
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

August 21, 2023 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on 
August 21, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, 
Butler, PA 16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Dave 
Zarnick, Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali, Commissioner Joe Wiest and 
Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Chief of Police John 
Hays, Engineer Jonathan Garczewski , Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse 
Hines, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick and Dir. of Public Works Dave Meeder. 
 
Pres. Zarnick called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag.  
 

Pres. Zarnick stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name: Ryan 

Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle and Dave Nies, HOA for 

Wincrest Estates recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Zarnick requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- submitted report. 27 roads were involved in the 

seal coat project and is happy with results. 

• Chief of Police, John Hays- Officers involved in Safety Town program for kindergarten 

students at the Butler Township Park. Officers involved enjoyed the program and think it 

was beneficial. Manager, Tom Knights added that there was a different safety topic each 

day and considers the event to be very successful. Hoping to welcome more students 

next year. Pres. Zarnick reminded everyone to be safe with school buses as the school 

year begins. 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- submitted report. Also had firemen 

participate in Safety Town and it was a positive experience. Reminds everyone that yard 

waste burning will soon be allowed again (MASON) for the year but to remember 

guidelines for safety. Recently had firemen participate in Butler County fire school. Dept. 

has received 15 new applicants in the last few months and is hopeful they will be 

successful. 

• Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- No updates. 

• Commissioner Natali- Zoning comment. May, June, and July close to 30 citations have 

been issued due to high grass, junk cars, trash on property. Reminds everyone to keep 

up with their yards and keep the community looking clean. 

• Commissioner Lokhaiser- August 24th, Rep. Marci Mustello is hosting Family Fun 



Night at the Farm Show Grounds and encourages everyone to attend to have fun and 

contribute to the “Stuff-A-Bus” program for the Butler Golden Tornado Foundation. 

• Pres Zarnick- Preston Park movie nights had the last showing previous Wednesday. 

Wants to thank Dave Meeder, Tom Knights and Ted Rekich for their participation and 

making sure the movies went off without issue.  

• Vice-Pres. Zurzolo- No updates.  

• Commissioner, Joe Wiest- Seal coating program was changed this year and hoping it 

will be more successful. Trying to avoid loose rocks after the project. Also wants to 

provide a reminder about school buses- If you pass a school bus with the sign extended 

and the lights flashing, you will receive points and a 30-day suspension of driving 

license.  

• Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates 

• Engineering, Jonathan Garczewski- No updates 

• Zoning, Jess Hines- No updates 

• Manager, Tom Knights- Would like to recognize friend Mike Thomas whose life was 

taken in the recent explosion in Plum Borough. He was the borough manager. 

Public comment from resident or media- none. 

New Business: 

1. Jesse Hines, presents Ward Subdivision- Mr. Ward owns two parcels adjacent to 

each other on Old Plank Rd. Seeking to eliminate the separation and combine into one 

parcel. Reviewed and in-line with engineering and legal. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to grant final approval of Ward subdivision. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

2. Jesse Hines, Dankovich/Maticic Subdivision- Located at 103 Randy Drive. Parcel is 

an odd shape and are requesting to alter a small section of the parcel to better suit the 

property and home on the parcel. Everything is in-line. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to grant final approval of Dankovich/Maticic 

Subdivision. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Jesse Hines, Duffy Highlands Subdivision and Extension Resolution- Requesting 

extension as they are still actively working to obtain bond required.  



o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass a resolution extending the Duffy Highlands 

final approval until November 20, 2023. 

o Second by Commis Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Jesse Hines, McDonald’s Bond Release- Recently completed and all requirements 

are completed. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to release McDonald’s amenities bond in the amount 

of $443,386.35 contingent upon receipt of 18-month maintenance bond in the 

amount of $60,461.78. 

o Second by Commis Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Jesse Hines, Highfield Trails 100 Bond Reduction – Again requesting a reduction in 

bond as more work has been completed. Continuation of Phase I. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reduce Highfield Trails 100 bond from $728,402.57 

to $651,128.12. 

o Second by Commis Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Jesse Hines, Butler County Community College Bond Release - Request to release 

bond from the project on the nursing building and maintain maintenance bond. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to release BC3 amenities bond in the amount of 

$1,316,015.69 contingent upon compliance with Gateway Engineers’ letter dated 

August 14, 2023 and receipt of an 18-month maintenance bond in the amount of 

$179,456.69. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Jesse Hines, UCC Board of Appeals Reappointment- Donald Ansman has provided a 

written request that he would like to continue to serve on Board of Appeals.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reappoint Donald Ansman of 231 Teakwood Rd. to 

the UCC Board of Appeals for a 5-year term to expire August 2028. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Jesse Hines, UCC Board of Appeals Appointment- Jospeh Gray requesting 

appointment to Board of Appeals with written request. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint Joseph Gray of 75 Dutchtown Rd. to the 



UCC Board of Appeals for a 5-year term to expire in August 2028. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Jesse Hines, Zoning Hearing Board Appointment – Greg Sloan has provided a 

written statement of request in serving on the Zoning Hearing Board in Tom Holman’s 

place. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint Greg Sloan of 419 Sawmill Run Rd. to the 

Zoning Hearing Board to complete the unexpired term of Tom Holman to expire 

January 2024. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

10. Tom Knights, Employee Pension Ordinance – Ordinance was presented at the July 

meeting. Combines multiple items into one ordinance and inserts new pension plan that 

was introduced and approved through contract negotiations. Has been duly advertised. 

o Motion by Pres. Commis. Zarnick to reduce Highfield Trails 100 Bond from 

$791,614.44 to $728,402.57. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

11. Tom Knights, Authorization of Advertisement for Phase I Lyndora Project – 

Architectural drawing of Rec. Complex concession and restrooms is almost complete. 

Anticipating completion prior to the next meeting. Requestion authorization to draft 

specifications and advertise Phase I building project-will include parking lot as well. 

Timeframe is expected in the next few weeks.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve drafting of specifications and advertisement 

of the Pullman Recreation Project Phase I- Concession and Restroom building 

Project. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

12. Authorization of Advertisement for Lyndora Traffic Project- Have obtained 

Highway occupancy permit and ready to draft specification and advertise project with 

work expected to begin in the Spring. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve drafting of specifications and 

advertisement of the Hansen Ave/Whiteston Rd. traffic project. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 



13.  Rebecca Black, BASA Articles of Incorporation Amendment Resolution- Amend 

articles of corporation to dissolve themselves so they can take necessary steps to wind 

down business and successfully transfer business to PA American Water under the 

Municipal Authorities Act.   

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve articles of incorporation amendment 

resolution to be adopted. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

14.  Cheryl McNeill, Monthly Bills- bills for month of July presented for approval. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve the bills for the month of June. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Abstain; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

15.  No Correspondence. 

Pres. Zarnick asked for public comment or question from taxpayers: 

• Dave Nies from Wincrest Estates HOA Board requesting surface-course of blacktop to 

be put on two roads in community- Wincrest Drive and Mary Beth Drive. Would like the 

township to complete the black top. Commis. Wiest informed that can’t happen as the 

HOA builder is responsible for the roads. Jesse Hines informs that the roads were 

adopted by the township. Tom Knights informs that the request can be reviewed as to 

whether or not this road maintenance would fall under the township’s responsibility.  

Pres. Zarnick asked for questions from media:  

• Ryan Saeler from Butler Radio Network- Would it be reasonable to expect the bids for 

the Lyndora projects would be awarded in October? 

o Tom Knights- traffic enhancement would not. Building project most likely October 

or November. 

o Is BASA also doing work there? BASA is working on lines in the same area and 

projects will occur around the same time. PennDOT is requiring one lane of traffic 

open at all times.  

o Is there a date on the status of the field job that has already been awarded? Turf 

has been ordered and electric poles have been ordered as well. Currently waiting 

on the ordered materials to arrive- Hopefully mid to late September. 

Pres. Zarnick asked for motion to adjourn to Executive Session. 

• Motion by Pres. Commis. Zarnick to adjourn. 

 

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:07PM 


