
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

July 17, 2023 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on July 
17, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Dave Zarnick, 
Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Ed Natali and Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Chief of Police John 
Hays, Engineer Dan Deiseroth, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse Hines Dir. 
Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick and Dir. of Public Works Dave Meeder. 
 
Pres. Zarnick called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag.  
 

Pres. Zarnick stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name., Ryan 

Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Zarnick requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Nothing beyond submitted report 

besides report of 3 fires within last week and department is a little over 10 members 

which shows a strong showing. 6 new applications received. One is still under 

investigation. 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- submitted report for glass recycling 8.62 tons of 

glass this quarter. 

• Chief of Police, John Hays- No updates 

• Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- No updates. 

• Commissioner Natali- Public comment on how active our local Chamber of Commerce 

is and praised their activity in the community. Also showed support for the Butler 

Musicians band and their talent. Last concert is July 27th. 

• Commissioner Lokhaiser- Reminds about the next movie night at Preston Park on July 

19 for Raya and The Last Dragon. Also reminds us about the Christmas in July craft 

show occurring on July 22nd at Preston Park. Free admission and free vendor 

registration and benefits Toys for Tots. Also July 28-30th, Hob knob Theater will be 

performing for Shakespeare in the Park. 

• Pres Zarnick- Monday morning maintenance is back to work and working hard. 

Summarizes recent leadership meeting regarding upcoming projects that will effect 

Lyndora and the local traffic. Will also hold public meeting regarding these issues. 

Informs that National Night Out will be held on August 1st from 6-8PM at the Bocee and 



Vista Dr junction.  

• Vice-Pres. Zurzolo- Was proud of the Guys Who Grill event and looks forward to the 

local placement of Judge Palumbi and wishes her luck. 

• Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates 

• Engineering, Dan Deiseroth- No updates 

• Zoning- No updates 

• Manager, Tom Knights- No updates 

Public comment from resident or media- none. 

New Business: 

1. Weekend Backpack Program Presentation- Check for proceeds from Guys Who Grill 

event in the amount of $6,600 to Audray Muscatello-Yost on behalf of the Golden 

Tornado Scholastic Foundation. Check presented by Butler Township Commissioners. 

Audray informs the program feeds around 456 children and the foundation is 

appreciative of the work and funds raised. Commis. Natali thanked her for all of her work 

for the school district. 

2. GD&F Engineering: 537 Plan- Kevin Oswald- Butler Sewer Authority Engineering and 

Sam Miller from PA Water presents information to Butler Township regarding the 537 

Plan. Informs this resolution is needed before DEP submission to finalize 

purchase/transfer of BASA to PA American Water.  

o Tom Knights informs that a vote on the resolution would need to be up for vote at 

the next month’s meeting and only the information can be presented at this time.  

3. Jesse Hines, Hughes Subdivision presented by Jesse Hines- Hughes property 

boundary to be corrected and ready to begin development. Everything is in line and 

ready for approval.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to grant final approval of Hughes subdivision. 

o Second by Commis Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Jesse Hines, Pride Performance Bond Release- presented the baseball training 

facility on Evans Road. All requirements are met at this time and ready for approval. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to release Pride Performance bond in the amount of 

$11,429 with contingencies. 

o Second by Commis Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 



5. Jesse Hines, Planning Commission Appointment – township resident, Ron Palermo 

has shown interest in appointment to planning commission.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint Ron Palermo to the Planning Commission 

for a four-year term expiring July 2027. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Zurzolo: 

Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Jesse Hines, Board of Appeals Appointment -   Ron Henshaw has shown interest in 

serving on the Board of Appeals. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to appoint Ron Henshaw to the UCC Board of Appeals 

for a four-year term to expire August 2028 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Jesse Hines, #1 Cochran Land Development Resolution Extension- 90-day 

resolution set to expire July 18, 2023 and have written request for 90-day extension.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass resolution to extend #1 Cochran Final Land 

Development Approval to October 16, 2023. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser.  The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Jesse Hines, Butler County Magistrate Lan Development Resolution Extension- 

Actively preparing for development and requesting 90-day extension.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass resolution to extend Butler County Magistrate 

Land Development Final Approval to October 16, 2023. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Jesse Hines, UPMC HCC Butler Land Development Resolution Extension – 

Requestion 90-day extension for land development. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass resolution to extend UPMC HCC Butler Land 

Development Final Approval to October 16, 2023. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

10. Jesse Hines, Highfield Trails 100 Bond Reduction – Continue to make progress and 

are requesting another bond reduction. 

 



o Motion by Commis. Natali to reduce Highfield Trails 100 Bond from $791,614.44 

to $728,402.57. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

11. Chief Hays, Handicapped Parking- presents request for handicapped parking space at 

10 Chesapeake St- permanent space. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve request for handicapped parking spot at 10 

Chesapeake St. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

12. Tom Knights, Introduction of Pension Ordinance- one document compiled of all 

amendments to the pension ordinance. Requesting approval to advertise the ordinance 

so it can be presented at the next meeting.  

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve advertisement of pension ordinance for 

next meeting. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Zurzolo: 

Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

13.  Tom Knights, BASA Articles of Incorporation Amendment Resolution- Amend 

articles of corporation to dissolve themselves so they can take necessary steps to wind 

down business and successfully transfer business to PA American Water.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve amendment update to BASA articles of 

corporation. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

14.  Cheryl McNeill, Monthly Bills- bills for month of June presented for approval. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to approve the bills for the month of June. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

15.  No Correspondence. 

Pres. Zarnick asked for public comment or question from taxpayers: 

• Marci Mustello- Provided State budget update. No update or changes currently. Also 

states that she is happy Butler Township can assist the community and wishes all 

municipalities could also do that.  



Pres. Zarnick asked for questions from media:  

• Eddie Trazzino from Butler Eagle: 

o Asks for the process of getting a handicapped spot in the township. Chief Hays 

informs that they need to hold a handicapped plate or placard and be a resident 

on the home where the designated spot is requested. Police review registration 

and all necessary information and if requirements are met, the township 

commissioners provide final approval. Pres. Commis. Zarnick informs that while 

the spot is meant for the resident in the home where it is requested, anyone with 

a placard or plate can also park there. Solicitor Rebecca Black informs that if 

there are too many spots in one area, the township can deny the request. 

o Asks if the only change to BASA articles mentioned is permission for them to 

dissolve themselves. Tom Knights confirms. 

Pres. Zarnick asked for motion to adjourn to Executive Session. 

• Motion by Pres. Commis. Zarnick to adjourn. 

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:42PM 

 

 


