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Message from Board President—Joe Hasychak
The Board of Commissioners would like to take this opportunity to wish all Butler
Township residents a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. It seems like just yesterday
we were wrapping up 2014.
Thoughts on wrapping up 32 years of service.
Since I did not run for re-election this year, my term as commissioner will end on December
31st, winding up 32 years as a Butler Township Commissioner. During this period I have served as
Board President, Vice-president, and Commissioner of Finance, Police, Recreation and Road
Department. I have served with a total of 20 commissioners and have worked with three managers,
three police chiefs, four fire marshals, three road superintendents and three zoning officers.
I don’t think when you run for office you plan on staying 32 years. I certainly didn't. I first
ran for office in April 1979 and was elected. I then ran for an additional three terms, closing out
sixteen years. In 1996, I decided not to run again and sat out four years. In 2000, I ran again and
subsequently was elected to an additional four terms—creating a total of 32 years as a Butler Township
Commissioner.
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve the township. This certainly has been a highlight
of my life. My goal as commissioner has never varied—always working to better Butler Township.
Major decisions were not always easy. You have to review the issues from all angles, listen to input
from your constituents, do your due diligence, and cast your vote as you see fit. Were the residents
always satisfied with your vote? Absolutely not! However, I always did my best to be informed and
fair.
So much has changed since first elected. In 1980, we had no computers, calculators, or
electric typewriters. We had no recreation parks and no bus service. We had yet to hire our first
township manager and zoning officer. A new building had not even been considered. Budgets were
prepared by hand, while the growth that occurred during the 1980s and 1990s had not begun. But
look at us now. So much change! Certainly not all by me, but with the cooperation and input of all the
commissioners I worked with and our professional staff.
I always felt that if you surround yourself with a good professional staff, i.e.; township
manager, police chief, road superintendent and zoning officer, as well as staff personnel, they would
make our job easier, to make us look good in the public eye.
People have asked me if I would miss being a Butler Township Commissioner. The answer is
“certainly”. But the thing I will miss the most are all of the employees and commissioners I have had
the privilege to work with during my 32 years. Finally, getting to know so many Butler Township
residents has been an incredible experience.

My sincere best wishes go to the incoming Board of Commissioners.

Joe Hasychak

Page 2

At the November 16th Board of Commissioners, the
2016 operating budget was introduced. The budget, as
introduced, amounts to $12,682,162.00 for all operating funds.
A breakdown by fund is as follows:
General Fund,
$7,833,136.00; Highway Aid, $818,952.00; Municipal Employees
Pension Fund, $1,061,020.00; Police Pension Fund, $712,641.00;
Equipment Capital Fund, $277,989.00; Storm Water Capital,
$552,272.00; Debt Service Reserve Fund, $720,150.00; Fireman’s
Relief, $113,704.00; Park Development, $554,030.00 and Storm
Water Pond Maintenance, $52,052.00. The General Fund
Budget represents a 4.4% increase over the 2015 Budget and as a
result of new development, the real property tax rate will
remain at 11.25 mills. We are proud to state we have
enacted only one tax increase in the last twenty years.
On numerous occasions we have heard many comments
from our taxpayers regarding the tax bill they are paying. Many
of those comments are heard after August 1st of each year when
Butler Area School District issues their tax bill. While we collect
all real property taxes in our building, such as township, county
and school district, we only control the township tax bill that
you receive. Butler County real property tax rates are established
by the elected County Commissioners; Butler Area School
District real property taxes are established by the elected School
Board and township real property taxes are established by the
elected Township Commissioners. Concerns regarding the tax
rate should be directed to the entity establishing the tax rate.
To further explain the tax rate differences, a comparison
of taxing districts has been prepared. A typical Butler Township
homeowner with an assessed value of $14,667.00, market value
of approximately $152,827.00 would pay the following real estate
taxes:
Taxing District
Butler Township
Butler County
Butler Area S D

Millage Rate
11.25 Mills
24.628 Mills
94.80 Mills

Tax
% of Total
$ 165.01
8.7%
$ 361.22
18.8%
$ 1,390.44
72.5%

As you can see, quite a difference between each of the
three taxing bodies.
-Edward Kirkwood, township manager

The Butler Township Police
Department will be holding a Citizens
Police Academy starting January 19,
2016. The program will consist of seven
classes being held on consecutive
Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. The program
will be held at the Butler Township Park Building
located at 468 South Duffy Road and various locations
around Butler Township.
The program will include:
 Criminal Laws and Investigations
 Domestic Violence Issues
 Patrol Duties
 Vehicle Laws and Traffic stops
 Use of Force
 The Judicial System
 Other Areas of Law Enforcement
Applications for the program can be obtained at the
Butler Township Police Department or the Butler
Township Municipal Building located at 290 South
Duffy Road, Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to
4:30 PM. The applications must be returned to the
police office no later than 4:00 PM on Friday, January
8, 2016.
There is no charge for the program which is open to
the public with priority given to Butler Township
residents and business owners. Individuals accepted
into the program will be notified by the police
department.

The Monday Morning Maintenance Crew is a group
of volunteers who meet at Preston Park on Monday
mornings from the middle of spring until the fall.
They help with maintenance within the Butler
Township Parks, such as pruning, mulching, planting,
weeding and keeping the walking trails clear. They
also help out with events held in the park, such as the
Week of Caring. They work under the supervision of
volunteer coordinators, Dave Heltzell and Tony
Stagno, who work under the direction of Facilities
Manager Eric Heltzell. If you are interested in being a
part of this group, please contact Marcie at 724-2833430, Ext 212.

Butler Township
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Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go to
bed. Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom and other
areas where people may fall asleep.



Keep candles at least 12 inches away from anything that
can burn.



Never use a candle if oxygen is used in the home.



Have flashlights and battery-powered lighting ready to use
during a power outage. Never use candles

If you do burn candles, make sure that you...


Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won’t tip over
easily.



Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface.



Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any loose
clothing away from the flame.



Don’t burn a candle all the way down — put it out before
it gets too close to the holder or container.

National Fire Prevention Week was October 4th through October 10th.
This year’s theme was “ Hear the BEEP where you SLEEP! Every bedroom
needs a working smoke alarm.” A poster contest was held in the Northwest,
McQuistion and Connoquenessing Elementary Schools. The purpose of the contest is to give students and their families an
opportunity to discuss fire safety and fire prevention in their homes. McQuistion Elementary School won the traveling
trophy this year for most participation. Pictured are the winners of this year’s contest. From left to right: (Front Row)
Logan Undercuffler (Kindergarten); Chloe Fiel (First Grade); Emily Cornish (Second Grade); Grace Persichini (Third
Grade); Emma Graham (Fourth Grade); (Back Row) Commissioner Dave Zarnick; Fire Marshal Larry Christy and Sparky,
the Fire Dog. Congratulations to all of the winners!

Butler Township
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Get your car serviced now

No one wants to break down in any season, but especially
not in cold or snowy winter weather. Start the season off
right by ensuring your vehicle is in optimal condition.
Visit your mechanic for a tune-up and other routine
maintenance.


-Having your mechanic check your battery for
sufficient voltage;
-Having the charging system and belts inspected;
-Replacing the battery or making system repairs,
including simple things like tightening the battery cable
connections;
-Making sure to keep fresh gasoline in an electric
vehicle, to support the gasoline system.
Check your cooling system

When coolant freezes it expands. This expansion can
potentially damage your vehicle’s engine block. Don’t let
this happen to your vehicle this winter. You should make
sure you have enough coolant in your vehicle and that it’s
designed to withstand the winter temperatures you might
experience in your area. Thoroughly check the cooling
system for leaks or have your mechanic do it for you.
Check to see if your system has been flushed (draining the
system and replacing the coolant). If it hasn’t been flushed
for several years, have it done now. Over time, the rust
inhibitors in antifreeze break down and become
ineffective. Coolant also needs to be refreshed periodically
to remove dirt and rust particles that can clog the cooling
system and cause it to fail.


Fill your windshield washer reservoir.

You can go through a lot of windshield wiper fluid fairly
quickly in a single snowstorm, so be prepared for whatever
Mother Nature might send your way.

Check your windshield wipers and defrosters

Safe winter driving depends on achieving and maintaining
the best visibility possible. Make sure your windshield
wipers work and replace worn blades. Check to see that
your window defrosters (front and rear) work properly.


Check your battery

When the temperature drops, so does battery power. For
gasoline-powered engines, be aware that it takes more
battery power to start your vehicle in cold weather than in
warm. For electric and hybrid vehicles, the driving range is
reduced and the battery systems work better after they
warm up. Make sure your battery is up to the challenges of
winter by:





Verify floor mat installation to prevent pedal
interference

Incorrect or improperly installed floor mats in your vehicle
may interfere with the operation of the accelerator or brake
pedal, increasing the risk of a crash. Remember these tips
when installing new floor mats to ensure safe operation of
your vehicle:
- Remove old mats before the installation of new mats.
- Never stack mats, as that may increase the potential for
pedal interference.
- Check that the mats are the correct size and fit for the
vehicle and do not interfere with the full operation of the
foot.
 Inspect your tires

If you plan to use snow tires, have them installed before the
snow storms hit. Tire rubber starts to degrade after several
years, and older tires need to be replaced even if they have
not seen much wear.
Check tire pressure and make sure each tire is filled to the
vehicle manufacturer’s recommended inflation pressure,
which is listed in your owner’s manual and on a placard
located on the driver’s side doorjamb (called the “B-pillar”).
If a vehicle does not have a B-pillar, then the placard is
placed on the rear edge of the driver’s door. Tire pressure
drops as the temperature drops. Properly inflated tires ensure
optimum tire performance and optimum vehicle driving
range.


Know your car

Every vehicle handles differently; this is particularly true
when driving on wet, icy, or snowy roads. Take time now to
learn how to best handle your vehicle under winter weather
driving conditions. Drive slowly. It’s harder to control or
stop your vehicle on a slick or snow-covered surface. On the
road, increase your following distance enough so that you’ll
have plenty of time to stop for vehicles ahead of you.
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Physical Address: 127 Victor Road, Butler
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 1710
Butler, Pa 16003
Mercer Road VFD officers for 2016 are:
Business Officers:
President- Kevin Hunt
Vice President- Ron Kastellic
Secretary- Ann Oesterling
Treasurer- Jeanna Hunt

Mercer Road Volunteer Fire Department recently took delivery of
our battery powered Hurst Tool. This was funded in part by the
generosity of the American Legion Post 778. This battery powered
rescue tool allows for rapid deployment without the usual hoses and
pump, which also provides for rescue capabilities far from the
apparatus we are usually tied to. When a vehicle comes to rest well
off the roadway in an accident, this tool can save critical time and
manpower typically needed to position the tool and access the
patient.

Line Officers:
Chief- Keven Kelly
Assistant Chief- Glenn Miller
Captains- John Lutz and Ron Kastellic
Lieutenants- Brian Dickey and Matt Dickey

The Butler Township Park Building is located at
468 South Duffy Road. Rental reservations are now
being taken for 2016. For more information or to
check availability contact Marcie at 724-283-3430,
ext. 212 or mlove@butlertwp.org. Information,
availability and pictures can also be found under
“Recreation” on the Butler Township website.

Snow Removal

The Township gives top priority to winter
maintenance keeping the roads free of ice and snow to
ensure the safety of residents and the motoring
public.
The township is not responsible for
maintaining private roads.
To insure the roads are maintained safely and with
limited difficulty, residents are asked to keep in mind
the following regulations:


Do not plow or shovel snow from driveways onto
roadways at any time; this creates hazardous
driving conditions for all vehicles.



Where off-street parking is available, the Public
Works department asks that if there is a heavy
snowfall and plowing is necessary, that you park
your car in your driveway. This simple measure
will assist us with snow removal.

Pictured from left to right: American Legion Commander Gary
Kuhn, Commissioner Sam Zurzolo, Mercer Road VFD President
John Lutz, Mercer Road VFD Chief Keven Kelly and Commissioner
Joe Hasychak.

Did you ever wonder how some residents know of things before
others? The answer is simple; they subscribed to e-newsletter. Enewsletter is available to all township residents that have e-mail
service.

Here is how it works. The newsletter is e-mailed to residents who
have subscribed to this service. Your personal information is kept
confidential. We do not share your information with anyone
and we do not sell our database.
Respond to
mlove@butlertwp.org to subscribe. Type “newsletter” in the
subject line and provide your name, street address and e-mail
address. That’s all there is to it; easy as pie!
Why subscribe? Not only will you receive the newsletter earlier, but
printing and mailing the newsletter is quite expensive and labor
intensive. Providing the newsletter in electronic format saves
taxpayers money.

Butler Township
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New Solid Waste Collection and Recycling Collection Information
Commencing January 1, 2016 a new process for the collection of solid waste and recycling will commence. This change is in
conformance to county regulations that prohibits unlimited collection of solid waste to one based on the number of 30 gallon
size bags collected weekly. If the township would continue with non-compliance we would be excluded from receiving grant
funding for our annual special recycling collection days that have provided a much needed manner for disposal of items not
included in our bi-weekly recycling collection. Watch for information in our spring newsletter.
Vogel Disposal Service, Inc. was awarded the contract for collection of solid waste and bi-weekly recycling commencing on
January 1, 2016 and ending December 31, 2018.
Service under this contract is mandatory for all residents of one and two family dwellings.
Vogel Disposal’s Customer Service Dept. will be glad to assist you regarding service, billing questions and accepting
payments. You can call our office at 724-625-1511 or 724-285-8844 Monday through Friday 8am to 5pm or email
customerservice@vogeldisposal.com.
REGULAR CURB SERVICE: All residents will receive weekly solid waste collection of two (2) to five (5) - 30 gl. bags or
cans and every other week recyclables collection. Additional service level options are available as detailed below. Bulk items
are not included and will be collected for an additional charge (see inside). Solid waste and recycling collection is per
individual residential unit that is generated at your residence. Sharing service is not permitted.
If you are currently in the Senior Citizen program it is not necessary to re-enroll, please note the service level is
limited to one (1) up to two (2) – 30 gl. bag or can.
To easily change your service level through January 15, 2016, you only need to include a note stating your new service
selection mailed along with your payment in the quarterly amount of the chosen service. Please mark the envelope with
“Attn: Service Change” to expedite processing.


Extra Bag Tags will be available for purchase at the Township Building for $1.00 each for when you have
additional bags beyond your service level.

SERVICE LEVEL OPTIONS & RATES:

2016

2017

2018

2 to 5 - 30 GL BAGS/CANS
(previously unlimited bag)

$15.50/mo
$46.50/qtr

$15.81/mo
$47.43/qtr

$16.12/mo
$48.36/qtr

1 - 30 GL BAG/CAN

$13.90/mo
$41.70/qtr

$14.17/mo
$42.51/qtr

$14.45/mo
$43.35/qtr

SENIOR CITIZEN 1 to 2 - 30 GL BAGS/CANS

$13.90/mo
$41.70/qtr

$14.17/mo
$42.51/qtr

$14.45/mo
$43.35/qtr

1 - 95 GL. WASTE CART
Vogel cart only with minimum 12 month period

$17.50/mo
$52.50/qtr

$17.50/mo
$52.50/qtr

$17.50/mo
$52.50/qtr

2 - 30 GL BAGS/CANS BACKYARD SERVICE

$33.90/mo
$406.80/yr

$34.17/mo
$410.04/yr

$34.45/mo
$413.40/yr

Must be 65 years of age or older and provide proof of age

with a copy of birth certificate or driver's license

must be paid annually 1 year in advance

ITEMS THAT WILL BE PICKED UP AT THE CURB:


Household Solid Waste - Includes garbage, rubbish and cold ashes, including but not limited to, all table and kitchen
refuse and waste, including cans or containers, broken dishes, glass and chinaware (wrapped securely in heavy
paper), together with all paper containers in which such materials may be wrapped or placed. Rubbish, refuse and
ashes shall consist of items normally found around the household. BULK ITEMS ARE NOT INCLUDED.
(Continued on Page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)


Recyclables every other week in a Butler Twp. recycle bin for a one-bin commingled system. Refer to page 4 for
details of included items and preparation. Packing materials such as Styrofoam blocks and peanuts must be
removed.



Brush and tree limbs not to exceed 3 inches in diameter, 4 feet in length and weighing no more than 30 lbs., are to
be placed in containers or tied in bundles. One bundle will be equivalent to 1 Bag.

ITEMS NOT INCLUDED THAT WILL BE PICKED UP FOR AN ADDITIONAL CHARGE (including, but not
limited to):
Please call Customer Service to pre-pay for disposal of these items and for further instruction. These items will only be picked
up if they have been pre-paid by contacting our office.


Large Appliances & Bulky Waste –Large furniture, wood, stoves, washers, dryers, water heaters and softeners (that
have been emptied of salt, liquids and other chemicals)



Appliances containing chlorofluorocarbons (Freon): including refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners, dehumidifiers,
etc. will only be picked up, if they are tagged certifying the chlorofluorocarbon (Freon) has been removed.



Building materials, refuse caused by repairs, alterations, remodeling, demolition and/or construction of buildings and
other structures



Carpet, rugs and padding must be cut in sections no longer than 4 ft. in length, securely rolled and tied and not
weighing over thirty (30) pounds.

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTABLE AND WILL NOT BE PICKED UP (including, but not limited to):


All Tires, paving materials, cement, stones, sand, dirt, sod, broken concrete, concrete washtubs, vehicle parts
(including tires and batteries), lead-acid batteries, paints and stains, flammable liquids or other chemicals, metal 55gl drums and grease drums.
 Bushes, shrubs or other vegetation with earth or soil attached to root system, tree trunks or pieces of tree limbs greater
than 3 inches in diameter


Propane and oxygen tanks, gun ammunition, explosives, fireworks



Devices containing mercury and E-Waste – See definition

E-WASTE: electronic waste (E-Waste) will no longer be accepted for disposal in a PA State landfill. E-Waste is any electronic item containing computer boards such as: TVs, computers including desktop, laptop, tablet and gaming, computer peripherals, including keyboard, mouse, printer, telephone, cell phone, etc. This type of waste requires special collection and

Household Hazardous Waste
ECS&R offers homeowners convenient and cost effective solutions for disposing of
household hazardous waste (HHW). If you are like many residents, you don’t want to
throw these materials away but aren’t sure what to do with them. Through the ECS&R
HHW Program, residents can drop off their materials at one of our facilities during
scheduled hours, or at one of our many County sponsored events and they will be safely
recycled, reused, or disposed of properly.

Point And Pack

www.ecsr.net
(866) 815-0016

Are your household chemicals and electronics too heavy, or do you simply have too
much to fit in your car? Not to worry, ECS&R’s new “Point & Pack” Service will
come to you! Just fill out our online inventory sheet and we’ll notify you with a cost
estimate and a scheduled pick up date that is convenient for you.
Visit www.ecsr.net to complete an online inventory of your household chemicals and
electronics or call (866) 815-0016 for more information.

Important Phone Numbers
Administration—724-283-3430
Edward Kirkwood, manager
Theresa Giesler, township secretary
Marcie Love, office assistant/treasurer
Cindy Peters, administrative aide

x 215
x 213
x 212
x 210

Zoning Department—724-287-7465
Jesse Hines, zoning officer
Steven Homison, regulations inspector
Larry Christy, fire marshal

x 216
x 211
x 218

Police Department—724-285-9600 For Emergencies
Chief John Hays
Lieutenant Matt Pearson

call 9-1-1

Road Department—724-287-0885
Thomas Knights, road superintendent
Barb Moran, Road Department secretary
Tax Collector—724-234-2051
William Helsel

Butler County
Court House
Commissioners
Assessment Office
Parks & Recreation
Chamber of Commerce

724-285-4731
724-284-5100
724-284-5316
724-284-5383
724-283-2222

City of Butler

724-285-4124

PA Game Commission
Butler Area School District
Butler Area S D Tax Office
Berkheimer Tax Administrator
Butler Memorial Hospital

814-432-3187
724-287-8721
724-214-3132
724-282-0377
724-283-6666

Utilities
CenturyLink
West Penn Power
Armstrong Utilities
Butler Area Sewer Authority
PA American Water Company
Peoples TWP
Vogel Disposal

1-800-366-8201
1-800-686-0021
724-482-4480
724-282-1978
1-800-565-7292
724-287-2751
724-285-8844

We’re on the Web!
www.butlertwp.org

Township Telephone Numbers

