MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD
May 15, 2023

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on May
15, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA
16001. The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Dave Zarnick,
Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Ed Natali and Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser.

Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Chief of Police John
Hays, Engineer Dan Deiseroth, Dir. Of Finance Cheryl McNeill Zoning Officer Jesse Hines and
Dir. of Public Works Dave Meeder.

Pres. Zarnick called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the
American Flag.

Pres. Zarnick stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name., Ryan
Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzino, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting.

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted.

President Zarnick requested Departmental Reports:

o Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- No updates.

e Chief of Police, John Hays- Participated in National Drug Takeback Day collected
72.5Ibs. Also at last meeting, request was made for road lines on Duffy and Eberhart
due to limited vision for drivers at night. After research, the law in question is valid.
PennDOT has no requirement for municipalities to paint the lines in center or side of
road where there is ample streetlighting. Informed the decision is up to the Board. Will
wait until driver in question is old enough to apply for special license.

o Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- No updates.
e Commissioner Natali- No updates.

e Commissioner Lokhaiser- On April 21 all 5 commissioners and Manager Tom Knights
attended Jamie Purvis Community Health Center awards where Audray Muscatello was
awarded. May 6 Walmart hosted Touch a Truck event with Butler Twp and
Connoquennessing Twp Fire stations. Thanks Angie Fleeger from Walmart for
participation. Past Saturday, Kids Day America occurred at Farm Show grounds and
was a great turnout. June 8", State Rep Marci Mustello will hold hard to read license
plate event at her office for anyone with illegible plates. First movie in the park night will
be June 21%. Tomorrow is election day, please execute your constitutional right to vote.

o Fire Report by Commissioner Lokhaiser- Fire dept. responded to 97 calls in April. 14
medical and 83 fire calls.

o Commissioner Wiest- No updates



o Pres Zarnick- With Tom Knights attended event at 911 Center for information and
updates along with emergency plans. More into to come in the future. Attended
Legislative Breakfast with Tom Knights for updates on PA legislature’s current work and
what'’s to come in the future. Met with BC3 regarding their part in the Preston Park
memorandum.

e Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates

e Engineering, Dan Deiseroth- Monthly engineers report available.

e Zoning- No updates

e Manager, Tom Knights- Yielding report to Dustin Star to go over 2022 audit.

o All reports are for year ending December 31, 2022. Filed with state on time-
March 31. No deficiencies were noted during audit. Upon finalization, did obtain
official statement that all information requested was provided without issue or
error. Summary results meet DCED requirements. Audit report is available at
Township Office.

o Pres. Zarnick notes attention to the liquid fuel data and suggests we will see
decline in future years.

e Pres. Zarnick asks for public comment- none.

New Business:

1. Zoning, Jesse Hines- Gray subdivision plan on Old Plank Road. Desire to split one
parcel into separate parcels. Joe Gray represents his son in the request. Would like to
subdivide so that a home can be built on the lot along with the garage that is already
present. Temporary allowance for an accessory dwelling on property before home is
built suggested by Jess Hines. Approval has already been provided by Butler Area
Sewer Authority. Rebecca Black agrees with Zoning suggestion to allow for 2 years to
build permanent structure on new parcel.

o Motion by Commis. Natali to recommend granting modification for odd-shaped
lot.

o Second by Commis Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.

o Motion by Commis. Natali to grant final approval of Gray subdivision upon
contingencies.

o Second by Commis Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.



Jesse Hines- Quick Care land development. Parcel on Hindman Road of about 1 acre.
Planning recommends approval upon contingencies. Main concern is storm water plan.
Do not yet have appropriate easements for storm water but does not have it at this time.
No action currently needed. Will in the future.

Jesse Hines- presented Duffy Highlands Phase Ill Resolution Extension. Request first
90-day extension.

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass resolution extending Duffy Highland Final
Approval until August 21, 2023

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.

Jesse Hines- Highfield Trails Bond Reduction. Notes first two model homes completed
and had first buying event. Supported by Gateway Engineering.

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reduce Highfield Trails bond from $911,750.14 to
$829,637.14.

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.

Public Works, Dave Meeder- Recommendation to award bid acceptance for 2023 Seal
Coat Project to Russell Standard for the amount $367,968.45.

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to approve bid from Russell Standard for the amount of
$367,968.45.

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.

Dave Meeder- Recommendation to award bid for 2023 Asphalt Resurfacing Project to
Wiest Asphalt Products in the amount $158,821.95.

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve bid from Wiest Asphalt Products for the
amount of $158,821.95.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Abstain; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.

Tom Knights- Requesting authorization to advertise the Arlington Ave. Storm Water
Project for bid.

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to approve advertisement for Storm Water Project.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.



8. Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill — presented the bills for the month of April 2023.

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve last month’s bills.

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest:
Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.

Pres. Zarnick asked for public comment or question from taxpayers:

David Rice — Noticed Planning Committee meeting minutes have been posted in timely
fashion but noticed that Butler Township Commissioner Meeting Minutes are missing
from the last two meetings. Cheryl McNeill informed him that minutes are not posted until
they are approved. Month of March currently not posted, April’'s minutes will be posted
tomorrow (May 16).

Ted Reckich — Has questions behind the sale of BASA to PA American Water and the
increase in rates they have shared with the public. Concerned that residents will now be
double charged for service due to water usage as well as sewer. Claims he contacted
PA American and was told “that’s just the way it is”. Concerned about being charged for
water that is going directly into sewer after already being charged to use the water. Not
opposed to sale but suggests more research should have been conducted regarding the
effect of sale on residents.

o Pres. Zarnick advises that he will arrange three-way call and get Mr. Reckich in
touch with proper contact.

Pres. Zarnick asked for questions from media:

Eddie Trazzino from Butler Eagle- is there a list of roads with plans for work. Dave
Meeder will send a list.

Eddie Trazzino asked for a timeline to finish storm water project along with cost. Tom
Knights expects end of September or October with a cost of around $349,000.

Pres. Zarnick asked for motion to adjourn to Executive Session.

Motion by Pres. Zarnick to adjourn.
Second by Commis. Lokhaiser.

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:17PM



