
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD  

March 20, 2023 

 

The regular meeting of the Butler Township Board of Commissioners was held on March 
20, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Butler Township Municipal Building, 290 S. Duffy Road, Butler, PA 
16001.  The following Commissioners were present: President Commissioner Dave Zarnick, 
Vice-Pres. Sam Zurzolo, Commissioner Joe Wiest, and Commissioner Jim Lokhaiser. 
 
 Also present were Manager Tom Knights, Solicitor Rebecca Black, Chief of Police John 
Hays, Dir. Of Emergency Services Scott Frederick, Engineer Dan Deiseroth and Dir. of Public 
Works Dave Meeder. 
 
Pres. Zarnick called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the 
American Flag.  
 

Pres. Zarnick stated that anyone recording the meeting is required to state their name., Cole 

Meyers, Butler Eagle recorded the meeting. 

Last meeting’s minutes were accepted. 

President Zarnick requested Departmental Reports: 

• Chief of Police, John Hays- No updates. 

• Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder- Gave update on tree trimming, snow removal and 

basic maintenance through the year.  Also informed that 8.26 tons of glass were 

recycled in January. 

• Dir. Of Emergency Services- No updates 

• Commissioner Lokhaiser- Reminder of the Butler County Chamber of Commerce 

being hosted on April 2nd from at 1PM at Preston Park- weather pending. 

• Commissioner Zurzolo- No updates 

• Commissioner Wiest – Updates on cleaning up Preston Park to get it ready for the 

season. 

• Engineering – Monthly report is ready for review. 

• Manager, Tom Knights- Vol. Fire Report ready to be presented. 

• Fire District Pres. Steve Smith- Presented Fire Report. Noted 21% increase in calls 

since 2021. Reported that 2 bedrooms currently being built, fire dept. plans to get back 

into schools with community outreach and they hold drill every Monday night if the public 

would like to attend. 

 



New Business: 

1. Zoning, Tom Knights- presented plan to split parcel of land in Sarvey Subdivision. 

Peggy Sarvey noted she has the final maps for project and was told of the steps she 

needed to take to file finals. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to grant modification for odd-shaped lots. 

o Second by Commis Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 

Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

o Motion to grant final approval of the Sarvey subdivision contingent upon removal 

of accessory building noted in the plan. 

o Second by Commis Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 

Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

2. Tom Knights presented Interstate Pipe Resolution Extension; has been ongoing 

process and two 90-day extensions have been given. On third extension.  

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to pass resolution to extend Interstate Pipe supply 

final approve until June 19, 2023. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 

Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

3. Tom Knights- presented bond reduction request for Highfield Trails. Engineering 

recommends reduction. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to reduce Highfield trails bond from $970,830.21 to 

$926,492.53. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 

Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

4. Act 537 Plan Presentation – Sam Miller with PA American Water and Maggie Weitzel 

with GDF Engineering provided a summary and explanation of how the (DEP Guided) 

Act 537 Plan would affect and guide the possible transfer of BASA to PA American 

Water. Provided an advertised comment period for the public with no comments 

received. Plan to come back in May 2023 to ask Butler Township Commissioners to 

accept a final resolution. No Vote Needed 

5. Tom Knights- Presents need to put project out to bid – asking to Authorize Advertising 

for 2023 Road Paving Project 

o Motion by Vice. Pres. Zurzolo to advertise the 2023 Road Paving Project. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 



6. Tom Knights- Need to authorize advertisement of 2023 Seal Coat Project. 

o Motion by Commis. Wiest to advertise 2023 Seal Coat Project. 

o Second by Commis. Lokhaiser. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

7. Tom Knights- presented Butler County Parks & Recreation Grant application resolution. 

Grant request of $6,162 for trail signs in Sawmill Park, $2,499 to replace stove at rec. 

building and $488 for two event signs. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve resolution to submit application as 

written. 

o Second by Vice Pres. Zurzolo. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; 

Zurzolo: Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

8. Chief Hays- presents request to have handicapped parking sign installed at 208 ½ 

Bessemer Avenue. Sign is recommended by Chief Hays. 

o Motion by Vice Pres. Zurzolo to approve the installation of handicapped sign at 

208 ½ Bessemer Ave. 

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 

Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

9. Tom Knights- Presented the bills for the month of February 2023. 

o Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to approve last months bills.  

o Second by Commis. Wiest. The vote was Lokhaiser: Yes; Wiest: Yes; Zurzolo: 

Yes; Zarnick: Yes. Motion carried. 

Pres. Zarnick asked for public comment or question from taxpayers and media, no questions. 

• Question regarding roads and timeline of paving project by Ryan Saeler of Butler Radio. 

Dir. Of Public Works, Dave Meeder provided that Litman Road and Evans Road are 

included.  

• Question about when the results of grant application will be received. Pres. Zarnick 

advised April 2023.  

Pres. Zarnick asked for motion to close meeting. 

• Motion by Commis. Lokhaiser to adjourn. 

• Second by Commis. Wiest  

Regular Meeting adjourns at 7:07PM 

 


