
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
September 18, 2023 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

September 18, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Dave 
Zarnick, Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Ed Natali and 
Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Dan 
Deiseroth, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Dir. Of Emergency 
Services Scott Frederick and Student Representative Braelyn May. 
 
Pres. Zarnick called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag.  
 
Pres. Zarnick stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Zarnick requested Departmental Reports: 

• Pres. Zarnick- Welcomed new Student Representative, Braelyn May for the 2023-2024 
school year from Butler High School. Looks forward to serving with the commissioners 
and considering arranging a road clean up near the high school.  

• Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- No updates. 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Submitted monthly report. Starting the 
yearly poster coloring contest for elementary schools in the township that will be due 
October 12th. Recognized Deputy Chief Smith for receiving Butler AM Rotary award. 
Plans to work with Braelyn to encourage more student participation and will be in contact 
with schools to arrange fire prevention assembly. Provided information regarding PA law 
change regarding age of fire training.  

• Commissioner Natali- Informs about the Reality Tour and their efforts in youth drug 
prevention within communities. Presentation will occur last Monday of September, 
October and November and will begin again in the Spring.  

• Commissioner Lokhaiser- Saturday, Sept 9th was annual Butler Township Fire Dept. 
sportsman’s raffle. Believes this event was the most successful to date and looks 
forward to next year’s event. Saturday, Sept 23 Butler Township will be working with 
Butler Parks and Rec to hold Community Day at Alameda Park and we thank Butler 
Chamber of Commerce for their sponsorship. Chamber Friday morning coffee will be at 
Preston Park on Sept 29 at 7:30. We will also be hosting our and Butler Chamber’s 3rd 
annual Trick or Treat at Preston Park on Oct 27th from 6-8PM. There is a change in 
parking this year to Butler Farm Show Grounds. Attended Dining Under the Stars event 



on Sept 7th at Preston Park to support the park. Proud of the successful event.  

• Commissioner Zurzolo- Also applauded the fundraiser at Preston Park. Wants to 
provide thanks and pride to the work that the Fire Department regularly puts in. Reminds 
about the Butler Tornado Tough Run at Alameda Park on Sept 30 and will support the 
Golden Tornado Scholastic Foundation. 

• Commissioner Wiest- Thanks all volunteers that arrived to large city fire recently. 
Proud of their efforts.  

• Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates 

• Engineering, Dan Deiseroth- No updates 

• Zoning- No updates 

• Manager, Tom Knights- No updates 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Consolidated Builders LLP Subdivision- Approval of consolidation of 
two lots at 108 Bryson Rd to one larger lot. Meets all requirements. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to grant final approval of the Consolidated Builders 
LLP Subdivision. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

2. Jesse Hines, Spinneweber Subdivision- Approval of Spinneweber subdivision. 
Dividing 1 large lot into 3 new buildable lots. Total of 4 lots. Storm water plan not 
necessary for this number of lots.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to grant final approval of the Spinneweber Subdivision. 

o Second by Commis Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Jesse Hines, Butler County Area Agency on Aging Land Development- Approval to 
move forward in development. Plans presented by John Campbell from Butler County 
Planning Commission to repurpose Butler Health and Fitness property on Duffy Road. 
Will be creating a Handicapped entrance along with parking spaces. The building itself 
will remain the same size. Still in design phase, date for opening not available currently.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass resolution to grant final approval of the Butler 
County Area Agency on Aging Development with contingencies. 

o Second by Commis Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 



4. Jesse Hines, Quick Care Land Development Resolution Extension- Requesting 
approval for extending the final approval for development on Hindman Road for 90 days. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass a resolution extending the Quick Care final 
approval until December 18, 2023. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Jesse Hines, Highfield Trails Bond Reduction- Requesting bond reduction for Phase 
II of development. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reduce the Highfield Trails Phase II bond from 
$439,626.56 to $391,297.56. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knights, Police Pension Plan Minimum Obligation- Twp minimum obligation for 
2024 is $299, 004. 

o No vote item. 

7. Tom Knights, Non-uniform Pension Plan Minimum Obligation- Twp minimum 
obligation for 2024 is $484,728. 

o No vote item. 

8. Tom Knights, BASA/City of Butler/Butler Twp Wind Down- Items that will need taken 
care of as business winds down before sale. Presents Wind Down Agreement among all 
parties included in sale.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to enter into Wind-Down Agreement for the sale of 
BASA. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

9.   Tom Knights, Date for Trick or Treat – Annual municipal Trick or Treat will be held 
October 31 from 6-7PM. 

o No vote item. 

10. Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- presented monthly bills for May. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve the bills for the month of August. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 
Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 



Pres. Zarnick asked for public comment or question from taxpayers- no comments. 

Pres. Zarnick asked for questions from media:  

• Eddie Trazzino from Butler Eagle: 
o Will BASA Wind Down agreement be made publicly available? Currently still just 

a draft. 3 party agreement. Once it is finalized by all parties it will be available to 
the public.-Rebecca Black 

o Will new language be added? Outlines responsibilities and plans for the ending 
of BASA operations.- Rebecca Black 

Pres. Zarnick asked for motion to adjourn to Executive Session. 

• Motion by Pres. Commis. Zarnick to adjourn. 
• Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. 

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:05PM 

 

 


