
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

June 19, 2023 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on June 
19, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Dave Zarnick, 
Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Ed Natali and Commissioner 
Jim Lokhaiser. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Chief of Police John 
Hays, Engineer Jonathan Garczewski, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill, Zoning Officer Jesse 
Hines Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick and Dir. of Public Works Dave Meeder. 
 
Pres. Zarnick called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag.  
 

Pres. Zarnick stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name., Ryan 

Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Zarnick requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- No updates. 

• Chief of Police, John Hays- Received $5,000 grant from Wal-Mart for Shop with A 

Cop. Very thankful to them. Also received request for handicap parking sign. Will need to 

be included on next meeting’s agenda. 

• Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- No updates. 

• Commissioner Natali- No updates. 

• Commissioner Lokhaiser- On June 16th, the Guys Who Grill event was held at Butler 

Township Park to raise money for the Golden Tornado Foundation. The event was a 

success and money was raised for the foundation. Tom Knights was thanked for his 

hard work on the event. Reminded everyone that the first Movie in the Park will be on 

June 21 at Preston Park and a Christmas in July craft show will be held at Preston on 

Jully 22nd.  

• Commissioner Wiest- No updates 

• Pres Zarnick- Also spoke about Guys Who Grill and what a success that event was. 

Stated that he was proud to take part in the event as a judge and thanked Tom Knights 

for his hard work. Presented a certificate of thanks to Mary Jane Hirt for her generous 

donations to Butler Township in memory of the late Township resident, Bruce Betty. 

Bruce loved Preston Park and was an employee of the township’s zoning department, as 

well as being a member of the Building Board of Appeals. 



• Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates 

• Engineering, Dan Deiseroth- No updates 

• Zoning- No updates 

• Manager, Tom Knights- Update on athletic field to be given during agenda 

presentation. 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- Recognized all first responders who 

took life-saving measures to resuscitate and treat Vicki Williams on December 31, 2022 

after she suffered a sudden cardiac arrest while shopping at Target’s Butler Township 

Location. Those honored were Captain Jamie Senopole, Firefighter Devin Christy and 

Firefighter Jason Spink of Butler Township Fire District; Patrolman Justin Hovancik of 

Butler Township Police; EMT Rodger Crissman, Paramedic Harrison Plazio and 

Paramedic Supervisor Brian Franksain of Butler Ambulance; along with first responders 

from Butler VA Fire and Emergency Services who was the first arrival. After this awards 

ceremony, Scott Frederick also received recognition for his educational 

accomplishments in his field. 

New Business: 

1. Appointment of Student Representative- Braylon May is a Butler High School student 

residing in Butler Township. He will begin serving as the student representative for the 

2023-2024 school year in September. 

o Motion by Pres. Zarnick to appoint Braylon May as Student Representative. 

o Second by Commis Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

2. Jesse Hines- Quick Care Medical Complex land development. Parcel on Hindman Road 

of about 1 acre. Planning recommends approval upon contingencies. Main concern is 

storm water plan. Plan for building presented for pediatrics building. Also presented 

storm water plan. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass resolution granting final approval of the Quick 

Care Medical Complex upon completion of contingencies. 

o Second by Commis Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Jesse Hines- presented Highfield Trails 100 Phase II Subdivision. Seeking final 

approval to move forward with Phase II after meeting all requirements. Don McOliver 

presented plans for the project.   

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass resolution to grant final approval of Highfield 

Trails 100 Phase II completion upon completion of contingencies. 



o Second by Commis Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried- questions asked by Vice Pres. 

Zurzolo regarding the number of units built and included in current plan. 

4. Jesse Hines- Highfield Trails Bond Reduction.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reduce Highfield Trails bond from $829,637.14 to 

$791,614.44. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Jesse Hines- Planning Commission reappointments of Richard Schontz, Jr.and Fred 

Maihle, Jr. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reappoint Fred Maihle to the planning commission 

for a four-year term to expire July 20, 2027. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reappoint Richard Schontz to the planning 

commission for a four-year term to expire July 20, 2027. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Manager, Tom Knights- Award Arlington Ave Storm Water Project 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to award Holbein Inc. the bid for $341,639.50 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Tom Knights- Authorization to extend conditional offers of employment to two 

individuals. 

o Motion by Pres. Commis. Zarnick to approve offer of employment to Candidate 

A. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Pres. Commis. Zarnick to approve offer of employment to Candidate 

B. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 



8. Tom Knights – presented the purchase of Kubota RTV520 for use with Fire and in 

parks but Public Works from M&R Power Equipment costing $16,407.52. Friends of 

Preston Park are providing $5,000 toward purchase. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to approve the purchase of Kubota RTV520 from M&R 

Power Equipment for $11,407.52. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

9.   Tom Knights – presented cost of artificial turf, cameras, and lighting for the Pullman 

Recreation Complex for $1,546,289.52. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to authorize artificial turf, camera and lighting 

installation by FieldTurf totaling $1,546,289.52 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

10. Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- presented monthly bills for May. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve the bills for the month of May. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

Pres. Zarnick asked for public comment or question from taxpayers: 

• Kevin Barnhart, Alameda Road- Commends the Road Dept. for all their hard work and 

improvements they have made. Also commends the “great police force”, along with the 

commissioners.  

Pres. Zarnick asked for questions from media:  

• Ryan Saeler from Butler Radio Network: 

o Arlington Ave Project Timeline – Tom Knights advises it will begin within two 

weeks and should be accomplished within 60 days of start. Will involve 

temporary road closures with announcements and should be completed by start 

of school year. Pres. Zarnick advises that Dave Meeder will keep the media up to 

date on road closures. 

o Purchase of UTV- When will it be available for use? Tom Knights advises 3-

month lead time. 

o Turf installation- Who will be completing this work? Tom Knights advises 

FieldTurf- national company part of Keystone Purchasing Network. The timeline 

is tentative. Once order is in, will be 6-8 weeks to receive turf. Then comes 

installation. Estimate for installation to be complete in October.  

o Bid to be awarded using same system? Tom Knights advises that it is publicly bid 

through Keystone Purchasing Network. Township is not spending money on an 



engineer when the awarded company can complete the same job. Concessions 

and parking lot will be a job that goes out to bid hopefully in July. 

• Eddie Trazzino from Butler Eagle: 

o Athletic Complex- Are there plans for staffing of concession stand or will it be 

volunteers? Tom Knights advised that anyone who rents time for the field will 

arrange their own concession staffing.  

Pres. Zarnick asked for motion to adjourn to Executive Session. 

• Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to adjourn. 

• Second by Commis. Wiest. 

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:32PM 

 


