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Message from Board President—Joe Hasychak
The Butler Twp. Board of Commissioners take this opportunity to wish all of our residents a safe and
happy holiday season, as well as, a happy New Year. The current year has proven to be a successful and
productive year for our township. Aging equipment has been replaced. Our fire companies have merged from
5 stations to 3 stations. As mentioned in our previous newsletter, many changes have occurred in our staffing
and I am pleased to report that these changes have proven to be successful. Roads have been paved, tar and
chipped and cracksealed during the year. Significant work has been performed on our infrastructure, i.e. storm
drains, curbing and ditch lines. Growth continues within the township with new housing starts, business
startups, as well as the construction of a Holiday Inn Express, a Hampton Inn, Alameda Gardens Apartments
and a Sheetz.
Although the winter weather played havoc with our 2014 budget relative to salt usage and overtime, we
have been able to overcome these negative variances due to sound fiscal management. In other words, we
were forced to reduce or eliminate some of our budget line items to keep our budget in balance. Manager Ed
Kirkwood keeps a tight fist when it comes to the budget and he is to be highly commended for keeping the
budget in line.
Our activities at the Butler Township Park and Preston Park have been remarkable. We have refaced the
front of the Township Park Building, as well as refurbishing the interior. Preston Park continues to be a work
in progress, but with the help of volunteers and our staff this park has never looked so good.
But not all has gone well. Although we sold the Deshon Woods Park for development by the VA Hospital,
this project has been placed on hold and we have yet to hear a decision from the VA. Additionally, we have
incurred zoning issues, particularly in regards to Marcellus Shale drilling. Another problem occurred when we
discovered water in our underground gasoline tanks and found that due to age the tanks would have to be
replaced. This replacement has just been completed.
Through all of this, we have recently issued our preliminary 2015 Budget with no tax increase. Butler
Township taxes were increased from 12 mills to 13 mills in 1994. In 2006 the millage was reduced from 13
mills to 11 Mills. In 2009 the millage was reduced from 11 mills to 8.25 mills. In 2012 the millage was
increased to 11.25 mills where it remains today with no tax increase forecasted for 2015. If you review these
numbers you will note that there has only been one tax increase since 1994. Please also note that as you review
these numbers, our current tax rate of 11.25 mills is lower than the 1993 millage rate of 12 mills.
The Board of Commissioners are very proud of these accomplishments and work very hard to remain
fiscally responsible.

Joe Hasychak
Get your taxes done for Free.
If your individual or family income is below
$50,000 (total household income), you can get
your taxes prepared and e-filed for FREE.

Dial 2-1-1. It’s your friendly-community-24-hourprofessionally-staffed hotline for help with human
services.

IRS certified volunteer tax preparers are ready to
help ensure you receive the tax refund you deserve.

If you need help, 2-1-1 can connect you.
Feeding your family ♦ Becoming a volunteer ♦
Getting taxes done ♦ Avoiding eviction ♦ Caring for
your grandparents ♦ Keeping your heat on ♦ Joining
the workforce ♦ Finding a summer camp ♦
Protecting a friend ♦ And more.
If you need help, information or referrals in your
community, call 2-1-1 first.

Call 2-1-1 to schedule an appointment. You will
need to have all income information, including
W-2’s, 1099’s and related Health insurance
information .

Butler Township
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Frequently Asked Questions
Sergeant Matthew Pearson was promoted to the
position of lieutenant in June of 2014. Lt.
Pearson has 24 years of service in Butler
Township. He was promoted to sergeant in 2006
where he was assigned as a patrol supervisor.
Prior to that assignment he served in the detective
division.

Q: Can the township remove trees that have fallen in an
un-adopted alley?
A: If an alley way has not been adopted in a period of 21
years from the date that it was laid out or the plan
recorded, the township loses all rights to public access and
can not go on the un-adopted alley to remove the trees.

Detective David Fish was promoted to sergeant
in June of 2014. Det. Sgt. Fish has 14 years of
service in Butler Township. He was originally
assigned to the patrol division and then reassigned
to the detective division in 2006. He is currently
supervisor of the investigative division.
Patrolman Steven Hensel was promoted to
sergeant in June of 2014. Sgt. Hensel has 14 years
of service with Butler Township. Previously
assigned to the patrol division in the traffic squad,
he is currently a patrol supervisor.
Patrolman Tom Vensel was promoted to
detective in July of 2014. Det. Vensel has 7 years
of service with Butler Township.
He was
previously assigned to the patrol division. He is
currently assigned to the investigative division.

Did you ever wonder how some residents know of things before
others? The answer is simple; they subscribed to e-newsletter.
E-newsletter is available to all township residents that have e-mail
service.

Butler Township Codified
Ordinance §231-16 permits
the burning of yard waste in
accordance with the
following standards:

 Burning of yard waste is permitted during the months of
March, April, September, October, and November.
(MASON)
 No burning is permitted upon any public street, alley or right
-of-way.
 No burning is permitted to be any closer than 30 feet from
the nearest building and/or 10 feet from any inhabited area,
roadway, property line or utility.
 All fires must be continually watched until all ashes or
burning embers are completely extinguished.
 Fires are permitted from sun-up until 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Saturday. All fires must be completely extinguished
by 5:00 p.m.

Here is how it works. The newsletter is e-mailed to residents who
have subscribed to this service. Your personal information is kept
confidential. We do not share your information with anyone
and we do not sell our database.
Respond to
mlove@butlertwp.org to subscribe. Type “newsletter” in the subject
line and provide your name, street address and e-mail address. That’s
all there is to it; easy as pie!

Yard Waste is considered to be non-composted tree trimmings,
branches, shrubs, grass clippings and other products or byproducts of vegetative growth.

Why subscribe? Not only will you receive the newsletter earlier, but
printing and mailing the newsletter is quite expensive and labor
intensive. Providing the newsletter in electronic format saves
taxpayers money.

Visit our website for a complete list
of our ordinances.

www.butlertwp.org
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2014 has been a very busy year at the Butler Library. We put a
much-needed rubber roof on the northern most portion of the
Library (formerly Luther Hall) and we created a new adult reading
room within the Library. In addition, we’ve expanded our
programming and services to the community. We’re now offering
computer, internet and word processing classes. We’re holding
resume, cover letter writing and professional development training
for job seekers. We offer safe, new after school activities for the
community’s school age children. We developed a new web site.
And we rolled out a new three month summer concert series (held
in the Library courtyard) for area residents. In short, we’ve been
very busy.
2015 looks to be just as busy. We have a couple of building
maintenance issues we would like to complete and we would like to
offer even more services. Indeed, the Library staff has plans to
build on our existing series of adult programs, to expand job search
and professional development training, to revamp our children’s
programming and to continue serving the needs of the community.
The Butler Area Public Library offers a variety of services to
infants, children, young adults, adults and seniors. So visit us and
check out all that we offer. Membership to the Library is free to all
area residents.
The Library acknowledges the generous support of Butler
Township residents and the Butler Township Commissioners. Such
support makes it possible for us to fulfill our mission in the
community.
The Butler Area Public Library is located at 218 North McKean
Street in downtown Butler.
For more information go to
http://butlerlibrary.info.
Submitted by Greg Sloan,
Director of Development & Community Relations
Butler Area Public Library
Pictured: New young adult “Teen Zone”

At the November 17th Board of Commissioners meeting, the
2015 operating budget was introduced.
The budget, as
introduced, amounts to $11,687,635.00 for all operating funds.
A breakdown by fund is as follows:


General Fund

$7,507,516.00



Highway Aid

$ 507,888.00



Municipal Employees Pension Fund

$ 398,694.00



Police Pension Fund

$ 501,273.00



Equipment Capital Fund

$ 663,800.00



Storm Water Capital

$ 668,500.00



Debt Service Reserve Fund

$ 751,000.00



Firemen’s Relief

$ 112,384.00



Park Development

$ 566,580.00



Storm Water Pond Maintenance

$

10,000.00

The General Fund Budget represents a 5.1% increase over the
2014 Budget and as a result of new development, the real
property tax rate will remain at 11.25 mills. We are proud to
state we have enacted only one tax increase in the last
twenty years.
On numerous occasions we have heard many comments from
our taxpayers regarding the tax bill they are paying. Many of
those comments are heard after August 1st of each year when
Butler Area School District issues their tax bill. While we collect
all real property taxes in our building, such as township, county
and school district, we only control the township tax bill that you
receive. Butler County real property tax rates are established by
the elected County Commissioners; Butler Area School District
real property taxes are established by the elected School Board
and township real property taxes are established by the elected
Township Commissioners. Concerns regarding the tax rate
should be directed to the entity establishing the tax rate.
To further explain the tax rate differences, a comparison of
taxing districts has been prepared. A typical Butler Township
homeowner with an assessed value of $14,667.00, market value
of approximately $152,827.00 would pay the following real estate
taxes:
Taxing District

Millage Rate

Tax

Butler Township
11.25 Mills $ 165.01
Butler County
24.628 Mills $ 361.22
Butler Area School District 94.80 Mills $1,390.44

% of Total
8.7%
18.8%
72.5%

As you can see, there is quite a difference between each of the
three taxing bodies.
-Edward Kirkwood, township manager

Butler Township
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National Fire Prevention Week

National Fire Prevention Week was October 5th through October 11th. This year’s theme was “ Working
Smoke Alarms Save Lives—Test Yours Every Month!” A poster contest was held in the Butler Township
Elementary Schools. The purpose of the contest is to give students and their families an opportunity to discuss
fire safety and fire prevention in their homes. Meridian Elementary School won the traveling trophy this year for
most participation. Pictured are the winners of this year’s contest. From left to right: Commissioner Dave
Zarnick; Bella Persichini (Kindergarten); Lucas Martin (First Grade); Peter Zulick (Second Grade); Mackenzie
Monpere (Third Grade); Mikayla Turner (Fourth Grade); Vincent Persichini (Sixth Grade); Nino Welsh (Fifth
Grade) and Fire Marshal Larry Christy. Congratulation to all of the winners.

Smoke Alarms at Home
Smoke Alarms are a key part of a home fire plan. When there is a 
fire, smoke spreads fast. Working smoke alarms give you early
warning so you can get outside quickly.
Safety Tips:







quicker to warn about smoldering fires. It is best to use both
types of alarms in the home.
A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high on a wall.
Keep smoke alarms away from the kitchen to reduce false
alarms. They should be at least 10 feet (3 meters) from the
stove.
People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use special alarms.
These alarms have strobe lights and bed shakers.
Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old.


Install smoke alarms inside and outside each bedroom and
sleeping area. Install on every level of the home. Install alarms 
in the basement.
For more information, contact the National Fire Protection
Large homes may need extra smoke alarms.
Association at www.nfpa.org/education.
It is best to use interconnected smoke alarms. When one
smoke alarm sounds they all sound.
Test all smoke alarms at least every month. Press the test
button to be sure the alarm is working.
There are two kinds of alarms. Ionization smoke alarms are
quicker to warn about flaming fires. Photoelectric alarms are

WEBSITE

www.butlertwp.org
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Winter holidays are a time for family and friends to get
together. But that also means a greater risk for fire.
Following a few simple tips will ensure a happy and fire-safe
holiday season.
Holiday Decorating








Be careful with holiday decorations.
Choose
decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant.
Keep lit candles away from decorations and other things
that can burn.
Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but not
both.
Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords
or loose bulb connections. Connect no more than three
strands of mini light sets and a maximum of 50 bulbs
for screw in bulbs. Read manufacturer's instructions for
number of LED strands to connect.
Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do not
get damaged.
Keep decorations away from windows and doors.

Holiday Entertaining








Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your home
fire escape plan.
Keep children and pets away from lit candles.
Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet.
Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stove top.
Ask smokers to smoke outside. Remind smokers to
keep their smoking materials with them so young
children do not touch them.
Provide large deep ashtrays for smokers. Wet cigarette
butts with water before discarding.
www.nfpa.org

For Your Information:
Adam Rozic, captain at Butler Township Volunteer Fire
District #3 is wearing the turnout gear that our volunteer
firefighters wear when responding to emergency calls. To the
right is the break down of the cost of this equipment— For a
total cost of $7,080.00 per firefighter.
The three Butler Township volunteer fire departments
currently have 188 volunteers on their rosters.
Thank you to all of these men and women who
volunteer their time to serve Butler Township and the
surrounding areas.

The above picture is of the rehabilitation shelter that was recently
donated to the Butler Township Volunteer Fire District. This shelter
will provide much needed relief from inclement weather and from the
heat of the day when our men and women are called out to fight
structure fires as well as brush fires. The Fire District was able to work
with the manufacturer to obtain a demonstration model, which greatly
reduced the overall cost. We would like to take a moment to thank Dan
Musko for working closely with the fire department and ensuring that
the cost of the unit was covered with donated funds. We would like to
thank Mr. Robert Heaton and his foundation for the donation of the
rehabilitation shelter. Also, we would like to thank the American
Legion, Post # 778, for donating the heating unit. This will be a great
addition to the fire service in Butler Township!
Pictured from left to right are: (Front row) Chief Michael Schmidt,
Chief Toby Wehr, Dan Musko, Commissioner Dave Zarnick,
Commissioner Sam Zurzolo and Bob Heaton.
(Back row)
Commissioner Joseph Hasychak, Fire Marshal Larry Christy and Police
Chief John Hays.

Butler Township

Page 6

Park Building Rental
Butler Township participated again this year in the United Way’s
Week of Caring, which was held October 13—17, 2014. This year
a total of 107 employees from AGR International, Baglier Buick, C.
W. Howard Insurance, Maher-Duessel, Oberg Industries, Peoples
TWP, Peoples Natural Gas, R. J. Reynolds, United Steel Workers
of America—Local 12050 and the Utility Workers of America—
Local 242 and Local 666 donated 642 hours during the week to
complete the following projects at our parks:


The fence and post was removed at Preston Park from the
driveway, parking lot, and 1000 feet along the Carnegie Trail.



Foot prints were painted around Preston Way for walkers.



The curbs and parking lines were painted at Butler Township
Park.



Five cedar benches were scrubbed and had linseed oil applied
to them.



The Butler Township Park playground equipment was
pressure washed.



The trees in the Preston Park Arboretum and along the paved
trail were pruned and 30 dump truck loads of dead branches
were burned.



The shrubs in front of the Preston House were trimmed.

The Butler Township Park Building is located at 468 South
Duffy Road. Rental reservations are now being taken for 2015. For
more information or to check availability contact Marcie at 724-283
-3430, ext. 212 or mlove@butlertwp.org. Information and pictures
can also be found under “Recreation” on the Butler Township
website.
The Monday Morning Maintenance Crew is a group of
volunteers who meet at Preston Park on Monday mornings from the
middle of spring until the fall. They help with maintenance within
the Butler Township Parks, such as pruning, mulching, planting,
weeding and keeping the walking trails clear. They also help out
with events held in the park, such as the Week of Caring. They
work under the supervision of volunteer coordinators, Dave Heltzell
and Tony Stagno, who work under the direction of Facilities
Manager Eric Heltzell. If you are interested in being a part of this
group, please contact Marcie at 724-283-3430, Ext 212.

In addition to these volunteers, eight members of our Monday
Morning Maintenance Crew worked a total of 245 hours during
the week assisting these volunteers. Thank you to all who donated
their time to help us keep our parks beautiful.
The planning and coordination of this week was carried out by our
volunteer coordinators, Dave Heltzell and Tony Stagno under the
direction of Commissioner Dave Zarnick. Many hours were spent
in preparation for this week and the township would like to extend
its gratitude to these gentlemen for all of their hard work.

Phone Numbers
Butler County

Township Telephone Numbers
Administration—724-283-3430
Edward Kirkwood, Manager
Theresa Giesler, Township Secretary
Marcie Love, Office Assistant/Treasurer
Reception Desk

x 215
x 213
x 212
x 210

Zoning Department—724-287-7465
Jesse Hines, Zoning Officer
Steven Homison, Regulations Inspector
Larry Christy, Fire Marshal

x 216
x 211
x 218

Police Department—724-285-9600 (For Emergencies call 9-1-1)
Road Department—724-287-0885
Tax Collector—724-234-2051

Court House
Commissioners
Assessment Office
Parks & Recreation
Chamber of Commerce

724-285-4731
724-284-5100
724-284-5316
724-284-5383
724-283-2222

City of Butler

724-285-4124

PA Game Commission

814-432-3187

Butler Area School District
Butler Area School District Tax Office

724-287-8721
724-214-3132

Berkheimer Tax Administrator

724-282-0377
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Citizens Police Academy
The Butler Township Police Department
will be holding a Citizens Police Academy
starting January 20, 2015. The program will
consist of seven classes being held on
consecutive Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to
8:30 PM. The program will be held at the Butler Township
Park Building located at 468 South Duffy Road and various
locations around Butler Township.
The program will include:
 Criminal Laws and Investigations
 Domestic Violence Issues
 Patrol Duties
 Vehicle Laws and Traffic stops
 Use of Force
 The Judicial System
 Other Areas of Law Enforcement
Applications for the program can be obtained at the
Butler Township Police Department or the Butler Township
Municipal Building located at 290 South Duffy Road,
Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM. The
applications must be returned to the police office no later
than 4:30 PM on Friday, January 9, 2015.
There is no charge for the program which is open to the
public with priority given to Butler Township residents and
business owners. Individuals accepted into the program will
be notified by the police department.

BUTLER TOWNSHIP POTHOLE REPORTING

Call Barb at 724.287.0885 to report potholes

Many crimes can be prevented if you take simple steps to protect yourself
and trust your instincts.
1.

Carry your handbag close to your body. Always keep your handbag
secured. Don’t leave your money, credit cards, or wallet exposed. Do
not leave your purse in the child seat section of a shopping cart.
When using the restroom, do not hang your purse on the upper
hanger inside the stall. Also beware of your surroundings. Suspects
work in teams.
2. When walking or shopping DON’T wear expensive, noticeable
jewelry. Such items could make you a target for muggers.
3. Don’t flash money or credit cards.
4. Avoid using automatic teller machines at night and obscured locations.
5. Don’t place a lot of packages in the trunk of your vehicle and reenter
the mall to continue shopping. Call it a day or relocate your car.
Individuals may be watching lots and targeting vehicles.
6. Try not to be the last to leave the shopping mall.
7. Have your keys in your hand when you go to your vehicle.
8. Always try and park in a well-lit area.
9. If you are planning on taking a trip and parking in an extended
parking area, or even while you are at the mall, never leave your garage
door openers or GPS units visibly displayed in your vehicle. All the
suspects need to do is hit return home. They get your address, they
know you are not at home and with the garage door opener they have
access.
10. Always keep your charge receipts in a safe place. Avoid having them
thrown in with your purchase.

on Butler Township roads.

Tips to Avoid Being Scammed….
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

Your caller ID may display “not available” or “private
number, private name” - beware of the caller if answered.
Beware if you are asked to pay immediately by wiring
money, using a prepaid debit card, or by giving your credit
card number or checking account and routing number.
Always verify the identity of anyone asking for money,
personal information, or permission to access your
computer.
Don’t click on links or use numbers provided in e-mails or
texts. Obtain the correct information separately—such as
from a previous bill.
Shred sensitive documents before discarding them.
Always examine your bank statements for unusual
transactions.

Going to be away for the holidays?
As a service to our residents the police department will perform a
house check while you are away from home. Forms are available on
the Butler Township website under “Applications” or you can contact
the police department at 724-285-9600 for more information.

511PA

is Pennsylvania’s official travel information service. With

511PA, travelers can find such information as:
Traffic Conditions, traffic speeds, live camera images, highway
construction updates, winter road conditions, weather conditions and
alerts and links to other travel resources.
Dial 5-1-1 or go to www.511pa.com to download the mobile app.

MEET YOUR NEW
NEIGHBORS!
There are some new faces in town. Please take
some time to visit and support our newest
township businesses.

They’re looking forward to
meeting you!
Alameda Gardens

164 Alameda Road

Crawford Podiatry

164 Point Plaza

Sheetz

249 Pittsburgh Road

AV XING

301 Evans City Road

Goin’ Postal

140 Shockey Lane

300 Meridian Road

Thermax Clean Center

104 Evans Road

Bark of the Town Pet
Grooming

Mariner Finance

604 Moraine Pointe Plaza

Bon Aire Hoagie Shop

190 Bon Aire Plaza

Accurate Solutions
Group, LLS

205 S. Eberhart Road

Essence Nails

200 New Castle Road

Reflections

Fitz’ Antiques

250 ½ New Castle Road

1138 N. Main Street,
Suite D

Vavco LLC

201 South Duffy Road

Sign Quik

530 Evans City Road

Speedy Furniture

250 Moraine Pointe Plaza

We’re on the Web!
www.butlertwp.org

