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Last year was a great year for Butler Township. The
Board of Commissioners hopes that all of its
residents also had a great year. Just as we are
affected by change in our personal lives, new
projects, new personnel and new equipment keep
the township moving forward. May we work
together in 2011 so that our households and our
community prosper.
After last winter’s harsh weather, this January
seemed like déjà vu. Fortunately, our road
department, under the direction of Tom Keown,
Superintendent of Public Works, remains up to the
task of keeping our roads salted, plowed and safe
for all who travel them. We extend our gratitude
to Fred Spohn who retired last year for his years of
service as Road Superintendent and wish him well
in his new endeavors.

George Shockey
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Jane Preston transferred the title of the 87.55-acre
Preston Laboratory property to the Township
last year. (See page 6, Opening the Gates: A Preston
Report.) When the township accepted this gift, it
also assumed tremendous responsibility for the
property’s development. Township employees
have already been maintaining the grounds and its
buildings. Mike Gimigliano, Butler County Senior
Aide, and Adam Bresnehan, Penn State intern, will
be conducting research and proposing plans for
the property. Allan Ferguson, Butler County Senior
Aide, has joined our maintenance and grounds
crew in maintaining the Township’s properties. A
Slippery Rock University intern will join the
administrative staff in May to assist with public
relations.
The Township has entered into contract with
Zenith Systems for the sale of Deshon Woods Park
for $2,385,000. Payment for the property is being
held in escrow until the Veterans Administration
(VA) determines if it will use the site for its
outpatient center. If the VA selects an alternate
location for the center, the sale will be void and
payment will be returned to Zenith Systems.
Mary Jane Dobson, Office Assistant, is available
at the township building or by phone to assist

residents with Township Park rentals. Since
reservations remain brisk, stop in the office
Monday through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30
pm or contact Mary Jane by phone at 724.283.3430
ext. 212 for rental guidelines. Schedule your special
event with her before the calendar is filled!
For the seventeenth consecutive year, we held the
line on real estate taxes. Although new residential
construction remains on the slow side with ten new
single-family homes built in 2010, the Technology
Drive complex continues to grow with a new
medical office building under construction. By now
I’m sure everyone is aware that the new Butler
Memorial Hospital patient tower is open. Other
new businesses continually open their doors in the
community. (See page 8, Meet Your New Neighbors!)
Through sound fiscal management, the Board of
Commissioners and the township management
team, led by Ed Kirkwood, strive to maximize
township funds. Last year, we were able to purchase one new police cruiser and one new road
department pickup truck. We also replaced the
Pierce Avenue Bridge and paved approximately 5.3
miles of road during the summer months. As you
read through this newsletter, you will note new cost
-cutting measures implemented by Mr. Kirkwood.
More important than the equipment we can
purchase are the personnel who serve Butler
Township residents. Contract negotiations with
representatives of the road department and police
clerks resulted in new four-year contracts without
the need for arbitration. We appreciate the
cooperative spirit conveyed by all parties involved
in the process.
We anticipate spring with energy and enthusiasm
and we hope that you will enjoy all that Butler
Township has to offer. Please feel free to contact
your township commissioners, administrators and
staff if you have any questions or concerns. We are
here to serve you, Neighbor!

Joe Hasychak

Butler Township
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Local Tax Collection News

Butler Area Multi-Municipal Plan is Complete

The General Assembly enacted legislation mandating the creation
of a countywide Earned Income Tax Committee charged with the
responsibility to establish procedures for collection of the tax. The
legislation also required the appointment of two delegates, a
primary and an alternate, to the committee from each Butler
County municipality and school district.

The Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Planning process involving
Butler Township, the City of Butler, Penn Township, Summit
Township and East Butler Borough (affectionately called the
BAMM Plan) has been completed!

Under this same legislation, the newly created Butler County Tax
Collection Committee had the option of collecting the tax itself or
outsourcing it to a third party. After considerable deliberation, the
committee decided to seek proposals from third-party providers.
After reviewing the proposals and interviewing the respective
firms, the committee awarded the contract to H. A. Berkheimer,
Inc. of Bangor, Pennsylvania. The corporation was founded in
1946 and it is the largest independent tax collection service in the
state.
Due to this legislation and a number of pending employee
retirements, the Butler Area School District decided it was not
economically feasible to continue funding and operating its tax
collection office. Hiring and training new employees to collect the
district’s taxes, as well as those of neighboring municipalities,
including Butler Township, was not a viable option.
In the fall of 2010, the Butler Area School District Tax Office
notified the township that it would cease operations effective
December 2010; the office permanently closed on December 31,
2010. As a result, the township contracted with H. A. Berkheimer,
Inc. to collect the Earned Income Tax, Local Services Tax,
Business Privilege Tax and the Mercantile Tax at a lower cost.
Berkheimer offers taxpayers the opportunity to file a variety
of taxes on-line, including the Local Earned Income Tax.
Additional information, including instructions for filing taxes
on-line, is available on its website, www.hab-inc.com. Taxpayers
can find additional information and submit inquiries on the
website as well.
Residents can contact Berkheimer’s Erie office at 1.800.383.4870
with questions concerning the Earned Income Tax and Local
Services Tax.
Business and commercial entities can contact Berkheimer’s Erie
office at 1.800.383.4870. Questions regarding the Business
Privilege or Mercantile Tax should be referred to the Exton office
at 1.800.360.7214. At either office, Berkheimer’s friendly and
capable staff is poised to answer your questions. For additional
information, visit the Department of Community and Economic
Development at www.newpa.com.
For all other inquiries, contact the Butler County Tax Collection
Committee by phone at 724.214.3130 or by visiting their website at
www.bctcc.org.

This plan focuses on the key issues facing this area of Butler
County; those issues are grouped into eight categories: Parks &
Recreation, Infrastructure, Transportation, Heritage Tourism/
Quality of Life, Downtown Butler, Preservation, Economic
Development, and Intergovernmental Coordination.
The process involved significant public participation including
public meetings and focus group sessions, a resident survey,
key-person interviews and working groups of volunteers for each
of the issues identified. The plan provides not only a vision for
the future of Butler Township and the adjoining municipalities,
but also a detailed strategy for realizing that vision.
One of the first steps was for all five municipalities to enter
into an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement that provides
for the creation of an oversight committee charged with
implementing the plan and seeking sources of potential project
funding. Each of the five municipalities has three representatives
on the oversight committee and they have just recently had their
inaugural meeting. Please check the website to review the
complete BAMM Plan and check back from time to time to
see what the oversight committee is working on. The Butler
Township website is www.butlertwp.org

Township Negotiates Lower Energy Pricing
Street Lighting
Last year, we reported on our efforts to reduce the electrical
generation costs for street lighting. We are happy to report that
in July 2010 we renegotiated a new lower electric generation
agreement with Allegheny Energy that further reduces those costs
by ten percent. This new 31-month agreement commences in
May 2011 and concludes in December 2013.

Municipal Accounts
This past December, the township successfully negotiated a
29-month agreement with First Energy Solutions to provide
electrical generation for all township buildings and traffic lights.
The new generation rate represents a 33.5 percent reduction
in electrical generation costs. Once again, the township has
taken a proactive position to reduce our operating costs while
maintaining the high standard of services our residents have been
accustomed to receiving.
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Township 2011 Budget

Community Service Pays Dividends

The Board of Commissioners formally adopted the $7,987,663
budget for 2011 at their regular meeting held on December 20,
2010. This budget represents the seventeenth consecutive year
that taxes have not been increased for Butler Township residents.
The chart below represents the amount of real estate taxes paid to
each of the three local taxing bodies based upon a $14,667
assessment.

Partnering with the Butler County Adult Probation Department
and District Judge O’Donnell’s office to bring community service
workers to Butler Township has proven beneficial for all
involved in the program. Once the court system or the judge’s
office assigns an individual to the community service program,
the person performs a set number of service hours in a specific
community. In 2010, the community service workers assigned by
District Judge O’Donnell devoted more than 915 hours of service
time to the township.
While some people perform their service while residing in a
facility, others live in private residences in the community. It is
the township’s responsibility to provide transportation to the
worksite and back for those participants residing in a facility.
Community service workers assigned by Judge O’Donnell’s office
have cleaned storage buildings and offices, washed police
cruisers, cut grass and painted numerous items. As a result of the
township’s working relationship with the Adult Probation
Department, up to two community service workers have been
placed here daily. They have shoveled snow, salted sidewalks, cut
grass, pulled weeds, planted flowers, painted and performed other
labor-intensive jobs.

In 2006, the commissioners reduced the real estate tax millage
by two mills. The 2011 budget represents a one-half percent
operating increase over the 2010 budget. Of the 8.25 mills
allocated for real estate tax, the budget designates 6.75 mills for
general purposes while the fire departments and debt reduction
service each receive 0.75 mill.
The following list itemizes some significant large-cost items and
the dollar amount apportioned to them in the current budget:
Two new police cruisers

$ 49,822

Street lighting

$231,325

Snow removal materials

$293,446

Road maintenance

$387,200

Contributions to fire departments

$303,500

Fire hydrant rental

$ 85,000

Insurance

$254,504

Employee healthcare benefits

$684,534

Employee pension plan contributions

$177,850

The Board of Commissioners, administrators, and staff work
diligently to control township operating costs, and we are
gratified that we can share the positive results of our efforts
with you.

In collaboration with yet another Butler County community
service program, ten to twenty-five community service workers,
monitored by probation officers, assist in major projects and
heavy maintenance every other week during the summer. These
individuals have completed major painting projects, repaired the
dek hockey facility, installed glass block windows and mulched
around various township buildings.
While it is difficult to calculate the exact dollar amount
of community service work to the township, it is a substantial
cost savings. The positive impact of the programs upon the
participants is even more difficult to assess in terms of dollars
and cents. With the township’s assistance and support, one
person acquired full-time employment and another earned a
General Educational Development (GED) diploma. In addition,
a young man graduated from high school, joined the Marines and
proudly served our country in Afghanistan. The township is
pleased to be a part of these success stories.

Butler County Council of Governments
The township became a member of the Council of Governments
(COG) in 2009 with the hope of reducing the cost of purchasing
various materials. We are pleased to report that the membership
investment was a wise decision. For example, the township
annually rents the COG’s crack sealing machine at a savings of
$6,000 per year. This is just one example of the savings we have
enjoyed.

Butler Township
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Road Department Safety Notes
Our winter snow and ice
removal duties commenced
in early December, much earlier
than the previous winter. Our
road department employees
have diligently and efficiently
plowed and salted all of our
roads to provide safe travel for our residents and the traveling
public. As a friendly reminder, the township adopted an
ordinance prohibiting the depositing of snow onto roadways.
The department thanks everyone for using good judgment when
plowing and shoveling their driveways to prevent snow from
being deposited onto the recently treated roadway. It is extremely
gratifying to know that the residents understand the reason for
this ordinance and adhere to its provisions.
In the very near future, the spring season will be upon us. To
alleviate cabin fever, many of you will redirect your thoughts
to gardening and yard maintenance. This includes trimming and
cutting trees and bushes. When doing so, please trim back your
trees and bushes far enough off of the roadway to provide safe
sight distance so that passing vehicles will not be subject to
damage caused by your shrubbery. A critical area of concern
relating to sight distance is at intersections. All sizes of vehicles
travel our roads, from small compact cars to large delivery trucks.
Included in this mix are the school buses that transport very
important cargo, our school-age children. If you have planted
shrubbery near an intersection, please prune your bushes to
provide for maximum sight distance throughout the entire
intersection. If you have not planted shrubbery adjacent to an
intersection, consider saving yourself future yard maintenance by
not planting shrubbery adjacent to any intersection.

BUTLER TOWNSHIP POTHOLE REPORTING

Call Barb at 724.287.0885 to report potholes
on Butler Township roads.

Meridian Volunteer Fire Department

Pictured left to right, James Neely - 62 years of service,
Gordon Payung - 52 years of service, Donald Gaiser Sr.,- 50
years of service, and John Doutt - 55 years of service.

Members Honored
Donald Gaiser Sr. completed 50 years of dedicated volunteer
service with the Meridian Volunteer Fire Company (VFC) in
2010. Donald is the fourth current active member of Meridian
VFC to reach this historic plateau. Donald is pictured with the
other three recipients.

Local Rescue Team Recognized
Ken Wagner, Dave Bestwick, Brad Cordray and Casey Wagner
received the Meridian VFC Accommodation for 2010 for their
heroic performance on November 29, 2010. Meridian’s rope
rescue team was dispatched to a call in Forward Twp. where a
pickup truck launched over a hillside and landed in a tree 20 feet
above the ground. Ken Wagner, being the most experienced
member, led the rescue. With the combined effort of the four
rescuers, the driver was safely hoisted up the hillside with Ken at
her side the entire time. This was a very specialized rescue and
was recognized nationally in The Wall Street Journal and on Inside
Edition and CNN as well as all the local news channels and
publications.

Don’t Risk your Child’s Life

Butler Transit Authority
The Butler Transit Authority recently moved into their
new offices on the former Pullman property. Butler Area Rural
Transit (BART) moved into their offices located within the
Butler Transit Authority’s building the first week of February
2011. An open house is scheduled for May 6th; watch for the
announcement.

Don’t let children ride in the back of a pick-up
truck.
Don’t hold a child on your lap even if you are
buckled up.
Don’t put a baby in the front seat with an airbag.
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Vogel Disposal

How Did They Know?

Again this year, Vogel Disposal Service, Inc. will be
administering the collection of solid waste (garbage) and
approved recyclable materials. Garbage collection occurs on a
weekly schedule and recycling collection is every other week.
Visit the trash collection page on the township’s website,
www.butlertwp.org, for additional information or call the
township at 724.283.3430 if you have specific questions.

Did you ever wonder how some residents know of things
before others? The answer is simple; they subscribed to
e-newsletter. E-newsletter is available to all township residents
that have e-mail service. Here is how it works. The newsletter
is e-mailed to residents who have subscribed to this service.
Your personal information is kept confidential. We do not
share your information with anyone and we do not sell our
databases. No worries also since our site is spam free.
Respond to newsletter@butlertwp.org to subscribe. Type
“newsletter” in the subject line and provide your name, street
address and e-mail address. That’s all there is to it; easy as pie!
Why subscribe? Not only will you receive the newsletter earlier,
but printing and mailing the newsletter is quite expensive and
labor intensive. Providing the newsletter in electronic format
saves taxpayers money.

Solid Waste Information
Curb side collection includes: garbage, dishes, glass, chinaware,
paper containers, furniture items, doors, windows, cupboards,
appliances (except those containing chlorofluorocarbons),
empty paint cans, grass, weeds, trees and brush. Appliances
containing chlorofluorocarbons will be picked up only if
they are tagged certifying the chlorofluorocarbon has
been removed. Vogel Disposal will remove an appliance
containing chlorofluorocarbon for an additional fee.
Call Vogel’s Customer Service Department at 724.625.1511
to arrange for collection of large appliances and bulky waste
items. They will guide you through the process and advise you
if the company can accept the items and in what dimensions
they must be cut or bundled. Some examples of these types of
items include stoves, washers, dryers, water heaters, furniture,
trunks, children’s swing sets and furnace pipes.
Yard waste such as hedges, cuttings, limbs and tree branches
must be securely tied in bundles. Bundles must not
exceed three inches (3”) in diameter, four feet (4’) in
length, and forty pounds (40 lbs.) in weight. These
bundles must then be placed in containers.
Household carpets, rugs, and padding must be cut in sections
no longer than 4’ in length, securely rolled and tied, and
weigh less than 40 lbs.
Please be advised that state regulations do not permit the
collection of flammable liquids (solvent, paint thinners, oil,
containers holding liquid paint, gas, kerosene), auto batteries or
parts, or any material that may be considered hazardous,
infectious or toxic.

District Attorney’s Drug Task Force
Call 1.866.363.3784 to report illegal drug use
in Butler County.

The Party’s Over for Underage Drinkers
Report underage drinking at:
1.888.UNDER21 (1.888.863.3721)

Vogel Recycling Information
Collection of recyclable materials
is on a bi-weekly schedule. Items
collected include clear and
colored-glass food and beverage
containers, aluminum and bi-metal
food and beverage containers,
plastic (recycle code 1 and 2)
food and beverage containers (i.e. soda pop, milk, juice),
newsprint, magazines, and cardboard. Place newsprint and
magazines loose in a grocery bag (paper or plastic) and break
cardboard down into pieces no larger than 4’ and leave loose.
Vogel Disposal provides for the collection of leaves two (2)
weeks in the spring and four (4) weeks in the fall. The
collection schedule is on the township’s website or you may
call the township. Help us recycle leaves properly by
placing your leaves in a biodegradable paper bag. Place
the bags at the curb on your regular collection day. There
is no limit to the number of bags you can place at the curb.
Biodegradable bags are sold at the Township Building for $0.25
each. Leaves in plastic bags will not be collected.

Butler Township
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Opening the Gates: A Preston Report
Two brick pillars stand vigil at the corner of Eberhart Road and
Highland Avenue; they guard the entrance to an unfulfilled
dream and an astonishing ecological wonderland. The expansive
iron gates that unite the pillars guard the 87.55-acre Preston
Laboratory property that Jane Preston, wife of the late Dr.
Frank W. Preston, deeded to Butler Township in 2010. Many
residents are familiar with this mystical land awash with nature
trails and trees that are not found anywhere else in Pennsylvania.
Dr. Preston, an English-American engineer and expert in glass
technology, as well as ecologist and conservationist, used his
laboratories (known today as AGR Inc. on Whitestown Road) to
research the properties of glass. Both Dr. and Mrs. Preston were
instrumental in creating the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy,
Moraine State Park, and Jennings Nature Preserve in Slippery
Rock.
The township commissioners, in conjunction with the Preston
Board, are researching and evaluating the Preston Laboratory
property. In November 2010, they invited residents to an open
house and tour and to complete a questionnaire regarding best
use of the property. In addition, Mrs. Preston outlined her
wishes for the property’s use in a memorandum to the
Township. Preston board members include Cindy Michelini,
Ruth Purcell, Robert Shott, Greg Sloan and Commissioner Dave
Zarnick.
Several local boy scouts have
either begun or completed Eagle
Scout projects there. In
particular, Adam Etzel a member
of Troop 39 from Herman,
restored the compass rose and its
perimeter. Adam lives in Summit
Township and attends Butler
Compass rose at Preston.
Area Senior High School. Other
planned projects include marking hiking trails, constructing
birdhouses and duck-nesting boxes, renovating several bridges
and creating a pathway around the compass rose.
With the success of November’s open house, Butler Township
officials are pleased to announce the following events on the
Preston Laboratory property in 2011. On Saturday, May 7, a
ribbon cutting and grand opening celebration is planned
followed by public visitation of certain buildings. Visit the
township website for more information.
After May 7, the Board will permit public access to the property
for outdoor activities (picnics, hiking, bird watching, etc.).
Community members who would like to learn more about
the Preston Laboratory property, view a copy of the memo
from Mrs. Preston or review questionnaire results can refer
to the township’s website or visit the Township Building.
Township residents who are interested in volunteering for
township committees should submit a letter of interest to the
Township Manager, Ed Kirkwood.

Although Dr. Preston never fulfilled his dream of constructing a
mansion on his scenic property, by deeding this land to the
township for public use, Mrs. Preston is giving residents an
environment where they can drink in the beauty of nature and
create their own magical visions.

Pennsylvania Army National Guard at Preston
The Pennsylvania Army National Guard organized and
conducted a cleanup detail last fall on the Preston property.
More than 50 members of the Pennsylvania National Guard
participated in the daylong event. On behalf of the township, a
huge thank you goes out to each and every participant. The
picture below depicts a few of the Guard members next to the
compass rose.

Commissioner Zarnick, Adam & Rick Etzel and the Pennsylvania
Army National Guard during clean-up at the Preston Property.

Great American Cleanup
To beautify our community, Butler Township will again
participate in the Great American Cleanup scheduled for March
1 through May 31, 2011. The Pennsylvania chapter is organizing
efforts to elicit the assistance of residents willing to volunteer
their time to remove litter from along our roadways, parks and
neighborhoods. If anyone desires to volunteer, please contact
Mary Jane at the township building at 724.283.3430, ext. 212.
We will record your name and act as the local coordinator for
the project.
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Miscellaneous Information
Butler Township Sponsors Essay Contest

Guidelines for Recreational Fires

The Board of Commissioners is pleased to sponsor its third annual
essay contest in conjunction with March Student Government
Week. Any Butler Area School District senior who resides in Butler
Township is eligible to submit an essay of 1,000 words or less on
the theme, A Student’s Perception of Local Government. All Board
members will read the entries and vote on the best essay. The
student submitting the best essay will be awarded a $300.00
scholarship to be sent directly to his/her chosen college. The
scholarship is to be used to defer the cost of purchasing textbooks.
Essay information will be available at the Butler Area Senior High
School in the near future. Remember, you cannot win if you do not
enter.

Fires for recreational purposes, such as cookouts and
camping, no longer require a township permit;
however, residents must abide by the following
guidelines.

Telephone Book Distribution

Fires in approved containers shall be at least (fifteen) 15 feet
from any structure.

As a township resident, if you do not desire to have any telephone
books delivered to your residence, contact Mary Jane at
724.283.3430, ext. 212 to have your name placed on the do not
deliver list.

May is Building Safety Month
Each year, the International Code Council celebrates Building
Safety Month. Much like Fire Prevention Week, which everyone is
familiar with, Building Safety Month strives to raise awareness of
the importance of safe buildings. The theme for Building Safety
Month 2011 is “A Celebration of Safe and Sensible Structures.”
Since the campaign is a month long, each week will have a core
theme:

Only clean, dry, wood products are to be
burned; no treated or painted lumber is
permitted.
Fire size is limited to three (3) feet in
diameter and two (2) feet in height.
Fire location can be no closer than (twenty-five) 25 feet from
a structure or combustible material.
Conditions that could cause the fire to spread must be
removed prior to ignition.

Fires are not permitted within ten (10) feet of any street,
public way or property line.
All fires shall be constantly attended until extinguished.
An approved method of extinguishing a fire shall be on
site for immediate utilization. (i.e. fire extinguisher with
minimum 4A rating, garden hose, water barrel, sand, dirt or
water truck).

www.butlertwp.org
Visit our website for a complete list
of our ordinances.

Week 1: Energy & Green Building
Week 2: Disaster Safety & Mitigation
Week 3: Fire Safety & Awareness
Week 4: Backyard Safety
We encourage you to stop by the Township Building during May to
pick up various brochures, children’s coloring books and other
items related to safety in the built environment.

National Veterans Wheelchair Games
August 1-6, 2011 Pittsburgh Convention Center
Compete - Volunteer - Donate

Swimming Pools/Hot Tubs
If you’re planning on a pool or hot tub for your home,
remember that a permit is required for any pool over two feet
deep. The International Residential Building Code has safety
requirements that demand inspection of all pools. A copy of
these requirements can be obtained at the Township Building.

MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS!
There are some new faces in town. Please take some time to visit and support our newest Township

Kinstaria’s Dance & Recreation
612 Moraine Point Plaza

Miracle Ear
258 Moraine Point Plaza

Vision Works
540 Butler Crossing, Suite 1

Edward Jones Investments
226 Alameda Road

American General
160 Point Plaza

Anytime Fitness
172 Point Plaza

Primary Care Facility
109 Technology Drive

VNA Inpatient Hospice
115 Technology Drive

Butler Ambulance Service
496 Whitestown Road

Nutrishop
257 Butler Commons

The Flip Factory
285 South Duffy Road

We’re on the Web!
www.butlertwp.org

MedExpress
256 New Castle Road, Suite C

