
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  
October 16, 2023 

 
The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 

October 16, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Dave 
Zarnick, Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest and Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Engineer Dan 
Deiseroth, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines, Dir. Of Emergency 
Services Scott Frederick, Chief of Police John Hays, Director of Public Works Dave Meeder and 
Student Representative Braelyn May. 
 
Pres. Zarnick called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag led by Girl Scout Sophia Gibson of Connoquenessing Elementary School.  
 
Pres. Zarnick stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name. Ryan 
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Meeting opened with presentation of Fire Safety Coloring Contest awards to the selected 
students. Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick visited the local elementary schools and 
went over the importance of fire prevention and safety. After the visit, students from Northwest 
Elementary, Connoquenessing Elementary and McQuistion Elementary had time to create and 
color posters outlining what they learned and the importance of using safety and avoiding 
dangerous fires. Awards were presented by Scott and Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser to the 
following students: 

• Kindergarten: Braelyn O’Leary- Connoquenessing Elementary 
• 1st Grade: Blaine Farnworth- Connoquenessing Elementary 
• 2nd Grade: Sophia Gibson- Connoquenessing Elementary 
• 3rd Grade: Brianna O’Leary- Connoquenessing Elementary 
• 4th Grade: Collins Kramer- Connoquenessing Elementary 
• 5th Grade: Jenavieve Ward- Northwest Elementary 
• Travelling Trophy Connoquenessing for having the most posters submitted 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Zarnick requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Submitted monthly report. Reviewed 
Fire Prevention week in the township and informs that it has been successful. 
 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- No updates 

• Chief of Police, John Hays- No updates 

• Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- No updates. 



• Commissioner Lokhaiser- Attended the Hometown Hero Awards on September 30th 
along with Commissioners Zurzolo, Zarnick and Natali to recognize First Responders. 
Our own Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Smith was one of the winners and we are proud to 
honor him and look forward to next year. This Sunday, Oct. 22nd will be the 3rd annual 
Friends of Preston Park 5k at Preston Park. Registration is available online and in 
person. Oct. 27 will be the Trick or Treat event with the Butler County Chamber at 
Preston Park from 6-8PM. Parking will be available at the Farm Show Grounds and 
shuttles will bring attendees to the park. Leaf collection weeks are Oct. 23, Oct. 30, Nov. 
6 and Nov. 13. Please leave approved brown leaf bags by the curb on your regular 
collection dates. Congratulated Pres. Commissioner Zarnick for being awarded by PA 
Association of Commissioners for the hard work he does for the community.  

• Pres. Commissioner Zarnick- Asked that the media outlets push out the leaf collection 
dates for the public as an extra reminder and reviewed his trip with Manager, Tom 
Knights in Bethlehem, PA for a conference. Received a lot of valuable information and 
solutions for municipal communities that he looks forward to implementing. 300 
commissioners from across the state attended and discussed common items. Proud to 
have received award and appreciative. 

• Commissioner Zurzolo- Congratulated the young students that won the coloring 
contest. Is glad to see the involvement of the schools, students and their families and 
reminds everyone to be careful during the winter months and over the Holidays when 
many fire accidents can happen. Also congratulated Pres. Commissioner Zarnick and 
informed that he is proud to work with him and made sure all know how hard he works. 
Asks everyone to remain safe during Halloween.  

• Commissioner Wiest- Also applauded Commis. Zarnick and Manager Knights for their 
work and commitment to the township. 

• Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates 

• Engineering, Dan Deiseroth- No updates 

• Zoning, Jesse Hines- No updates 

• Manager, Tom Knights- In receipt of the quarterly Household hazardous and electronic 
waste data. Informed that 2,099lbs of paint, 691lbs of computers and similar electronics, 
4,275lbs of televisions were collected during the 3rd quarter with a total of 9,806lbs. The 
glass recycling container at the municipal building is being collected around every 90 
days showing it’s success.  

• Student Rep., Braelyn May- Trying to arrange events and help between the school and 
township. Has been recruiting National Honors Society members to help with the 5k at 
Preston Park to gain some volunteer hours and looks forward to helping at the event 
himself. Will continue to working with school staff and fellow students. 

 



New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, Brookes Subdivision- Maryanne Brookes owns property in Lyndora on 
Meadow Ave. and is looking to consolidate the two parcels into one. They are zoned as 
Commercial II and are approx. 5 acres. Recommended for approval. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to grant final approval of the Brookes Subdivision. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

2. Jesse Hines, Summer Wind Subdivision-  Three acre parcel on Old Plank Road. 
Owner is looking to divide this parcel into three separate parcels. Modification was made 
for odd-shaped lot. Each parcel will have one driveway for development, however due to 
existing paths only one new driveway will be required and it will cross over easement 
making it unique. Recommended for approval with contingencies. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to grant final approval of the Summer Wind 
Subdivision contingent upon compliance with Gateway requirements and 
approval from Butler County Planning Commission. 

o Second by Commis Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Jesse Hines, Summer Lake Subdivision- Also known as the Hortert Farm at 
intersection of Saxonburg Road and Bullcreek Road. This plan would remove an odd-
shaped section of land from the property to be sold and divided into two lots. Area being 
removed is approximately 17 acres. As portion is within Summit Twp, their portion has 
already been approved and desires for Butler Twp to take the lead. Summit Twp. To 
grant final approval in November 2023 once approved but Butler Previously tabled twice 
but now put forward for approval with contingencies. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to grant modification for odd-shaped lots of the 
Summer Lake Subdivision.  

o Second by Commis Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to grant approval of Summer Lake Subdivision 
contingent upon compliance with Gateway requirements and approval of Butler 
County Planning Commission. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Jesse Hines, Benevan Square Bond Release- Requesting release of maintenance 
bond now that all units are secured by businesses. Few items still need completed such 
as yard maintenance and ground cleanup. 



o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to release the Benevan Square 18-month 
maintenance bond in the amount of $126,718.95 contingent upon compliance 
with Gateway requirements.  

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Jesse Hines, Highfield Trails Phase I Bond Reduction- Requesting bond reduction 
for Phase I of development. Gateway has reviewed and finds them in compliance with all 
requirements.  

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to reduce the Highfield Trails Phase II bond from 
$651,128.12 to $550,987.72. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Jesse Hines, Highfield Trails Phase II Bond Reduction- Requesting bond reduction 
for Phase II of development. All roads have initial paving completed as required. More 
than 35 permits have been issued or under review for this project and are actively filling 
units.  

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to reduce the Highfield Trails Phase II bond from 
$391,297.56 to $186,974.01. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Jesse Hines, UPMC HCC Resolution Extension- Benbrook land development 
requesting extension to allow time to get all agreements in line for new cancer treatment 
device. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to pass resolution extending UPMC HCC Butler 
Land Development final approval to January 15, 2024. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. John Hays, Chief of Police- Requesting handicapped parking space at 216 Bessemer 
Ave. Resident meets all necessary requirements. Number of existing handicapped 
spaces on Bessemer Ave will be reviewed. Resident is aware that the spot is not 
specifically hers but can be used by anyone with a handicapped placard or plate. 

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to approve installation of handicapped parking space 
in front of 216 Bessemer Ave. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 



9. Tom Knights, Appointment to Connoquenessing Creek Flood Control Authority- 
Township has received written interest from Janet Barber to be appointed as Township 
Representative to Conno. Creek Flood Control Authority to which the township makes a 
$7,500 per year contribution. City contributes the same and the County contributes 
$15,000. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to appoint Janet Barber to Conno. Creek Flood 
Control Authority. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

10.  Rebecca Black, BASA/Butler Twp/Butler City Assignment of Accounts and 
Agency Agreement – Seeking approval to join agreement with all parties involved in the 
sale of BASA to PA American Water that outlines collections duties and rights following 
closing of sale and outlines that employees will no longer remain in employment. City 
and Township would appoint Sharp Collections as the collection agency overseeing the 
collections of delinquent BASA accounts. 

o Motion by Pres. Zarnick to enter into agreement. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

11. Tom Knights, Authorize Offer of Employment to Most Qualified Public Works 
Candidate-Requesting to table this item at this time for further consideration. 

a. Motion by Commis. Wiest to table authorization of offer of employment to 
qualified candidate. 

b. Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

12. Tom Knights, Authorize Offer of Employment to Most Qualified Buildings and 
Grounds Candidate- Requesting to table this item at this time for further consideration. 

a. Motion by Commis. Wiest to table authorization of offer of employments to 
qualified candidate. 

b. Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

13. Tom Knights, Authorization to Advertise the Sale of Excess Vehicles- Annually 
township advertises the sale of unused vehicles. Once replacements have arrived, 
would move forward with advertisement and bid approval at November meeting. Still 
waiting on Public Works vehicle to arrive due to part recall. Cannot be delivered until the 
recall is taken care of and cleared.  



a. Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to authorize the advertisement of sale of unused 
township vehicles. 

b. Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

14. Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- presented monthly bills for September. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve the bills for the month of September. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Abstain; 
Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

Pres. Zarnick asked for public comment or question from taxpayers: 

Dave Niece- Resident of Wincrest Estates and present at the Aug. 21 meeting regarding 
the sealing of one roadway within the housing plan. Believes this to be a township 
responsibility and is seeking a resolution. Commis. Wiest informed that he visited the 
roadway in question and determined that it has in fact been sealed with a top-coat. 
Resident believes that if top-coat was present then certain items would not be visible and 
states that he disagrees with Commis. Wiest’s knowledge and expertise. 

Joe Bordonaro- Also resident of Wincrest Estates and requests that if the top coat was 
in fact completed he would like a date to be provided. Solicitor Black informs that while 
the seal was required in the plan, it was not the township that would have completed the 
work. Informs that it was the responsibility of the developer to seal the roadways and then 
the township would have approved all final development submissions. Bond would have 
been released after this. Township does not accept a roadway until all items are in 
compliance, including a top-coat. Therefore, the township would not have a date of 
completion, only a date of final approval to developer. Resident claims that a surveyor 
informed that he knows there is no topcoat and can show proof. After contact from private 
attorney by resident, Solicitor Black informs that the township’s official standing on the 
matter is that the work was completed are required by developer. Commis. Wiest states 
that he would be happy to meet with residents and show them how he knows that the 
work was completed and will create a plan for meeting with them. 

Pres. Zarnick asked for questions from media:  

• Eddie Trazzino from Butler Eagle: 
o Which department are the vehicles being sold from? 2 from police and 2 from 

Public Works. 
o For the collections, will they be enforced when sale goes through? They will be 

enforced. Sharp collections will not being doing anything until the official closing 
and payments of residents do become delinquent. Agreement deals with 
outstanding billing. 

o What is the estimated close date of the BASA sale? Solicitor Black informs that it 
is expected to be mid-December of 2023. Believed that there will still be one 



remaining quarter to collect after closing of sale. 
• Ryan Saeler from Butler Radio Network: 

o Is there a reason for the tabling of the job offers? Commis. Zarnick informed that 
more discussion is needed during an executive session. 

o Was there enough interest? There was plenty of interest and we just want to 
make sure that we are offering positions to the best candidates possible so more 
discussion is needed. 

o Is there an update on the progress of Rec. Complex? Tom Knights informs There 
is permitting update. Still criteria that DEP still has to evaluate. And is expected 
but taking longer than expected. Commis. Zarnick expresses disappointment with 
process that state is taking to approve this and believes that all of it should have 
been taken care of some time ago. No estimate available at this time to complete 
their evaluation. Plan to bring this to Lt. Governors attention at upcoming 
meeting.  

Pres. Zarnick asked for motion to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss personnel. 

• Motion by Pres. Commis. Zarnick to adjourn. 

Regular Meeting adjourns to Executive Session at 7:26PM 

 


