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Message from the Board President
Contest Sponsored by Butler Township
It seems like we were just shoveling snow and
complaining about the cold weather and here we are
starting to enjoy the summer season. On behalf of
the entire Board of Commissioners, let me take this
opportunity to wish all of our residents a safe and
enjoyable summer.
Significant activity continues to occur within the
Township:



Cedarwood Development recently held a ribbon
cutting ceremony for the Butler Crossing Shopping Center for its existing stores although all of
their projected stores have not yet opened. We
look
forward to the final completion of this
shopping center.



VNA held a ground breaking ceremony for the
first inpatient Hospice Facility located within
Butler Township.



Construction on the Butler Memorial Hospital
addition, which is located fully within Butler
Township, is progressing rapidly.



The new Student Success Center located on the
Butler County Community College campus is
nearing completion.

This year’s paving project has been completed.
Twelve roads were repaved at a cost of $423,869.
Pothole patching continues throughout the Township. If you are aware of a pothole that needs repaired, please contact the Road Department at
724-287-0885.
Butler Township and the Fraternal Order of Police
(F.O.P.) successfully reached an agreement on a 3
year contract covering the years 2009-2011. Credit
goes to both the F.O.P. and the Township for reaching an agreement during these trying times.
- Joe Hasychak

As part of Local Government week, an essay contest was sponsored by the Butler Township Board of
Commissioners open to all Butler Area School District 11th and 12th grade students. Contestants were
encouraged to gain an understanding of local government by writing an essay on their perception of
local government. Butler High School Senior Tom
Winkler was the contest winner. Tom gets to
spend a day with the Township Manager Ed Kirkwood (Butler High Senior Tom Winkler receiving his
award from Commissioner
David Zarnick), attend a
regularly scheduled Township meeting, meet with
local officials of the Township, and receive $100
towards books for college.
Tom read his essay during the June 1, 2009 meeting. Tom plans on attending Penn State University
where he will study civil engineering. Congratulations to Tom Winkler for being the first recipient of
this award!

Deshon Woods
Last September, the Township requested that a forester from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources evaluate the old
growth strand of trees in Deshon Woods. The department granted our request and Forester Leland
K. Swoger evaluated the trees. As a result of his
findings, a total of 31 dead and decaying trees were
felled. The plan is to leave the trees where they fell
not only to provide additional habitat for the animals,
but also so they may naturally continue to decay,
which will add nutrients to the soil. The only exception is that the trees felled in the front section of the
park will be removed. The trees are going to be reduced in size and used at one of the storage area
buildings that has a wood-burning furnace.
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Recreational Fires

Rep. Dahlkemper Establishes Office Hours

Fires for recreational purposes,
such as cookouts and camping,
will be permitted. NO PERMIT
IS REQUIRED.

The Office of Congresswoman Kathy Dahlkemper is
pleased to announce the opening of a local office in
the Butler Township Municipal Building. Office hours
are: Tuesdays from 1:00 - 4:30 pm, Wednesdays
from 8:30 am until noon, and Thursdays from 1:00
- 4:30 pm. The office phone number is 724-2853595.

The following conditions must be followed:
1. Only clean dry wood products are to be burned,
no treated or painted lumber is permitted.
2. Fire size is limited to three (3) feet in diameter
and two (2) feet in height.
3. Fire location can be no closer than 25 feet from
a structure or combustible material. Conditions
that could cause fire to spread must be removed
prior to ignition.
4. Fires in approved containers shall be at least 15
feet from any structure.
5. Fires are not permitted within ten (10) feet of any
street, public way or property line.
6. All fires shall be constantly attended until extinguished.
7. An approved method of extinguishing a fire shall
be on site for immediate utilization. (i.e. Fire Extinguisher with minimum 4A rating, garden hose,
water barrel, sand, dirt or water truck).

Fall Leaf Collection will be during the
following weeks:
* October 18
* November 1
* November 15
* December 6
Leaves will be picked up on your regular pick‐up
day in no larger than 30-gallon bio‐degradable
brown paper bags.
Butler Township will offer 30-gallon bio‐degradable
bags at a cost of 25 cents a bag on the following
Saturdays: October 10th, October 31st, and November 14th at the Butler Township Municipal Building
Garage, 290 South Duffy Road, Butler from 9:00 am
until 12:00 noon.
Leaf bags are also available Monday through Friday
from 8:30 am - 4:30 pm at the Township Building.
As a service to Butler Township residents, the
Township supplements the cost of the leaf bags.

VNA Holds Groundbreaking Ceremony for New
Inpatient Hospice Facility
The Visiting Nurses Association recently held a
groundbreaking ceremony to announce the start of
their new Inpatient Hospice Facility. This facility will
be located on a 5-acre site on Technology Drive in
Butler Township near Benbrook Medical Center.
With the new facility, patients will be able to receive
care from the compassionate VNA Hospice staff
members with whom they have forged bonds of trust
over previous weeks. This state of the art, 22,000
square foot 12-bed facility is slated to open this coming winter. It will have a common living room, private rooms for family meetings, a shared kitchen, a
non-denominational chapel, elegantly landscaped
gardens and walkways, and special accommodations for pediatric hospice patients.
“We are proud to announce this new project, fulfilling
a need in the community and furthering our commitment to provide care and support for people in our
community,” said Kristy Wright, CEO of VNA. For
nearly 30 years, VNA Hospice services have been
providing quality hospice care in the Western Pennsylvania community for patients who would benefit
from supportive rather than curative treatment. As
the population continues to age, the need for quality
hospice services in both the home care and inpatient venues has increased dramatically, particularly in Western Pennsylvania, which has the oldest
population in the state and the third oldest in the
nation.
The VNA Inpatient Hospice Facility will help fill a
void in the community.

Email us with your questions or comments
info@butlertwp.org
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The Transit Center will be a tremendous asset to the
Authority and Butler Community. The Transit Center
design will reduce the Authority’s future operating
costs by 20-25%. The green building principles will
reduce energy costs by 50%. The Butler Transit
Authority is excited to be part of another infrastructure improvement for Butler County. For up-to-date
information on this project and other projects please
visit us on the internet at
www.butlertransitauthority.com.

Community Service Workers
Butler Transit Authority Moving Forward on
Transit Center… First LEED Certified Transit
Center in PA
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation announced May 6, 2009, that the Butler Transit Authority’s (BTA) Transit Center is among the transit
projects in Pennsylvania funded in part with the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds.
BTA was placed on PennDOT’s “wish list” of transit
projects in January 2009. The Transit Authority will
receive $5,340,569 to complete phase I of its Transit Center. The BTA would like to thank Governor
Rendell and PennDOT for their investment in the
Authority with the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds. BTA thanks the Butler County Commissioners and local elected officials from Butler
City and Butler Township for their continued support
for this project.
Located in the Pullman Center Redevelopment area, BTA will begin construction in the fall. Phase I of
the facility will consist of a office building, a maintenance and wash bay building, as well as a storage
area for the Authority’s buses, and Butler County’s
Butler Area Rural Transit (BART) shared ride buses.
Phase II of the facility will include the enclosure of
the storage area, construction of a wait area for interconnectivity with local transit and planned commuter service, and a Park ‘n Ride.
The Butler Transit Authority is pleased to announce
that its facility will be the first transit center in the
state to be LEED certified. LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is a third-party certification program and the nationally accepted
benchmark for the design, construction, and operation of high performance green buildings. BTA’s
center will receive a Silver LEED Certification for
use of geothermal heating and cooling as well as
other energy conservation and environmentally
friendly principles.

A new program overseen by Commissioner Dave
Zarnick has been enacted in Butler Township
that utilizes community service workers around our
Township. Butler County Probation Department and
District Magistrate Kevin O’Donnell refer community service workers to Commissioner Zarnick
who utilizes them, with help from the Township Manager and office staff, to complete projects in the
Township.
While similar in nature, the county program, under
the direction of Jim Switzer and his capable assistant Bill Smith, utilizes non-violent county jail prisoners who have earned work release status to perform
various maintenance and construction projects for
us. District Justice Kevin O’Donnell’s program involves young adults who have been ordered to provide a certain number of hours of community service. Community service workers have been utilized
in the following ways: cleaning litter from roadways,
cutting grass, washing Township vehicles, cleaning
the Township building, and various projects around
the Township. Included was the painting of the recreation building, new roofs installed on the dek hockey dug outs, the horse shoe pits refurbished, and
glass block windows installed. Community service
workers have also been assigned to help out with
local fire departments. The most recent completed
project occurred when workers assisted Township
Road Department employees in the Deshon Woods
area by helping them clean up trees that were cut
down. Currently, workers are doing landscaping
work at the recreation building by mulching around
the trees and planting along the fence line. These
are just a few of the various projects that have been
undertaken during the year.
With the warm weather you will be sure to see us
helping to keep your Township clean and looking
good!

Visit our website—www.butlertwp.org
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Greenwood Village Volunteer Fire Department
The Greenwood Village Volunteer
Fire Department is proud to
announce that we are celebrating
our 60th anniversary this year.
We are tucked away in the northwest region of the Township and
are the primary response
department for Butler Township’s
most commercial area, including all of New Castle
Road. With that in mind, our training reaches
beyond medical calls, vehicle accidents, house fires
and storm related problems. We train regularly on
mass casualty and hazardous material incidents, in
conjunction with our neighboring fire departments, to
provide the highest level of protection for the public,
as they go about their daily lives shopping in our
stores and dining in our restaurants.
Most people are unaware of the potential danger
that they encounter every single day, from driving to
work, going to the grocery store, or even just being
inside their own home. Butler Township includes
major highways, such as Route 422, Route 8, and
Route 356, which are traveled daily by tractor trailers
hauling highly flammable solids and liquids. This is
just one example of a routine vehicle accident becoming something that could affect many individuals
beyond just the accident scene. The same holds
true for almost all of our retail stores and residential
homes. From pesticides to cleaning supplies, when
mixed with high temperatures or fire, could increase
potential harm to all residents involved more than
tenfold. Technology and convenience have
increased the risk for disaster in every aspect of our
daily lives, which requires diverse training and more
hours of training for firefighters more today than ever
before.
With a membership of more than 25 active firefighters, we train at least two nights a month and attend
numerous classes throughout the year. We also
have numerous associate members, who attend to
the daily activities of the fire department beyond responding to emergencies. It is those individuals who
keep the business end of the fire department running and assist with the many fundraisers, both of
which are essential in keeping our doors open. We
have also recently seen an increase in our junior
firefighter membership as well. Junior firefighters
are any individual under the age of 18 who participates actively in firefighting. Although they are limited in their performance on the scene of an emergency, they are learning all the time, and are recognized as the future of our department.

Greenwood Village Fire Department currently
houses one fire engine, one rescue truck, two
squad trucks and has recently obtained a mass
casualty trailer that is still being supplied before
going into service. We have a carbon monoxide
detector, a Lukas tool, which is commonly referred
to as the “jaws of life” and a cascade system,
which is an air system that refills the selfcontained breathing apparatus that we use when
battling interior fires. We also have two used
police cars, designated to the fire chiefs for responding to calls, and used to transport extra manpower and equipment to various scenes when
necessary.
Fire department meetings are held the second
Monday of every month and are open to the public. We strive very hard to provide the absolute
best fire prevention and protection for every individual and their property. Being an active member
of a fire department is a second full time job with
no pay, and an association with another entire
“family” on top of our regular everyday jobs and
family. We are thankful for all
the support that we receive from
our Township and its residents
and businesses, and ask that
everyone continue to maintain
that level of support or even
higher for all of the Butler Township Fire Departments.

Did You Know?




Butler Township is the only First Class Township
in Butler County.
Butler Township was incorporated in 1804 and is
celebrating its 205th birthday this year.
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Butler Township Park Improvements
Commencing last summer and continuing as you
read this newsletter, there have been considerable
improvements to the Butler Township Park. Gone is
the leaky roof over the kitchen area and lower
reception hall. In its place, a 35 year roof was
installed. To pay for the roof replacement, the
Township made application to the Butler County
Recreation Department for a grant to cover 75 percent of the estimated cost. It was with pleasure that
the Township was notified of an award of a grant in
the amount of $4,875. During the replacement, it
was discovered that the roof did not have any wood
decking. Because of this unexpected occurrence,
the contractor working on the project agreed to
install the required wood decking at his cost. When
this section was completed, it was so impressive
that monies were budgeted to replace the remaining
sections of the roof. That project was completed in
late April of this year.
During September 2008, the old barbecue pit was
demolished and a new pit was constructed. The
new barbecue pit has a larger roof, which will allow
for outdoor cooking in inclement weather. The cooking surface was designed and constructed to be at a
comfortable height. Gone is the need to lean over
hot charcoal to cook our hot dogs. For late evening
dinners, electric lighting was installed along with
appropriately sized electrical outlets for roasters and
other electrical appliances. The outside of the pit is
split block with a firebrick interior. The inaugural use
of the pit was for a catered event which included various grilled meats and chicken. The report received
from the professional chef was that this pit is the
very best that he has ever used.
Planned for July is the replacement of the floor in the
lower banquet hall. The current concrete floor is uneven and is showing signs of cracking. After considerable research, it was decided to install a new floor.
It incorporates a thick layer of vinyl epoxy, followed
by the addition of vinyl flecks. After this cures for 24
hours a 3/8” thick clear vinyl coating will be applied.
Also completed is the addition of exterior building
lighting and in the near future streetlight placement
in the parking area.
The final improvement is the replacement of the old
antiquated picnic tables in the lower hall with eightfoot lightweight plastic stain-proof tables and padded

Email us at info@butlertwp.org

chairs. This improvement was made possible as a
result of another grant the Township applied for and
received from the Butler County Recreation Department. The value of this second year grant is
$4,221.75, which represents 75 percent of the project cost. Over the two-year period, the Township
received $9,096.75 from Butler County. The Township Commissioners thank the Butler County Board
of Commissioners and the Butler County Recreation
Committee for investing in our community.

Subscribe to e-newsletter
Here is how it works. The newsletter is e-mailed to
those residents subscribing to this type of distribution. All information is confidential. We do not share
your information with anyone. We do not sell
our database and our site is spam free. To subscribe, respond to: newsletter@butlertwp.org. Type
newsletter in the subject line and provide your name,
address and e-mail address. Why subscribe? Printing and mailing the newsletter is very expensive and
labor intensive. Providing the newsletter in electronic form will save taxpayer money.

BAMM Plan
The Butler Area Multi-municipal Plan (BAMM Plan)
has been awarded a grant from the Department of
Community and Economic Development for Phase II.
Phase II will focus on suggestions and solutions for
issues identified during the information gathering.
Public meetings, surveys, and working group meetings will be held throughout the year.
Scenarios as identified in Phase I will include:








Revitalization of downtown Butler
Economic Development Strategy
Infrastructure and Transportation Strategy
Future Land Use Plan
Parks & Recreation Plan
Intergovernmental Coordination and Cooperation Initiative

Tentatively, the schedule is for a draft plan to be
ready sometime between October 2009 and January
2010, with a final plan ready to be presented sometime late spring /early summer 2010.
This is your plan for your community, so please
watch for public meetings to be held and plan to attend.
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Butler Memorial Hospital
Construction of Butler Memorial Hospital’s new
patient tower is well underway, with nearly 75% of
the structural steel in place. Concrete pours on the
various floor levels are also taking place each week
as the project picks up steam this summer. Not only
will new patient care area be different but the public
space in the new entrance will include a technologically advanced education center and auditorium, a
new chapel, coffee bar, and space for an outpatient
pharmacy, durable medical equipment, and more.
The 190,000 square foot tower will feature:
Level 1: A new central sterile supply area.
Level 2: A new main lobby that will house a lecture style auditorium, numerous classroom/
meeting spaces, a chapel, a board room,
physician support areas, among other patient driven amenities.
Level 3: Eight state-of-the-art operating rooms
and support space to replace the existing
operating rooms.
Level 5: Twenty-four intensive care unit rooms
and support space.
Level 6: Medical surgical floor that features
twenty-six all-private beds.
Level 7: Medical surgical floor that features
twenty-six all-private beds.
Staying on schedule, the new tower is planned to
open in the spring 2010.

Access to the patient tower will be from a new entrance that comes off of an entirely new access
route to the campus – a new serpentine driveway
coming directly off Route 68, eliminating the need for
people and ambulances to access the hospital
through
narrow neighborhood streets. The new
drive will also feature a traffic signal at Route 68,
which will help to provide a safe method of entering
and exiting the campus. Construction of the access
drives began in early June, with completion
expected sometime this fall.

Traffic Signal Upgrade Project
Butler Township owns and operates 23 traffic control systems.
Seven are currently light-emitting
diode (LED) powered lights. A
light-emitting diode (LED) is a
semiconductor device that uses
solid-state electronics to create
light. The packaging of these diodes for use in traffic signals is a
technology that has become more
prevalent due to distinct advantages over incandescent lights. The advantages
are savings of 80-90% in annual energy costs, improved visibility, savings of maintenance costs (LED
bulbs last five to seven times longer) and savings of
65-70% in total costs over a five-year period. The
remaining 16 traffic control systems have the older
incandescent powered lights.
The Township received a grant from the Southwest
Pennsylvania Commission to upgrade four traffic
control devices to new light-emitting diode fixtures.
The grant provided for 50% of the $5,935 cost to
purchase the required number of light-emitting diode
bulbs. The intersections that have been upgraded
are:
Hansen Avenue and Whitestown Road,
Whitestown Road and Eberhart Road, Evans City
Road (Route 68) and Eberhart Road and Evans City
Road (Route 68) and Meridian Road.
The Township was also successful in partnering with
the PennDOT District 10 Traffic Division in securing
Federal funding to upgrade eleven of the remaining
traffic control systems to light-emitting diode bulbs.
This project does not require any local funding. As
we progress through the remainder of this budget
year, we will look for any available funding to
upgrade the last traffic control system.
All of this is extremely exciting news. The Southwest Pennsylvania Commission estimated in January 2008 that the cost to upgrade all of the above
referenced traffic control systems to a light-emitting
diode operation to be $81,000. As you can see, by
partnering with other organizations, we have saved
a considerable amount of tax money. This savings
will continue in the future due to lower operating
costs and increased longevity of the bulbs.

Email us with your questions or comments
info@butlertwp.org
The Butler Township Ordinances are available on-line at www.butlertwp.org.
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Butler Transit Authority
Summer Student Discount Bus Pass
Students.. Let the Butler Transit Authority keep you
cool this summer! Get a discounted summer bus
pass for just $20. Just present a recent report card
to purchase discounted pass and ride from June
through August 31st to your favorite summertime
destinations including: Downtown, Alameda Pool,
Clearview Mall and much more!
The pass can be purchased at the Butler Transit Authority Terminal, 113 East Cunningham Street,
Butler, PA 16001. Additional information is available
at www.butlertransitauthority.com or by calling
724-283-1783.
Remember: SENIORS RIDE FOR FREE!! Stop in at
the terminal office and get your free pass.

Protect Your Family from Home Invasion!
People have become concerned about how to deal
with unknown individuals at their door. It is important to note that these individuals can be male or
female and of all ages. The types of individuals who
may appear at your front door can be divided into
three general categories – utility employees, solicitors, and unexpected individuals. Regardless of
whether or not the unknown individual is a utility
company employee, solicitor, or other person, if for
any reason you become uncomfortable with them,
never permit them to enter your residence. Instead,
notify the police, call 9-1-1 and have the unknown
individuals checked out.

Watch Out for Scammers!
This group will attempt to defraud or steal from you.
Scams most commonly perpetrated are driveway
sealing, paving, roofing and/or other home repairs.
The way this scam works is that they provide you
with an estimate for work that seems reasonable.
Upon completion, the bill is significantly higher, with
an explanation that other problems were discovered.
Another scam is to ask for a down payment on the
work requested, initial work is performed then no
one returns to complete the job. Scammers even
attempt to get you to come outside your residence to
discuss the work to be done. When you go outside,
an accomplice enters your home and steals whatever they can find. Residents should never allow
themselves to be swayed into home repairs just because they sound good. You should first check with
the Better Business Bureau or the Butler County
Chamber of Commerce. The old adage sounds

corny but it still applies, “If it sounds too good to be
true, it usually is.”
If the person becomes evasive after being advised,
call 9-1-1. There is no end to man’s imagination nor
his ability to create new ways to commit crime. This
fact and this fact alone should make everyone aware
of how bold and unscrupulous some individuals can
be. To beat these individuals at their own game you
need to be more cautious than they are bold.
If you didn’t call them to your home or the person is not someone you personally know, don’t
let them into your home and don’t go outside
with them.

Butler Crossing Shopping Center Celebrates
Grand Opening—The First LEED Certified
Shopping Center in Pennsylvania
The first step towards the new LEED Certified retail Center in Butler Township began taking
shape, appropriately enough, on Earth Day (April
22) with the grand
opening of Phase I of
the Butler Crossing
Shopping
Center.
The grand opening
celebration brought
together over 70
state and local officials and development representatives
who were integral in
making this “green” project a success.
Butler Crossing will fill the retail shopping needs of
the Township and the surrounding areas and will
include a diverse tenant mix of national, regional and
local retailers, restaurants, and financial institutions.
Phase I will be completed by the third quarter of
2009.
Cedarwood Development is pursuing the USGBC’s
LEED Certification for Butler Crossing Shopping
Center, which will make it the very first LEED Certified retail center in Pennsylvania. Some of the center’s sustainable (Green) characteristics include:
 Low light pollution light fixtures







A ‘cool’ (heat reflective) roof
Water efficient restroom fixtures
Permanent recycling stations
Low VOC paints, sealants and adhesives
High recycled content materials.

The paints and adhesives and the recycled materials
are all obtained regionally.
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Meet Your New Neighbors!
There are some new faces in town. Please take some time to visit and support our newest Township
businesses. They’re looking forward to meeting you!

First Commonwealth Bank 520 Butler Crossing
Mitra Arthritis & Osteoporosis Center
5 Lyn-Mar Plaza
Dunkin Donuts
540 Butler Crossing

Golden Oak Lending
264 Moraine Pointe Plaza
PETCO
760 Butler Crossing

State Farm Insurance
122 Point Plaza
Window World
1138 N Main St Ext

Great Clips
540 Butler Crossing

Clearview Federal Credit Union
600 Butler Crossing

Ross Dress for Less
720 Butler Crossing

Butler Township Fireman’s Association Raffle
September 12, 2009
Butler Farm Show Grounds
The $50.00 ticket gives you two chances to win: four Quads, 66 guns or cash
option, $20,000 in cash prizes, and the grand prize of $25,000. We look forward
to seeing you at the Butler Farm Show Grounds for great food and beverages and more chances to win.
Tickets are available on line at www.btfaraffle.com or by mail with a check or money order to:
Butler Township Fireman’s Association, P.O. Box 40 Meridian Station, Butler, PA 16001.

Butler Township
290 South Duffy Road
Butler, PA 16001

