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Message from Board President—Joe Hasychak
The Butler Township Board of Commissioners held its swearing in ceremony of newly elected officials at their
January 6, 2014 meeting. President Judge Thomas Doerr duly swore in Commissioners Elect Charles Nedz and
Sam Zurzolo, as well as, Tax Collector William Helsel. Commissioner Zurzolo had previously served four years
and is starting his second term as commissioner. Charles Nedz is beginning his first term as commissioner. Bill
Helsel had previously served as township treasurer, but with a change in
legislation, Bill ran and was elected to the position of Butler Township tax
collector.
At the meeting, Joe Hasychak was elected board president and Dave
Zarnick was elected board vice-president for the next two years.
Departments of responsibility were assigned to each commissioner as
follows:

Sam Zurzolo

Charles M. Nedz

President Joe Hasychak—Administration, Finance, Contract Negotiations, Building and Grounds, Newsletter
Co-Editor, Library Liaison, Butler Transit Authority Board of Directors
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Vice-President Dave Zarnick—Fire Protection/Fire Commission, Contract Negotiations, B u i l d i n g
Grounds, Transit Authority Liaison, Newsletter Co-Editor, and Recreation

and
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Commissioner Joseph Wiest—Road Department, Recycling Department, Storm Water Management,
Newsletter Co-Editor, Contract Negotiations – Alt., and Sewer Authority Liaison – Alt.
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Commissioner Charles M. Nedz—Zoning-Code Enforcement, Recreation, Newsletter Co-Editor, Library
Liaison, and Multi-Municipal Plan
Change can be a good thing if it’s not just change for change
sake. Butler Township has gone through significant changes
in staffing, volunteer board appointments and growth since the last newsletter was issued in 2011. We are
certain these changes will prove to be positive for our township.
Police—Chief Gary Garman has retired after 27 years of service. Lt. John Hays has been promoted to chief,
opening a lieutenant's position. With the promotion of one of our sergeants to lieutenant, a sergeant’s position
will open. Sergeant Jim Shearer has retired after 42 years of service, opening up a second sergeant’s position.
Patrolman Bob Pumilia has also retired after 38 years of service. With these three retirements, Butler Township
has hired three new patrolmen, David Endlich, Drew Blasko and Max Wittlinger, bringing us up to a full
complement of 21 officers including the chief. Testing of our existing officers is currently taking place to fill the
lieutenant’s position and the two sergeant’s positions. These promotions will occur in the near future.
Zoning—Zoning Officer Cindy Davis resigned to take a position in Richmond, Virginia. Cindy has been
replaced by Jesse Hines, who comes to us from Slippery Rock, where he served as zoning officer. Jesse’s
performance has been outstanding.
Road Department—Superintendent of Public Works Tom Keown, has retired after 35 years with Butler
Township and has been replaced by Tom Knights. Tom came to us from Saxonburg where he served as road
superintendent, zoning officer and building inspector.

(Continued on page 2)
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Promotions
Lieutenant John Hays was promoted to the position of Chief of Police in March 2013. Chief Hays began his law
enforcement career as a patrolman in 1979. Through his diligent work, Chief Hays was previously promoted to sergeant
and lieutenant. Chief Hays brings a vast law enforcement knowledge base to our department. He has followed in the
shoes of Chief Garman in continuing to fine tune department operations.
Theresa Giesler was promoted in August 2013 to the position of township secretary. Theresa is a 15 year employee of
the township. In addition to her duties as township secretary, she is also heavily involved in the administration of
planning and zoning issues. Many of you may know her as the smiling face when you come into the township building.

New Employees
Jesse Hines accepted the position of
zoning officer in April 2012. Jesse
possesses many planning, zoning and
building certifications as a result of
his extensive training. Jesse comes to
us from Slippery Rock and has
proven himself to be an extremely competent and
important member of our team.
Jeffrey Richard, our newest team
member in the Buildings and
Grounds Department started in
April 2013. Jeff brings with him a
vast knowledge base of building
maintenance and construction techniques. Jeff has
repaired and constructed many items in-house, thus
avoiding the need to outsource those types of projects.
Marcie Love came to us as a
temporary employee through an
employment agency. Her knowledge
of office practices and techniques was
so extensive that we stole her from
the temp agency. Marcie has proven
herself to be an effective and valuable member of our
team. This has resulted in her promotion to the
position of township treasurer in January 2014.
Thomas Knights assumed his duties
as Superintendent of Public Works in
April 2014. Tom comes to us from
Saxonburg Borough where he
administered their public works and
sanitary sewer departments. Tom brings with him an
extensive knowledge base on all aspects of road
maintenance and construction techniques.

(Continued from page 1)
Township Secretary—Long time Township Secretary Donna Donaldson has
retired and has been replaced by Theresa Giesler, who was promoted from
receptionist/secretary.
Township Treasurer—With a change in legislation, Treasurer Bill Helsel’s title
has been changed to tax collector. His primary job is now to collect taxes. The
First Class Township Code requires that we have a Township Treasurer in place.
Once again, we opted to promote from within, with Marcie Love moving into
this position. Marcie’s previous title was office assistant to Manager Ed
Kirkwood. If you are keeping score, with Donna’s retirement, we promoted two
of our existing employees, redistributing their duties and consequently
eliminating one full time position. Good business sense. Cindy Peters, who was
brought on as a senior aid, works part-time in the reception area.
The Board of Commissioners wish the new hires well as they begin their careers
with Butler Township. We have the utmost confidence that the promoted
employees and the new hires will serve the township well. The Board of
Commissioners wish the retired employees the best of luck and thank them for
their years of service as they begin their retirement.
Other major changes include the sale of Deshon Woods park. We are still
hoping that the new veteran’s hospital will be built on this site. We should have
an answer soon. New housing starts in Butler Township during 2013 totaled
twelve. Two new hotels are being constructed in the township; a Holiday Inn
Express and a Hampton Inn. We expect them to open late in the year.
Construction has also begun on Alameda Garden Senior Living Complex.
Our five volunteer fire departments have consolidated into three departments.
Lyndora, Greenwood Village and Meridian Volunteer Fire Departments have
merged to become Butler Township Fire District #3. Many more changes are
going on within the township as you will ascertain when you read through our
newsletter. Our board meets on the first and third Mondays of each month at
6:30 PM. These are public meetings and all residents are invited to attend. Stop
in some Monday night if you get a chance. Have a safe and happy summer.

Joe Hasychak
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Police Department
Gary Garman retired in January 2013 after a 27 year stint as chief
of police. During Chief Garman’s tenure, he enacted many
policies and procedures which improved the professionalism of
our department. Through his efforts, we have been recognized
regionally and state-wide as one of the most professional
departments.

The Board of Commissioners formally adopted the $7,755,680
budget for 2014 at their regular meeting held on December 16,
2013. Once again, the real estate taxes were not increased. The
chart below represents the amount of real estate taxes paid to each
of the three local taxing bodies based upon a $14,667 assessment.

James Shearer retired in March of this year after a very
successful 42 year career in law enforcement. Jim started his law
enforcement career in 1972 as a rookie patrolman and as a result
of his diligent work ethic, retired as a sergeant. It was always
interesting to listen to Jim as he described the changes he
witnessed in the township and law enforcement.

Administration
Donna Donaldson retired in June 2013 after serving the
township residents for over 29 years. Donna was the township
secretary for many years and contributed to the many successes
the township has enjoyed. Donna started her career with the
township as a temporary employee and as a result of her hard and
diligent work was promoted to the important position of
township secretary.

Public Works
Thomas Keown will retire in May of this year as superintendent
of public works after a 35 year career in public works.
Throughout Tom’s career, he has helped solve countless road
related problems for the betterment of the community. There is
no question that the township is what it is today as a result of
Tom’s efforts.
As you see each of these individuals, congratulate them on a very
successful career and thank them for their service and the sharing
of their talents.

info@butlertwp.org
E-mail us with your questions or
comments

The following list itemizes some significant large-cost items and
the dollar amount apportioned to them in the current budget:
·

Two new police cruisers

$ 65,371

·

Street lighting

$229,756

·

Snow removal materials

$214,800

·

Road Maintenance

$551,000

·

Contributions to fire departments

$318,857

·

Fire hydrant rental

$ 96,000

·

Gasoline & diesel fuel

$153,913

·

Health care premiums

$840,663

·

Debt service

$263,150

·

Insurance

$314,413

·

Required employee pension plan contributions

$184,051

The Board of Commissioners, administrators, and staff work
diligently to control township operating costs, and we are gratified
that we can share the positive results of our efforts with you.

Butler Township

Page 4

Starting in the winter of 2012 representatives from the Meridian
Community Volunteer Fire Company, Lyndora Volunteer Fire
Company, and the Greenwood Village Volunteer Fire
Department got together to start discussing ways to make the fire
and rescue service better for the residents in their respective
coverage areas in Butler Township. It was found that there were
opportunities to improve their services. In January of 2013 a
Merger/Consolidation Committee was formed to look into
merging the three departments.
The committee was made up of numerous members from each
organization; consisting of executive officers, line officers, and
firefighters.
From that committee they broke into subcommittees to look at all facets of what it would take to merge,
such as finances, emergency responses, line officers, executive
officers, by-laws, apparatus, etc. The sub-committees met several
times a month working countless hours coming up with a plan on
how to make this merger successful.
In May 2013 all three organizations were presented with
information from the Merger/Consolidation Committee on how
they could become one entity. A vote was taken to pursue the
merger with a completion date of January 1, 2014.
In July 2013 the committee met with all of the members of the
three organizations to educate them on the merger plan and to
address any concerns. That month they transitioned into
operating as one entity on emergency responses. They revised
responses, appointed one slate of line officers, and re-identified
the apparatus.
In October a critical vote was taken to approve the merger plan
and dissolve the charters of the existing organizations.
At the January 2014 general meeting, a vote was taken to rename
and re-charter the newly formed organization into the Butler
Township Volunteer Fire District #3.
The transition took place very smoothly. Duplicate equipment
has been sold. With these changes , attendance at training nights
has improved. And more importantly, response times to
emergencies has improved, with more volunteer personnel on the
scenes.
These three volunteer fire departments should be congratulated
and commended on this historic event here in Butler Township.

Pictured from left to right: Chief Toby Wehr, Chief 3-2 Joe
Hanchosky, Chief 3-3 Steve Huey, Captain 3 Dexter Keibler,
Township Manager Edward Kirkwood, and Township Commissioner Dave Zarnick.

Butler Township is protected by three (3) Volunteer Fire
Companies that provide fire and rescue services to the citizens of
Butler Township. They are:
Butler Township Fire District # 3:
Serving the communities of Greenwood Village, Lyndora, and
Meridian.
Mercer Road Volunteer Fire Company - Station 6:
Serving the communities of Mercer Road and Bon Aire.
South Butler Volunteer Fire Department - Station 7
Serving the community of South Butler.
Listed below are the non-emergency numbers of the three
Volunteer Companies. Do not call these numbers to report an
emergency. To report an emergency in Butler Township
you must dial 9-1-1.
Butler Township Fire District #3

724-482-2000

Mercer Road Vol. Fire Company

724-285-4142

South Butler Vol. Fire Department

724-285-4143
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Follow these safety tips from the National Fire Protection
Association to keep you and your family safe this grilling
season.

Fires for recreational purposes, such as cookouts and
camping, no longer require a township permit;
however, residents must abide by the following
guidelines.


Only clean, dry, wood products
are to be burned; no treated or
painted lumber is permitted.



Fire size is limited to three (3)
feet in diameter and two (2) feet
in height.



Fire location can be no closer
than (twenty-five) 25 feet from a structure or combustible
material. Conditions that could cause the fire to spread must
be removed prior to ignition.



Fires in approved containers shall be at least (fifteen) 15 feet
from any structure.



Fires are not permitted within ten (10) feet of any street,
public way or property line.



All fires shall be constantly attended until extinguished.



An approved method of extinguishing a fire shall be on
site for immediate utilization. (i.e. fire extinguisher with
minimum 4A rating, garden hose, water barrel, sand, dirt or
water truck).

The Butler Township Police
Department reminds the
motoring public that with the
warm weather arriving and
school ending, to be extra
careful due to the increased
activity of children playing
near or on the roadways.



Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used
outdoors.



The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck
railings and out from under eaves and overhanging
branches.



Keep children and pets at least three feet away from the
grill area.



Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup
from the grills and in trays below the grill



Never leave your grill unattended.



Always make sure your gas grill lid is open before lighting
it.



There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to use,
Charcoal chimney starters allow you to start the charcoal
using newspaper as fuel.



If you use a starter fluid, use
only charcoal starter fluid.
Never add charcoal fluid or any
other flammable liquids to the
fire.



Keep charcoal fluid out of the
reach of children and away
from heat sources.



There are also electric charcoal
starters, which do not use fire.
Be sure to use an extension
cord rated for outdoor use.



When you are finished grilling, let the coals completely
cool before disposing in a metal container.

Check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it for the first
time each year. Apply a light soap and water solution to the
hose. A propane leak will release bubbles. If your grill has a
gas leak, by smell or the soapy bubble test, and there is no
flame, turn off the gas tank and grill. If the leak stops, get the
grill serviced by a professional before using it again. If the leak
does not stop, call the fire department. If you smell gas
while cooking, immediately get away from the grill and
call the fire department. Do not move the grill.

Butler Township
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Vogel Recycling Guidelines
Material

What can be recycled

What CANNOT be recycled
at this time

How to prepare materials
for recycling

Glass

Clear, amber and green glass
from beverage bottles and food
jars

Broken glass, light bulbs, dishes,
drinking glasses, crystal, window glass,
mirrors, ceramics, Pyrex or tempered
glass

Rinse bottles and jars, remove and discard
lids, do not break glass (labels may be left
on)

Aluminum,
Steel and Bimetal Cans

Aluminum, steel, bi-metal food
and beverage cans, empty
aerosol cans

Aluminum foil, loose can lids, cans
Rinse cans (crush if space is needed) Please
containing food, clothes hangers, scrap
push lid down inside of can. Wipe out
metal, screws, nails, toys, lawn furniture,
greasy containers.
paint cans, aluminum siding

Plastic containers with #3 through #7
on bottoms, yogurt cups, cottage cheese,
Plastics (PET, Plastic bottles and containers
butter and margarine tubs, cooking oil,
HDPE)
with #1 and #2 on bottoms,
Rinse, remove and discard lids (crush if
motor oil, styrofoam peanuts, and
Stamped #1
clear, plastic soda bottles, milk
space is needed) Lids are not recyclable.
blocks, loose plastic bags, plastic plant
and #2 on
and water jugs, liquid detergent,
Be sure to remove and discard)
pots, foam egg cartons, plastic wrap,
bottom
bleach and softener bottles
toys, lawn furniture, pesticide or
herbicide bottles, antifreeze
Newsprint
and
magazines

Newspapers, magazines

Catalogs, phonebooks

Place in grocery bags (paper or plastic) Do
not tie! Please do not place out on wet
days!

Cardboard

Clean corrugated & pressed
cardboard cartons (moving &
shipping boxes, merchandise
boxes, such as TV, computer,
large appliance boxes, etc.)

Paperboard boxes (including cereal
boxes, tissue boxes, shoe boxes, pizza
boxes, milk cartons, juice boxes, takeout food containers) oily, soiled or
contaminated cardboard

Flatten or break down into pieces no larger
than 4’. Remove all packing material
(Styrofoam blocks, peanuts, bubble wrap,
etc.) Place loose in, under or beside
recycling container. Please do not place
out on wet days!

Saturday, June 21, 2014

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Township Building, 290 South Duffy Road
We will be collecting all electronic devices such as: televisions,
computers, printers, radios, DVD players, small apartment
refrigerators, microwaves and window air conditioners.
This free collection event is open to Butler Township residents
only. Pre-registration is required by calling our collection
contractor ECS&R toll-free at 866-815-0016. All questions
should be directed to ECS&R.

Vogel Disposal has been awarded the
contract to provide solid waste disposal
and recycling services to Butler
Township residents through December
2015. If you have any questions, contact
Customer Service at 724-625-1511.
For more information on hard to recycle
items and hazardous waste disposal,
please visit our website under the
“Trash” tab and follow the “Recycling”
link.

WEBSITE

www.butlertwp.org
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New Patrolmen

Child Safety Seats

David P. Endlich accepted the
position of patrolman on January 2,
2014. He is originally from Kiski
Valley Area and currently is residing
in the Butler Area. He attended
Westmoreland County Community
College where he majored in Criminal
Justice. He is a graduate of the
Municipal Police Officer Training Academy, Westmoreland
County Community College. He is a US Army Veteran having
served in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi
Freedom. Patrolman Endlich was previously employed by the
Allegheny Township Police Department, Upper Burrell Township
Police Department and the Westmoreland County Sheriff’s
Department.

The Butler Township Police
Department has an officer certified
in the installation of Child Safety
seats. The installation process takes
approximately 1.5 hours.
Arrangements can be made with
Patrolman Paul Kuss.

Drew M. Blasko accepted the position
of patrolman on January 2, 2014. He is a
lifelong resident of Butler Township. He
attended Edinboro University of
Pennsylvania where he majored in
Criminal Justice. He is a graduate of the
Allegheny County Police Academy. He is
a US Army Veteran having served in
Ope r ation End uring Fr e ed om.
Patrolman Blasko has previously worked in the private sector.

As a service to township residents, the Police Department will
preform a house check while you are away. For more information
or to print out the forms, visit our website at www.butlertwp.org
under the “Departments/Police” tab.

Max C. Wittlinger accepted the
position of patrolman on April 21,
2014. He is originally from Butler
and is currently residing in the
Slippery Rock Area. He received
an Associates Degree from the
Pittsburgh Technical Institute,
majoring in Criminal Justice. He is
also a graduate of the Allegheny
Police Academy.
Patrolman
Wittlinger was previously employed
by the North Braddock Police Department and the Grove City
Police Department.

District Attorney’s Drug Task Force
Call 1.866.363.3784 to report illegal drug use
in Butler County.

Residents requiring assistance
should contact the Butler Township
Police Department at 724-285-9600 and make an appointment with
Patrolman Kuss.

Going On Vacation?

The party’s over for underage drinkers!
Report underage drinking at:
1-888-UNDER-21

How Did They Know?
Did you ever wonder how some residents know of things
before others? The answer is simple; they subscribed to
e-newsletter. E-newsletter is available to all township residents
that have e-mail service. Here is how it works. The newsletter
is e-mailed to residents who have subscribed to this service.
Your personal information is kept confidential. We do not
share your information with anyone and we do not sell our
database. Also, no worries since our site is spam free.
Respond to mlove@butlertwp.org to subscribe. Type
“newsletter” in the subject line and provide your name, street
address and e-mail address. That’s all there is to it; easy as pie!
Why subscribe? Not only will you receive the newsletter earlier,
but printing and mailing the newsletter is quite expensive and
labor intensive. Providing the newsletter in electronic format
saves taxpayers money.

Butler Township
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A List of Park Improvements for 2013 is on the website
identifying projects completed in 2013.

Welcome to Preston Park. Enjoy your walk.
Welcome to Preston Park and the adjacent Butler Township
Park with its Sawmill Run walking trails. Both are gearing up for
another season of recreation in the outdoors. While the Butler
Township Park has been around for a couple of decades,
Preston Park is a recent addition for the area. Donated to the
Township in 2010 by Mrs. Jane Preston, wife of Dr. Frank
Preston, founder of Preston Laboratories in Meridian, the park
is a 90 acre cultural landscape that reflects the life of the noted
glass scientist and conservationist. In December 2012, the Park
received a National Register of Historic Places designation. The
township and its volunteers will be busy cleaning up the parks
for the residents to enjoy the back-to-nature property that the
Preston’s left for residents to enjoy and explore. Five miles of
trails are accessed from the Preston Park parking lot, 415 S.
Eberhart Rd, Butler Township (Meridian).



History -- A History about Preston Park can be found on
the web site: www.butlertwp.com under Recreation, then
Preston Park.



The Monday Morning Maintenance Crew is a group of
volunteers that work each Monday morning from 9am to
noon clearing the trails, removing brush, adding wood chips
to the trails, etc. Call Marcie Love, Township Office
Assistant at 724-283-3430 or e-mail her at
mlove@butlertwp.org and let her know of your interest in
helping out.



A State Grant for a Master Site Plan was utilized to
develop a site plan acceptable to the PA Department of
Conservation & Natural Resources. The Master Plan will
enable the township to apply for grants to develop new
facilities and enhancements to the park and should be
approved by May.



Flower Blooming Schedule - A 5-page color flower
blooming schedule is on the Butler Township website
under Recreation/Preston Park for the resident’s use. It is
also posted on the information board at the park entrance.



A Trail Map is also available on the web site and identifies
various points of interest.



Events -- Upcoming scheduled 2014 events:

1.

April 26, Saturday, 11:00am – Earth Day was held for
adults and children

2.

May 29, Thursday – 6:00 to 8:00 PM—Pond Workshop for
adults – Penn State Extension

3.

June 14, Saturday, 9:30 am-11:00 am – Be a Wild Life
Detective, partnering with the PA State Game Commission;
for adults and children.



Notification to Township Residents on various
township and park events can be received periodically by
submitting your e-mail address to mlove@butlertwp.org. It
will remain confidential.



Preston Park Tours --If anyone would like a guided tour
for a group, please call Marcie Love at the township at
724-283-3430 to schedule.

The Butler

Township Park Building is located at

468 South Duffy Road. For rental information or to check
availability contact Marcie at 724-283-3430, ext. 212 or
mlove@butlertwp.org. Information and pictures can also be found
under “Recreation” on the Butler Township website.
The first day to reserve dates for 2015 is November 1, 2014 at
the Township Building. The doors open at 8:30 am.

www.butlertwp.org
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Butler Township has opted in to the Statewide Building Code
- effective August 8, 2004. Listed below are examples of
some projects that require a permit and examples of projects
that do not require a permit. A complete list of the township
ordinances can be found on-line.


Summer Registration May 1- May 25th, 2014
On site or at www.butlerdekhockey.com

Before beginning any project you should check with the
Zoning Department for help in determining what, if any,
permits or approvals are required.

Youth Leagues for ages 4-15
4 Adult Divisions (A, B, C, One-Shot)
450+ current participants

Permit Required


New House Construction



Residential Home Addition



Commercial Construction/Addition



In Ground Pools and Above Ground Pools greater than
24 inches deep.



Elevated Decks



Storage Shed or Garage



Signs



Fences



Windows of a larger size



Retaining Walls higher than four feet



Home Occupation (may also require approval from the
Zoning Hearing Board)

Summer session expected to be full.
Sign up early to ensure registration.
Contact Jamie at 724-496-5985 for details.
Hope to see you there!

Butler Township Fire District #3
Dinner: $8.00
Half Chicken, Macaroni Salad, Baked
Beans & Dessert
1/2 Chicken: $5.00
Start service at 11AM—Take Out Only
Call ahead orders to 724-287-0549.

No Permit Required


Replacement of Shingles or Windows on a home (same
size)



Retaining Walls four feet in height or less



Patio Slab



Replacement Siding on a Home

114 Whitestown Road, Lyndora, PA 16045
2014 BBQ Dates:
May 18th, June 29th, July 27th, August
24th, September 28th and October 26th.

Butler Transit Authority
Terminal: 113 East Cunningham St.
724-283-1783

If you’re planning on an above ground, in ground or
temporary pool or hot tub for your home, remember that a
permit is required for any pool over two feet deep. The
International Residential Building Code has safety
requirements that demand inspection of all pools. A copy of
these requirements can be obtained at the Township Building.

www.butlertransit.com






Discount and Day Passes Available
Real time bus status information, always know the location of your bus
65 and older Ride FREE on local bus service
Seniors ride FREE to Pittsburgh
All buses have bike racks

MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS!
There are some new faces in town. Please take some time to visit and support our newest township businesses.

They’re looking forward to meeting you!

Harbor Freight Tools

Menchie’s

268 Moraine Pointe Plaza

257 Butler Commons

Hokkaido Japanese Hibachi
Steakhouse & Sushi Bar

Berkshire Hathaway

Community Gold & Jewelry Buyers
301 Evans City Road

Butler Dog House

Quick Care Pediatrics

100 Alameda Plaza

300 Greater Butler Mart

254 Moraine Pointe Plaza

Rachel’s Roadhouse

John Deere

Ritenour Equipment Center

100 Fairfield Lane

170 Pittsburgh Road

520 Evans City Road

300 Delwood Road

Kelly Generators & Equipment of
PA, WV, Inc.
295 Delwood Road

We’re on the Web!
www.butlertwp.org

600 Moraine Pointe Plaza

Rock-N-Rescue

