
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

April 17, 2023 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on April 
17, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Dave Zarnick, 
Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest, Commissioner Ed Natali and Commissioner 
Jim Lokhaiser. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Chief of Police John 
Hays, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Engineer Robert Maher, Dir. Of Finance 
Cheryl McNeill and Dir. of Public Works Dave Meeder. 
 
Pres. Zarnick called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag.  
 

Pres. Zarnick stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name., Ryan 

Saeler, Butler Radio Network and Eddie Trazzini, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Zarnick requested Departmental Reports: 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Work done by crew at Preston Park. Restrooms 

are now open at Dek Hockey rink and Preston. CPR training completed. Thanked 

Crystal Huey and Girl Scouts for their work doing trash pickup and to the Alexander 

Family for doing pickup along Litman Road, cleaning up 9 bags. Pres. Zarnick asked that 

we keep track of bags cleaned up for the numbers at the end of the year and reminded 

everyone that we provide bags and gloves to anyone who wants to assist in littler clean-

up.  

• Dir. Of Emergency Services, Scott Frederick- No updates beyond report 

• Chief of Police, John Hays- Started annual firearms qualification and are about ¾ 

finished. Mandatory updates have been completed. Pres. Zarnick asked about 

barricades following recent storms, Chief Hays agreed it is an issue and asks that 

residents be respectful to emergency crews. 

• Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill- Updated that she’s been in communication with 

Butler School District regarding the addition of a Student Representative and asks others 

to refer students if interested. Not required to be a township resident. 

• Commissioner Natali- Recognized out-of-state crews who came to PA to assist in 

repairs after the recent storms and thanks them. 

• Commissioner Lokhaiser- Reminds residents that the leaf pick-up dates have been 

changed and asks that everyone update others on the change due to the late notice. 

Thanks the Monday Morning Crew for their work during their first date in 2023 



• Commissioner Zurzolo– Also notes the barricades during storm cleanup and thanks all 

crews and volunteers for their hard work. Shares his hopes for increased participation in 

volunteer fire organization. 

• Commissioner Wiest- No updates 

• Pres Zarnick- Shared his experience with the public when roads were closed for storm 

cleanup and safety and witnessed many unkind and harassing interactions from the 

public toward the officers and first responders. Shared his disappointment and asks that 

everyone be kind to those who keep us safe. Also informed that he and Tom Knights 

met with Chris Zeigler in regard to a new walking trail as part of the “Rails to Trails”. 

Earth Week is this current week and Peoples Gas plans to execute a clean-up at 

Preston Park in recognition for Earth Day on April 22. 

• Solicitor, Rebecca Black- No updates 

• Zoning- No updates 

• Manager, Tom Knights- Presents report from Household Hazardous Waste Program, 

600 lbs of paint, 1,100 lbs of computer and misc., and 3,547 lbs of televisions with a total 

of 6,326 lbs collected in the first quarter.  

New Business: 

1. Zoning, Jesse Hines- 2 items regarding #1 Cochran building two new dealerships and 

collision center on Evans City Road. Ray Dusky presenting the plans for 3 facilities on 

the parcel. Turning lane would be constructed on Evans City Road by PennDOT. 

Commissioners Wiest and Zurzolo had questions regarding storm water drainage. 

Runoff will not be affected negatively or increase from the current levels entering 

wetlands. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to authorize Butler Township to act as applicant for 

submission of stormwater highway occupancy permit upon compliance with 

Gateway Engineers review and recording of approved stormwater developers’ 

agreement for property. 

o Second by Commis Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass resolution granting final approval for #1 

Cochran plan development upon compliance with seven contingencies. 

o Second by Commis Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

2. Jesse Hines- presented Butler County Magistrate land development occurring at 524 

Fairground Hill Road. Luke Gindlesperger presented plan to renovate site and add 

additional parking spaces and reviews water run-off. Commis. Wiest had questions 



regarding catch basins. Pres. Zarnick asked to consider a sidewalk be installed as it 

would aid in foot traffic for the many teenage students coming down the hill from the 

High School. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass resolution granting final approval for Butler 

County Magistrate land development contingent up executing agreement by 

solicitor, posting financial security to township solicitor, executing stormwater 

operation and maintenance agreement, review letter from Butler Co. Planning 

Commission and approval from Butler Area Sewer Auth. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Jesse Hines- presented bond reduction request for Highfield Trails.  

o Motion by Commis. Natali to reduce Highfield trails bond from $926,492.53 to 

$911,750.14. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Jesse Hines- UPMC request to extend plan by 90 days. 

o Motion by Commis. Natali to pass resolution to extend UPMC Hillman Cancer 

Center Butler Final Approval to July 17, 2023. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

5. Jesse Hines- Brent Thomas requesting to be reappointed to Zoning Hearing Board for 

3-year term. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve Brent Thomas’ reappointment to 

Zoning Hearing Board 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

6. Tom Knights- Received Bids for 2023 Road Paving Project – 1 bid received from Wiest 

Asphalt Products and Paving Inc. for $158,821.95 

o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to table bid for further review. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Abstain; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Tom Knights- Received Bids for 2023 Seal Coat Project – 2 bids received: Russell 

Standard in the amount of $367,968.45 and Youngblood Paving in the amount of 

$382,212.39. 



o Motion by Commis. Zurzolo to table the bid for further review. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Tom Knights- Requesting approval to advertising job openings in the Public Works 

Department- 2 positions. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to approve advertising Public Works Jobs. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Director of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Presented the retirement of Ted Birckbichler 

and Robert Henry and recognizing their many years of employment in the Road 

Department and give his Congratulations. 

10. Chief Hays- Presented a request for a Handicap Parking Sign to be installed at 212 

Bessemer Ave and a new one installed at 308 Bessemer Ave. 

o Motion by Pres. Zarnick to install handicap sign at 212 Bessemer Ave.  

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Pres. Zarnick to remove the Handicap parking sign from 308 

Bessemer Ave. 

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried.  

11. Director of Finance, Cheryl McNeill – presented the bills for the month of March 2023. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve last month’s bills.  

o Second by Commis. Natali. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

12. Correspondence Presented- Letters of resignation and retirement for Ted Birckbichler 

and Robert Henry from Public Works and Tom Holman from the Zoning Hearing Board 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to accept Ted Birckbichlers letter of resignation.  

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to accept Robert Henrys letter of resignation. 

o Second by Commis. Zurzolo. The vote was Natali: Yes; Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: 

Yes; Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 



o Letter of resignation from the Zoning Hearing Board by Tom Holman. (No vote 

needed). 

 

Pres. Zarnick asked for public comment or question from taxpayers and media: 

• Bridget Vissari (Vogel Road) – Requests lines to be painted on the south ends of Duffy 

and Eberhart Roads as there are none as son experiences vision issues and having 

road lines helps him, especially at night. Presents that lines would benefit all, not just 

those with an ailment like her son. Chief Hays will evaluate and report back at the next 

meeting.  

• David Rice – Requests the current status of Preston Park Advisory Board. Pres. Zarnick 

informed not enough participants for proper quorum. Meeting with BC3 end of the 

month, hopefully an update on board at next meeting. 

Pres. Zarnick asked for motion to adjourn to Executive Session. 

• Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to adjourn. 

• Second by Commis. Natali 

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:48PM 

 


