-Pres. Commisserioner Sam Zurzolo- Local resident passed and Township Police
provided police escort for the funeral procession. Wants to applaud the Police
department and their good and respectful job they did.

e Pres. Commissioner Dave Zarnick- Wishes to send best wishes to community
member and State Trooper as he heals from his unfortunate accident reporting to an
accident off duty and being struck by a driver. Glad the incident was not more serious.
Best wishes for a speedy recovery.

e Manager, Tom Knights- Regular community Trick or Treat will be on Oct. 31 from 6-
7PM. Also, will be using Butler Farm Show grounds as parking for the event at Preston
Park on Oct. 27" and will be shuttling to the park.

Public comment from resident or media- none.

New Business:

1. Tom Knights, Authorize Advertisement for Public Works Position- Down a full-time
employee as we head into winter and will be needing multiple hires.

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to approve advertisement of Public Works Laborer
position.

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.



2. Tom Knights, Authorize Advertisement of Building and Grounds Maintenance
Position- Down one full-time employee and requesting approval to advertise.

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to approve advertisement of Building and Grounds
Maintenance position.

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.

3. Rebecca Black, Consideration of Approval of Butler Hospitality Group, Inc.
Change of Assessment- Appeal filed in 2020 for Fairfield Inn and Suites regarding tax
assessment. Two appraisals came in lower than the initial assessment of property. The
median of both appraisals comes to $2.7 million for assessment for tax years 2021,
2022, 2023 and 2024. Fair market value will remain all four years. Requesting approval
of stipulation. Tom Knights informs we will owe back 2021 and 2022 along with reduction
for 2023 and 2024 and will provide a total value of loss after calculations are made.

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve presentation of assessment stipulation
to Butler Hospitality Group, Inc.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.

Pres. Zarnick asked for public comment or question from taxpayers:

o Kevin Haines- staff representative for Local 757. Notes unpaid arbitration settlement
from 2022 arbitration proceedings. Claims they have been in contact with township
manager and the issue has not been resolved. Asked that this issue be resolved and
made whole by the end of September.

Pres. Zarnick asked for questions from media:

e Ryan Saeler from Butler Radio Network- Will duties be posted for the positions
advertised? Is there a timeline?
o Info will be available on website as well as in the paper.
o In need of growing department.
o Application period will close mid-September
o Current full-time employees: Public Works has 12 and Buildings and Grounds
has 1

Pres. Zarnick asked for motion to adjourn to Executive Session.

e Motion by Pres. Commis. Zarnick to adjourn.

Regular Meeting adjourns at 6:47PM



